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PREFACE. 


1  HE  firil:  edition  of  this  little  perfor- 
mance was  publifhed  about  feveRteen  or 
eighteen  years  ago,  when  I  was  in  the  full 
practice  of  furgery  and  midwifery  ;  which 
branches  an  impaired  health  obliged  me  to 
relinquifh  :  but  the  opportunities  of  ob^ 
ferving  the  difeafes  here  treated  at  that 
period,  and  much  fubfequent  experience, 
convinces  me  of  the  neceffity  of  phyficians 
well  comprehenduig  the  feparate  branches 
of  medicine,  if  they  wilTi  to  be  ufeful  in 
the  variety  of  cafes  in  w^hich  they  may  be 
confulted. 

In  this  edition  are  omitted  fome  reflec- 
tions on  the  practice  of  midwifery,  which 

may 


may  be  more  properly  communicated  in 
another  work  :  but  the  cancerous  com- 
plaints are  confidered  more  anatomically 
and  phyfiologically  ;  the  probability  or  im- 
probability of  cure  In  various  ftages,  with 
the  reafonSjdrawn  from  a  long  and  reiterated 
experience,  are  more  exadly  afcertained. 
If  the  do£lrines  here  communicated  can 
in  any  manner  alleviate  the  miferies  of  the 
afflidted,  or  induce  other  pradlitioners  to 
Improve  the  treatment  of  thefe  di'fficult 
and  dreadful  complaints,  and  wreft  from 
the  hands  of  impofture  the  credulous 
viftims  to  empiricifm,  it  w^U  be  a  great 
pleafure  to  the  Author. 

Saville  Row, 
1790. 
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On   the  Treatment  of   the  milky  Breaft  during 
Childbed, 

JL  HE  treatment  of  the  breafts  during  child- 
bed may  be  reduced  to  a  few  principles. 

I.  The  acceflion  of  milk  being  fooner  in 
fome  women  than  others,  if  the  mother  fuc- 
kles  her  infant,  it  is  neceflary  to  apply  the 
child's  mouth  to  the  nipple  on  the  firft  day 
after  delivery,  and  not  wait,  as  many  inexpe- 
rienced or  prejudiced  practitioners  have  recom- 
mended/ until  the  third  day  ;  for  fuch  condud: 
has  produced  inflammations,  impofthumes,  or 
gatherings  of  matter,  hardnefles,  and  confe- 
quent  fcirrhus  and  cancer. 

B  M.  If 
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II.  If  the  mother  lliould  not  fuckle  the 
child,  the  breafls  fliould  be  firfl  emptied,  and 
the  determination  of  a  freili  flow  of  blood  to 
the  breafts  prevented.  The  firil  is  efFeded  by- 
cooling  and  gentle  evacuations,  as  lac Julphuris 
and  magnefta,  infujum  fenna  and  tartarum  foJu- 
lite^  magnefm  2.Vid.  rhuharh,  r/ianna,  Src,  with  a 
great  abftinence  from  all  liquids,  efpecially 
fuch  as  caudle,  or  any  thing  flimulant. 

III.  A  gentle  perfpiration  may  be  likewife 
excited  by  volatile,  faline,  neutralifed  reme- 
dies ;  Jfirltus  Minder eri,  mlftura  camphoratay 
&c.  Spin  I  lis  niiri  dulcis  is  a  proper  diuretic 
for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  diet  likewife  fhould 
be  antiphlogiftic,  unlefs  contra-indicated  by 
fome  particular  circumilance ;  and  the  breads 
may  be  rubbed  w^ith  oleum  camphoratum^  folu^ 
tions  of  camphor  made  with  blanched  almonds, 
2indiJpirUus  Minder  eri,  &:c.,  three  or  four  times 
a  day. 

Thefe  methods,  if  early  and  judiciouily  ap- 
plied, will  avert  all  ill  confequences  to  the 
breaft  during  childbed. 

The  fluids  being  diminifhed,  heat  and  ir- 
litability  being  prevented,  and  the  blood  in- 
tended for  the  fecretion  of  milk  being  diverted 
into  other  channels,  all  pain,  inflammation,  and 
indurations,  are  prevented. 


On 
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On  the  Treatment  of  inflamed  Breafts  during 
lying  in* 

If  the  foregoing  methods  be  negle6:ed,  or  a 
freedom  of  diet  be  indulged,  the  breaits  often 
inflame,  fwell,  and  occafion  exquifite  pain. 

The  firit  mode  of  curing  the  inflammation 
is  by  refolution,  or  diffipating  the  inflammation 
before  any  matter  forms :  this  is  belt  efleded 
by  bleeding,  accoxding  to  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe,  and  llrength  of  the  patient. 

The  internal  and  external  remedies  fliould  be 
fimilar  ;  but  in  fome  cafes  more  powerful,  than 
thofe  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  the 
breafts,  when  the  mother  does  not  fuckle  the  in- 
fant ;  to  which  may  be  joined  emollient  and 
difcufling  fomentations,  &c. 

On  the  Management   of  the  Brcafisy  if  Matter 
collects  and  forms  Abfcejfes, 

If  the  foregoing  methods  fliould  be  ap- 
plied too  late,  or  they  fliould  prove  ineflediual, 
and  matter  colledl,  much  will  depend  on  its 
being  deeply  or  fuperficially  feated  ;  in  the 
former  the  abfcefs  will  be  longer  in  arriving  to 
fuppuration  ;  in  the  latter,  a  fliorter  period  ac- 
compliflies  this  defirable  end.  The  pains, 
therefore,  which  are  very  acute,  will  be  of 
longer  or  fliorter  duration ;  cold  fliiverings 
B2  wJU 
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will  be  frequently  felt ;  the  fwelling  and  pain 
increafes,  and  rednefs  will  often  indicate  on 
what  part  the  abfcefs  will  form. 

To  encourage  this  end,  all  refolvents  are 
avoided  ;  and  fuppurating  poultices  fhould  be 
applied,  of  bread  and  milk  and  hog's  lard,  or 
oi  farina  Jeminum  lini^  with  any  oleaginous  or 
iin(3:uous  fubflances,  to  foften  and  relax  the 
fkin,  vo  admit  diilention  with  lefs  pain,  and 
promote  fuppuration. 

As  the  abfcefs  points  outwardly,  and  the  fur- 
face  becomes  thin,  it  is  neceiTary  fometimes  to 
make  a  pundlure,  which  never  occafions  the 
pain  of  bleeding ;  or  it  may  be  opened,  in 
timid  patients,  by  the  application  of  the  con- 
centrated nitrous  acid,  or  fuffered  to  break, 
unlefs  the  patient  lliould  be  much  exhauded 
by  reiterated  pain,  inflammation,  and  fymp- 
tomatic  fever. 

The  treatment  of  the  wound  requires  fome 
fkill ;  for  if  it  be  fuffered  to  heal  too  foon,  it 
will  leave  hardnefs  :  to  prevent  this,  I  have 
ufed  occalionally  a  fmall  fponge  tent  dipped  in 
any  mild  unguent ;  by  this  means  the  wound 
may  be  kept  open  until  all  the  hardnefs  be  re- 
folved  ;  then  the  wound  may  be  fuffered  fafely 
to  heal. 

If  the  hardnefs   be   left,    it  may  hereafter 

produce  the  fclrrhus  or  cancerous   tumor,  or 

6  ulcer ; 
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ylcer;  but  this  circumftance  has  been  little  re- 
garded until  the  unfortunate  vidlim,  owing  to 
former  negled:,  labors  under  the  cancer,  and 
then  it  is  fometimes  too  late  for  either  medi- 
cine or  furgery  to  proves  beneficial. 

The  refolution  of  the  hardnefs  will  likewife 
be  ailifled  by  the  refolvents  already  mentioned, 
and  mineral  light  alteratives  given  in  the  new- 
invented  manner,  fo  as  never  to  excite  irrita- 
tion in  the  habit ;  a  clear  explanation  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  fubfequent  pages. 

On  Indurat'wnSy  cancerous  Tumors,  &c. 

The  fubjedls  now  to  be  treated,  it  would 
have  been  thought,  were  exhaufted,  if  credit 
could  be  given  to  the  numerous  writers  that 
have  preiended  to  cure  the  cancer,  or  who 
have  declared  the  diforder  always  incurable. 

Quacks  and  impoRors  never  helitate  to  bold- 
ly aflert  their  certainty  of  curing  thefe  difor- 
ders ;  and  they  gain  credit,  however  ignorant, 
by  the  boldnefs  with  which  their  promifes  and 
falfehoods  are  generally  exprefled. 

Surgeons  in  general  are  vehement  againft  the 
fallacious  promifes  of  impoflers  and  empirics, 
and  they  have  a  notion  that  no  cure  can  be 
efFedied  in  any  cancerous  complaint  ;  ihey 
know,  perhaps,  of  no  method  of  cure,  and 
conclude  that  what  is  beyond  their  comprthen- 

fion 
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lion  or  knowledge  mull  necellarily  be  beyond 
the  bounds  of  human  fcience.  This  conclu- 
fion  is- certainly  irrational  in  many  dileafes,  al- 
though in  the  cancer  it  is  too  fiequcnt'ly  veri- 
fied, Difcoverks  are  continuallv  niakine; ;  and 
were  all  mankind  to  reil:  idle  zud  fatisficd  wiih 
the  knowledge  of  their  ancefiors^  no  improve- 
ments could  be  of  any  utility.  It  is  the  duty 
of  medical  practitioners  to  hear  patiendy  every 
propofai  for  improving  the  art ;  to  reafon  and 
judge  candidly,  and  make  repeated  trials  of 
whatever  may  be  concluded  fafe.  Thefe  are 
the  only  miCans  of  afcertainlng  the  com.parative 
merits  of  different  modes  of.  treatment,  and 
the  only  means  by  which  the  mind  is  purged 
of  juvenile  or  radicated  prejudices,  or  by  which 
the  art  of  phyiic  can  attain  a  greater  degree  of 
excellence. 

It  may  be  obferved  fnat  furgeons  are  com- 
monly too  ready  to  ufe  the  knife,  not  only  in 
cancerous  complaints,  but  likewife  in  tumors 
of  the  breail,  not  cancerous ;  and  every  expe- 
rienced pratiitioner  m^jft,  or  fhouid  know,  that 
the  cutting  out  the  fcirrhus  feldom,  very  (d- 
dom^  -  proves  fuccefsful.  Were  a  nuniber  of 
fuch  cafes  as  have  fallen  under  my  own  obfer- 
vation  made  public,  they  would  ilrike  the  mind 
With  horror,  and  baniili  from  the  art  of  furge- 
ry,  except  in  very  particular  urgent  cafes^  that 
cruel  and  unfuccersful  operation. 

In 
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In  the  prefent  work  attempts  will  be  made  to 
render  a  clearer  and  diflind:er  knowledge  of 
cancerous  tumors  than  has  hitherto  appeared  ; 
the  art  will  endeavor  to  wreil  from  impoilure 
or  cruelty  the  unfortunate  vidilms  laboring^ 
under  thefe  dreadful  difeafes.  What  is  here 
advanced  is  the  refult  of  obfervation,  anatomi- 
cal inquiry,'  and  repeated  rejection.  I  hope 
other  regular  prad:itioners  v^^ill  examine  the 
diforder  ferioufly,  and  auift  in  improving  the 
treatment  of  thefe  truly  deplorable  difeafes. 

In  all  new  attempts  to  remove  complaints, 
ever  confidered  difficult  or  impoffible  to  cure, 
a  great  latitude  for  ill  fuccefs  Ihould  be  al- 
lowed. There  are  many  glandular  tumors  ab- 
-folutely  incurable  from  their  firit  appearance; 
there  are  others  extremely  doubtful  of  cure ; 
and  all  are  diffMU  and  tedious.  If  mankind 
expedt  m_ore  than  the  art  of  m.edicine  can  ac- 
complifn,  which  is  very  natural  \from  the  feel- 
ings of  hum.anity,  and  an  unacquaintance  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  art  labors,  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  candid  furgeon  to  apprize  the 
friends  candidly  of  the  difiant  or  immediate  dan- 
ger ;  to  attempt  much,  but  promife  little  ;.  and 
fociety  ihould  reft  fatisfied  with  an  honeft  exer-. 
tion  of  our  abilities,  diredtcd  by  the  regular 
principles  of  the  art^  whether  fuccefsful- or  un- 
fuccefsful. 

The 
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The  general  internal  mode  of  treating  an  ob- 
flinate  fcirrhus,  or  the  induration  of  the  breafts 
after  lying  in,  is  contained  in  the  following 
formulas : 

Sanguis  mittendus  plus  minufve. 
No,  I.     :R,.  Infuf.  fen.  gifs. 

Tart.   fol.    3ij.    f.    hauflus,    mane   fequenti 
fumendus. 

No.  2,     5^.  Pulv.  pro  pilul.  Plummer.  9j.  vel  jfs.  conf. 
Damocrat.  q.  s. 
f.  Pilulae  No.  XX.  quarum  capiat  unam  ter  de 
die  fuperbibendo  coch.  ij.  miflurac  fequcn- 
tis  •*. 

No.  3,     ^^,  Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr.  fs.  vel  gr.j,  folrein 
julep,  e  caraph.  ^viij. 
Deinde  adde  fal.  nitr.  vel  prunel.  3j.  vel  3ij. 
fiat  miftura. 

An  abilemious  diet  is  neceflary. 

Emollient  and  refolvent  fomentations  may  be 
Hkevvife  ufeful. 

Dr.  James's  powder,  in  fmall  dofes,  has  been 
beneficial  in  removing  recent  indurations  of 
the  breads,  when  joined  with  neutralifed  falts. 

*  The  trituration  with  the  fulph,  antlm.  pracip.  fhould  be 
continued  at  lead  twenty-four  hours  j  by  which  the  powder 
becomes  ftri£lly  a  mineral  alterative,  and  in  fmall  dofes  never 
difturbs  either  ftomach  or  inteftines,  efpecially  if  the  calomel 
be  ten  times  fublimed  and  vvafhed. 
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Of  the  Induratiom  of  the  Breafts,  which  happen 
from  various  Caufes. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  many  remote 
caufes  of  thefe  tumors ;  fome  are  imagined  to 
arife  from  a  blow,  others  from  a  peculiarity  in 
the  conftitution;  but  whatever  may  be  the  ori- 
gin, the  cure  in  general  is  the  fame.  I  have 
feen  in  fiances  of  fmall  indurations  in  the  breads, 
very  hard  and  loofe,  in  young  people,  refill 
every  internal  medicine  adminiflered.  What 
is  the  confequence  of  fuch  cafes  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  to  fully  inform  myfelf,  and 
am  quite  convinced  that  all  operations  are  cruel 
or  unneceflary,  and  frequently  unfortunate.  In 
other  inftances  the  cure  is  eafily  pferfprmed  by 
the  remedits  recommended  in  the  cure  of  the 
hardnefs.  Surgeons  in  general  have  been  often 
too  rafh  in  cuttino:  for  the  fcirrhus  of  the 
breafts.  This  complaint  ought  to  be  left 
quiet,  if  internal  remedies  Ihould  not  fucceed, 
unlefs  attended  with  exquifite  pain.  From  ob- 
fervation  I  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  confi- 
derable  mifchief  has  been  done  both  by  the 
knife  and  cauflic,  agreeably  to  the  writings  of 
the  moft  eminent  ^furgeons  and  phyficians,  an- 
cient and  modern.  Experience  proves  that 
cancerous  con^plaints  of  the  brealts,  womb, 
mouth,  nofe,  and  other  parts,  have  been  fome- 
C,  times 
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times  cured  by  the  following  modes.  It  is 
candid  to  acknowledge,  however,  that  failures 
have  frequently  attended  my  attempts  ;  in  all 
which  cafes  the  patients  have  been  relieved  in 
certain  degrees ;  and  it  is  fome  comfort  to 
alleviate  human  mifery,  or  procr?cilinate  evils, 
when  radical  cures  cannot  be  reafonably  ex- 
pected. It  is  iTiOre  reafonable  to  reft  fatisiied 
with  known  evils  than  to  riili  life  in  an  attempt 
to  cure  by  a  cruel  and  too  often  a  fuccefsle.fs 
operat'on,  Vvhich  generally  fliortens  life. 

In  the  following  part  are  contained  all  the 
methods  ufed  for  chefe  purpofes,  v^ixh  fcrmul^ 
of  p  fcripdons,  which  in  many  cafes  of  recent 
cancers  have  fucceeded. 

Of  Indurations  of  the  Breafls,    commonly  called 
the  fcirrhus  or  occult   Cancer ^  &c, 

Thefe  indurations  are  various  in  their  fize, 
iituation,  and  efiedls,  and  are  known  by  hard- 
r.efs  and  inequality  of  fwelling  :  fometimes, 
but  not  always,  the  external  veins  are  vari- 
cous ;  therefore  the  common  dcfiriition  given- 
by  authors  is  not  accurate  in  the  occult  nor 
even  ulcerous  cancer. 

Thefe  tumors  may  be  divided  into  the  indo- 
lent and  malignant. 

The  fcirrhofities  make  their  appearance  be- 
tween the  age  of  thirty  -fx  and  fifty ^    about 
6  the 
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the  time^  or  after  the  ccjfation  of  the  menfes,  and 
are  commonly  attended  with  ferious  confe- 
quences ;  for  the  tumor  without  pain  degene- 
rates into  the  painful  or  malignan*:,  and  the 
painful  or  malignant  into  the  open  ulcerated 
cancer.  Various  anatomical  and  pathological 
experiments,  made  formerly,  prove  three  in- 
ternal fpecies  of  the  fcirrhus ;  the  external  are 
various. 

*  The  firfl  and  mildell  fpecies  are  varices,  or 
dilatations  of  the  minute  fanguiferous  veins. 

The  fecond  are  varices  of  the  minute  veins, 
and  a  diilention  of  the  fniall  lymphatic  abforb- 
ing  velTels  of  the  bread. 

This  fpecies  is  harder  than  the  firfl,  and, 
being  connedled  with  the  lymphatic  fyftem, 
fometimes  tumors  appear  near  the  axilla,  which, 
by  prefiing  on  the  returning  veins,  produce 
oedematous  fwellings  of  the  arm. 

The  third  is  not  only  a  difl  ntion  of  all  the 
velTels,  but  likevvife  a  dilatation  of  the  cells  of 
the  tela  cellulcja^  a  coagulation  of  coagulable 
lymph  in  the  lymphatics,  and  the  adipofe 
fluid  in  its  cells.  The  tiihuU  laEliferi  are  im- 
pervious, and  become  obliterated.    ' 

This  third  fpecies  being  complicated  of  all 
the  former,  manifeiis  a  jlony  hardnefs,  often 
accom^panied  with  fliarp  excruciating  pain  : 
this  has  been  called  a  true  occult  cancer, 

C  2  When 
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When  this  third  Ipecies  degenerates  into  an 
ulcer,  often  very  painful,  fostid,  and  fungous, 
it  may  be  denominated  the  perfe£f  cancer,  or 
cancerous  corroding  ulcer,  which  fometimes 
deftroys  the  adjacent  parts,  and  too  commonly 
proves  fatal. 

In  congeflions  or  indurations,  the  more  ae-^ 
rial  and  volatile  particles  of  the  blood  fly  off, 
through  increafed  ad:ion,  heat,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  vafcular  coats,  and  the  more  denfe 
parts  or  coagulable  lymph  are  left  behind,  either 
in  minute  velTeis  or  cellulous  cavities  of  the 
tela  celluloja :  hence  congeflion  often  fucceeds 
congeilion;  accumulation, accumulation;  which 
becoming  in  time  rancid  or  acrid,  ulcerations 
fucceed. 

PROGNOSTIC. 

The  firfl  fpecies,  when  recent,  s  generally 
curable  by  bleeding,  antiphJogiftics,  metallic 
alteratives,  extreme  abftinence  from  fluids,  and 
a  proper  diet. 

The  fecond  fpecies  is  more  diilicuk  of  cure, 
and  requires  a  long  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of 
penetrating  aperient  metallic  remedies  ;  to -give 
an  additional  force  to  the  difeafed  vefiels;  to 
tefolve  the  vifcid  impaded  matter,  or  change 
its  quality,  and  prepare  it,  for  abforption,  and 

thus 
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thus  gradually  reduce  the  tumor  by  the  expul- 
fion  or  mutation  of  the  caufes. 

The  third  fpecies  is  generally  incurable ;  and, 
after  unfuccefsfuUy  attempting  relief  by  fimilar 
modes  to  the  preceding,  there  only  remains 
the  palliative  method  of  managing  the  cancer, 
which  may  preferve"  the  patient's  life  many 
years.  Thefe  various  plans  of  treatment  fhall 
follow  in  order. 

treatment  of  the  jirft  Species, 

I.  In  plethoric  patients,  bleeding  is  repeat- 
edly neceflary  to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the 
diflended  veiTels. 

II.  Evacuating  the  vefTels  will  not  be  ufeful, 
unlefs  they  continue  in  a  flate  of  emptlnefs  ;  for 
which  purpofe  laxatives  adapted  to  the  conili- 
tution  are  proper ;  thofe  of  the  faline  kind  in 
inflanimatory  habits;  but,  in  the  relaxed  and 
debilitated,  aloetics  ihould  be  prefcribed  in 
fmall  dofes,  rhubarb,  or  manna,  he, 

Mittatur  fanguis  e  brachio  ad  J^^iij*  vel  J^ij. 
No.  4.     I^.  Infiif.  fen.  |ij. 

Tart,  foiub.  31].  fyr.  (imp.  q.  s.  m.  f.  hauftu? 
bis,  vel  ter  in  feptimana  fumenduG. 

Or  any  other  accuftomed  laxative  may  be  pre- 
fcribed. 

The  external  pores  are  to  be  opened  by  anti- 
monials ;  to  evacuate,  like  wife,  ihe  fiuids-,  and 

diflodge 
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diflodge  the  impaded  matter,  the  following  is 
proper : 

No.  5.     gi.  Aat'mon.  tartarifat.  gr.  ij.  folve  in  aq.  pur. 
Jij.  delude  adde 
Sal.  nitr.  jij.  m.  capiat   gtt.  xx.  vel  xxxx. 
ter  vel   quater  de  die  eX  coch.  ij.  julep,  e 
camphor,  vel  deco6li  nitrofi. 

Externally  the  camphorated  oil  may  be  ap- 
plied, or  the  vegeto-mineral  water  warm,  fo- 
mentatiotis  difcuffing  and  emollient,  with  cata- 
plafms  of  farin,  feminum  lini,  &c. 

To  thofe  who  cannot  bear  perfpiration. 

No.  6.     }^.  Cal.  ppt.  X.  vel  mere.  dulc.  6ies  fub.  lot. 

Sulph.  aurat.  antimon.  ^ifs.  m,  accurate,  de- 
lude adde  conf.  cynofoat.  q.  s.  f.  pilulse 
No.  XXX.  capiat  unam  ter  de  die,  fuperbi- 
bendo  coch.  iij.  mifturs  fequentls. 

No.  7.     5^.  Julep,  e  camph.  aq.  pur.  aa  Jiv. 
Sal.  nitr.   ^j.  m. 

The  common  drink,  during  the  whole  cure, 
fliould  be  one  drachm  of  fal.  prunella,  or  nitre, 
diffolved  in  a  quart  of  barley  water  or  elder- 
fiower  water. 

The  diet  ihould  be  innocent,  and  rather  ab-" 
Hemious ;  all  acids  ihould  be  avoided  during 
the  adminifhration  of  the  prefcribed  remedies, 
and  thefe  Ihould  be  continued  many  months, 
varying  the  prefcription,  or  dofes  of^,  the  medi- 
cines, as  circum (lances  occur,  or  no  relief, 
much  lefs  any  cure,  need  be  expeded. 

Some 
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Some  of  .thefe  cafes,  when  mild,  have  been 
cured  by  the  following  eleduary,  drinking 
after  each  dofe  a  cupful  of  a  liquid  compofed 
of  half  an  ounce  of  powdered  nirre  in  a  quart 
of  water ;  to  which  has  been  added,  and  dif- 
folved,  two  or  three  grains  of  antimon,  tarta- 
rifat. 

No.  8.     P;.  ^thiop.  mln.  Jj. 

Conf.  cynoibat.  ^ij. 
Pulv.  camphor,   jij. 

Syr.  balfam.  q.  s.  f.  elecluarium,  cujus  capiat 
Q^N.  M.  tei-  de  die. 

If  the  patient  Ihould  be  of  a  coflive  habit, 
lenitive  eleduary  may  be  ufed  inilead  of  the 
conferve  of  hips ;  or,  in  pale  habits,  any  bitter 
purging  pill  may  be  given,  joined  with  the 
calx*'  antimon.  illot, 

Cinnabarine  preparations,  ^thiop's  an^imo- 
nialis,  neutral  falts,  fal  fodoe,  &c.,  according 
to  circumflances,  iliould  be  prefcribed. 

During  the  adminifiration  of  thefe  remedies, 
cold  fhould  be  avoided,  and  the  breaflis  fhould 
be  covered  with  a  hare's  ikin  drelTed.  or  flannel: 
the  fame  rules  like  wife  are  proper  in  ail  the 
fiibfequent  m.ethods  of  cure. 

Mercurials  ufed  externally,  as  ointments,  or 
inwardly  taken,  uncomhined  with  antimonial  or 
fulphureous  preparations,  have  done  inexpref- 
fiblc  mifchief  in  this  and  the  other  images  of 

the 
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the  fcirrhus  and  cancerous  difeafes.     Mercufy 
alone  aggravates  all  the  jymptoi-ns  of  the  cancer. 

Similar  modes  to  thoie  recommended  fucceed 
in  the  indurated  breafc?^  which  happen  during 
lyiiig  in,-  and  they  may  be  fafely  prefcribed, 
even  if  the  mother  fuckle  her  infant  ;  this 
abundance  of  experience  has  ^mply  proved. 

The  fetond  /pedes  oi  induration,  where  the 
veins  and  lymphatic  vejfels  are  both  afFedted,  a 
like  mode  of  cure  is  required  ;  but  a  ftridter 
regimen  fnould  be  prefcribed,  and  the  remedies 
ihould  be  given  in  larger  dofeSj  but  never  fo  as 
to  raife  any  painful  irritation  either  in  the  flo* 
mach  or  the  general  habit.  It  is  the  peculiar 
merit  of  the  prefent  plan,  that  fmall  dofes  of 
thefe  important  remedies  never  difag;ree  with 
the  moil  delicate  conflitution,  \t  well  prepared ; 
but  on  this  depends  their  fuccefs. 

In  the  fccond  ilage  of  the  diforder  likewife, ' 
cinnabar,  or  ^/Echiop/s  mineralj  have  been  pre- 
fcibed  with  purified  nitre,  rubbed  together  very 
fine,  and  found  uieful. 

Thefe  powders  are  to  be  taken  three  or  four 
times  in  the  day  to  :^fs.  in  two  table  fpoonfuls. 
of  camphorated  julep,  and  before  each  dofe  a 
Plummer's  pill,  beginning  vviih  half  a  grain, 
and  gradually  increailng  the  dofe  to  two  grains, 
according  to.  tlie  conftitution  of  the  patient, 
and  the  peculiar  circumilances  of  the  cafe. 

In 
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In  the  third  ftage,  where  the  veins,  lympha- 
tics ^  and  cells  of  the  adipofe  fubjlance  and  tubuli 
la5fiferiy  are  probably  filled  with  a  coagulated 
matter,  and  become  all  together  one  confufed 
mafs,  little  fuccefs  may  be  expedled,  yet  it  re- 
quires a  iimilar  mode  of  treatment ;  for  though 
no  cure  may  be  performed,  the  increafe  of  the 
diforder,  which  might  be  rapid,  is  frequently 
for  years  retarded. 

A  more  powerful  plan  may  iikewife  be  at- 
tempted, which,  though  feldom,  has  fometimes 
proved  fuccefsful. 

Inflead  of  the  pills,  in  addition  to  all  the 
former  methods,  the  following  preparation  may 
be  adminiilered,  if  there  appear  no  material  ob- 
jed:ion  in  the  patient's  conilitution,  or  in  the 
tone  of  the  flomach,  to  forbid  its  ufe  ;  though 
the  fmall  doles  of  the  bydrargyrus  muriaius^ 
joined  with  antimon,  tartartjat.,  rarely  difagrees 
with  any  patient,  being  from  the  thirty-fecond 
to  the  eighth  part  of  a  grain. 

No.  9.     ly.  Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr.  ij. 

Hydrarg.  muriat.  gr.  j.  foive  in 
Julep,  e  camphor,  fxvj,  deinde  adtle 
_  Sal,  nitr.  31],  capiat  ^is.  vel  coch.  j.  velv-ij. 

ter  de  die,  ex  coch.  iiij.  deco6ri  feqaentis. 

No.  10,     I^.  Rad.  farfaparil.  incif.  ^ij.  coque  in  aq.  pur. 
Ibifs.  ad  iibram  unara  U  cola. 

The  folution  Ihould  be  meafured  in  a  wooden 
D  ,  Ipoon^ 
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fpocn,  which   ihould  contain  exadly  half  an 
ounce,  or  in  a  glafs  meafure. 

The  diet  and  nitrous  drink,  as  before  pre- 
fcribed,  will  likewife  be  ufeful. 

It  may  be  obferved^  that  all  the  preceding 
modes  of  treatment  are  intended  to  attempt 
the  removal  of  the  caufes  of  cancers ;  by  ex- 
citing an  adion  in  the  coats  of  the  veflels,  to 
refolve,  change,  or  expel  the  impacted  matter  : 
therefore  opiates^  hemlock^  or  fuch  fharcotlcSy  will 
be  highly  improper,  as  they  would  defeat  the 
falutary  attem^pts  by  dimlniihing  the  moving 
powers,  and  they  appear  highly  contradidory 
to  any  intention  of  cure. 

The  Jucceeding  jlage  is  the  manifell  cancer, 
which  does  not  always  obferve  the  progrefs  al- 
leadv  defcribed  ;  the  variations  are  indefcriba- 
ble  ;  for  fometimes  little  dark-coloured  indu- 
rated lumps  appear  in  the  furface  of  the  breafl, 
not  larger  than  peafe ;  in  others  a  large  fwel- 
lins:  of  the  color  of  a  mulberrv  ;  in  others  the 
nipple  dravv's  in,  and  is  furrounded  with  a  ftony 
hardnefs ;  in  others  the  whole  adipofe  mem- 
brane, from  the  breafl  to  the  back,  becom.es 
hard,  impeding  refpiration.  Ail  thefe  fpecies 
are  too  often  incurable  from  their  origin.  Sur- 
geons ufe  the  knife  ;  but  thefe  diforders  gene- 
rally relapfe  after  a  cruel  operation  :  to  many 
mtlancholy  inftances  of  which,  too  H^.ocking  to 
"  relate. 
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relate,  I  have  been  frequently  witnefs ;  and  I 
find  this  has  been  the  obfervation  of  ail  refpec- 
table  praditioners,  ancient  or  modern. 

.  Whether  if  patients  were  to  purfue  the  modes 
already  recommended,  in  conjundtion  with  the 
operation,  time  and  a  candid  trial  alone  can  de- 
termine :  for  my  own  part,  from  not  being  able 
to  perceive  praditioners  juflified  in  attempting 
a  dubious  operation,  where  the  diforder  is  often 
rendered  more  violent,  I  mud  confefs,  from 
confcientious  motives  and  my  own  private  feel- 
ings, I  have  never  afTented  to  the  operation  un- 
der the  lalt-mentioned  circumRances,  or  indeed 
in  any  of  the  foregoing  ftages. 

Various  projeds,  many  of  which  are  highly 
fuperftitious  and  ridiculous,  and  others  barba- 
rous, at  different  periods  hav^e  been  fuggefled, 
and  pradifed  ro  cure  the  occult  cancer  :  a  dy- 
ing man's  hand,  the  application  of  a  toad,  a 
piece  of  undrefTed  veal^  fpittle^  plaiflers,  a  corny 
or  callous  fubftance  from  the  leg  of  a  horfe, 
urine  of  a  child  fed  on  goat's  milk,  juice  of  cli- 
vers,  poultice  of  potatoes^  vervain  hung  about 
the  neck;  innumerable  abfurdities  of  charms^ 
amulets,  and  ftrange  exorcifms ;  palTages  from 
holy  fcripture  wrapped  up  pioufly  in  paper,  and 
worn  near  the  part  alfeded  ;  eledlricity ;  vari- 
ous cauftics,  or  arfenic  applied  as  a  plaiiler, 
which  lall  is  Flunkefs  fecrec  to  ad  as  a  cauflic, 
D  2  by 
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Ixy  corroding  and  deftroying  the  parts  indurated, 
under  the  fpecious  and  more  flattering  denomi- 
nation of  a  plaifter  to  draw  out  the  core,  as  it  is 
called.  I  have  feen  this  laft  method  prove  hor- 
ridly painful  and  deflrudtive.  Bliflers  have 
been  applied;  corroding  lotions,  \^'arm  lini- 
ments, and  thoufands  of  irrational  or  cruel  re- 
medies. Iniignificant  medicaments  can  do  no 
effential  fervice  in  the  difeafe ;  but  all  fliarp  ir- 
ritating applications  exafperate  the  fymptoms, 
and  always  haften  death.  Some  prefcriptions 
originate  in  extreme  folly  and  credulity  ;  in 
raihnefs^  ignorance,  or  barbarity ;  others  in  the 
pureil  benevolent  intentions,  undirected  by  me- 
dical fcience.  The  fufferers  are  generally  im- 
patient, and  often  exped:  more  than  the  medi- 
cal art  admits,  and,  like  a  drowning  man,  catch 
at  every  ftraw  affuming  the  form  of  relief. 
Every  fpecies  of  knavery  has  been  impofed  on 
cancerous  patients  *. 

It  would  be  diiEcult  to  determine  whether 
officious  humanity  and  friendfliip  of  relations, 

*  Black  hellebore  in  auricula  leporis  ex.,  ladies'  bed  ftraw 
pal.  ex.,  privet,  herb  robert,  burnet  faxifrage,  fait  of  foot 
outwardly  rifes  a  vapor,  fat  of  a  crocodile,  gall  of  Iheep, 
bees  in  powder,  millepedes,  tantharides  boiled  in  oil,  lapis 
infernalis,  prepared  lead,  diaphoretic  oil  of  mercury,  fweet 
red  fublimate,  anodyiicoil  of  arfenic  as  a  wafh,  Faber's  quint- 
clTence  of  antimony,  Faber's  efTence  of  arfenic,  flower  of  oint- 
ments, hemlock,  nightfliade,  Stc. 

or 
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or  the  mod  artful  defign  and  impofture  of 
quacks,  have  done  moft  injury  to  the  afRided 
laboring  under  cancerous  complaints.  The 
former  often  prevent  affiftance  by  a  prefump- 
tious  dependence  on  irrational  chimeras;  the 
latter  deilroy,  by  an  infamous  and  unfeeling 
determination  to  purfue  every  fpecies  of  prac- 
ticable deception,  through  ignorance,  defign, 
or  temerity. 

On  the  confirmed  internal  occult  Cancer. 

This  is  that  Hage  of  the  difeafe  in  which  the 
vefTels  and  cells  of  the  tela  celluloja  are  dif- 
tended,  the  fluids  are  coagulated,  the  glandular 
fubftance  is  affedred,  and  the  free  circulation  of 
the  arterial  fyftem,  through  the  tumor,  im- 
peded, or  altogether  obflruded  ;  to  which  are 
joined  acute  pains,  a  diilinct  tumor,  or  many 
tumors  in  different  parts  of  the  breafl,  irregular 
in  their  figure  and  dimcnfions,  ami  often  very 
painful  on  being  touched  ;  the  external  veins 
are  often,  but  not  always,  varicous.  Thefe 
fymptoms,  happening  to  women  about  the  time 
of  the  total  celfation  of  the  menfes,  may  be 
juilly  termed  of  a  cmicerous  tendency;  for  the 
tumors  which  accidentally  happen  in  an  earlier 
period  of  life,  or  from  lying  in,  are  not  of  a 
cancerous  nature,  though  by  bad  management 
they  may  become  fo  frequently.     This  didinc- 
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tlon,  however,  not  having  been  properly  ad- 
verted to,  has  given  an  opportunity  to  igno- 
rance and  impofture  to  pretend  they  have  cured 
cancerous  cafes  where  no  cancer  exiiled.  It  is 
with  concern  1  mention  the  cruelty  of  fome 
furgeons,  who  have  operated  on  tumors  that 
were  abfolutely  not  cancerous  :  fuch  pracftices 
humanity  and  the  honor  of  the  medical  profef- 
fion  fiiould  difcountenance  as  much  as  poffible. 

On  the  Operation  for  cancer om  Tumors. 

In  tne  treatment  of  the  afore- mentioned 
Hage  of  the  difeafe,  it  becomes  a  queilion  whe- 
ther the  removal  of  the  fcirrhus  by  the  knife 
be  an  eligible  pradice  ?  or  wdiether  the  pallia- 
tive methods  of  cure  be  preferable  ? 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on  thofe 
queftions ;  when  we  are  more  guided  by  the 
laws  of  reafon,  humanity,  and  fadts,  than  pre- 
judices, or  the  erroneous  authority  of  the  art 
of  furgery.  After  fome  years  experience  and 
confideration  on  thefe  important  fubjeds,  the 
following  is  the  rcfult : 

No  tum.or  of  this  nature  fnould  be  removed, 
pnlefs  exquifite  pain  urge  its  neceility,  or  he- 
morrhage. 

If  the  operation  in  any  cafe  be  advlfeable, 
which  I  much  doubt,  it  ihould  be  when  there 
is  only  one  turner^  or  two,  and  thefe  not  only 
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contiguous  to  each  other,  but  detached  from 
the  ped:oral  mufcle,  moveable,  and  where  no 
other  part  of  the  breafl  is  difeafed,  nor  fweU 
lings  under  the  armpit ;  to  determine  which, 
with  precifion,  requires  no  fmail  experience 
and  difcernment. 

If  the  bread  be  difeafed  in  different  parts, 
although  there  may  be  one  tumor  harder  than 
the  reft,  the  removal  of  this  will  be  abfolutely 
improper ;  for  it  will  only  occafion  a  ncceflity 
for  repeated  operations,  and,  after  variety  of 
torment,  generally  deftroys  the  patient ;  of 
which  many  furgeons  in  London  are  well  in- 
formed. 

If  the  tumor  or  tumors  adhere  to  the  peiftoral 
mufcle,  or  if  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  axilla^ 
be  affedied,  or  the  arm  fwelled  cedematous,  the 
operation  will  not  politively  fucceed.but  increafe 
the  patient's  torments,  and  prove  more  rapidly 
fatal. 

In  external  hard  iuhercida,  of  the  color  of 
the  blackberry,  mulberry,  or  ftrawberry,  whe*^ 
ther  large  and  fingle,  or  fmall  ?iTid  num.erous, 
the  operation  is  doubtful.  The  application  of 
the  lunar  and  other  caiifiics  have  produced  inex- 
preflible  mifery,  but  no  cure  in  x}cit{^  tuber cula. 
I  have,  however,  cured  fome  of  thefe  cafes  by 
the'ufe  of  the  concentrated  nitrous  acid, 
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From  having  many  opportunities  to  deter- 
tnine  whether  the  operation  Ihould,  in  any  in- 
ilance,  be  performed  in  the  true  and  confirmed 
cancer,  it  appears,  in  general,  exceptionable 
hj  the  laws  of  moral  red:itude  and  humanity, 
though  defencible  by  the  received  opinions  of 
IBany  furgeons.  If,  however,  any  future  proofs 
to  the  contrary  of  this  dodtrine  fhould  convince 
me  that  this  is  a  prejudicial  opinion,  I  would 
chearfuUy  retradl  the  dodtriRe. 

The  firft  coniideration  in  this  operation  fhould 
be,  whether  it  will  anfwer  the  end  propofe^, 
ffeat  is,  the  abfoiute  cure  of  the  difeafe,  or  a 
permanent  alleviation. 

The  amputation  of  the  fcirrhus  bread  is,  at 
ht^y  doubtful;  therefore  ihould  be  undertaken 
with  the  greateil  caution  and  circumfped^ion  : 
if  is  frequently  fruitlefs. 

It  often  produces  a  rapid  augmentation  of 
the  difeafe,  and  haftens  deaths  v;ith  additional 
mifery. 

If  in  fome  very  favorable  cafes  it  Ihould  re- 
move the  difeafe  for  one,  two,  three,  or  four 
years,  which  by  no  ^'means  whatever  can  be 
prevlottjly  afccrtained,  yet  in  moll  inftances  it 
produces  a  painful  incurable  ulcer,  and  always 
ends  fatally. 

Many  are  the  inftan-ces  in  which  the  difeafed 
brealt  has  been   cut  out,  and  the  wound  has 
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healed  ;  but  after  Tome  time  the  ulcer  has  re- 
appeared with  increafed  violence,  exquilite  tor- 
ture, and  always  terminated  unfortunately. 

On  the  Confequences^of  the  Scirrbus  of  the  BreaftSy 
when  unajjifted  by  medical  or  chirurgtcal  'Treat* 
ment. 

The  indurated  tumors  of  the  breads  remain, 
in  fome  cafes,  without  any  augmentation  of 
the  difeafe,  or  malignant  fymptoms,  iox  fever  at 
years. 

In  fome  inftances  the  diforder  becomes  rapidly 
malignant,  the  tumor  or  tumors  increafc,  and 
arc  attended  with  acute  excruciating  pains. 

In  both  cafes  they  commonly  become  ulce- 
rous ;  firll  an  excoriation  appears,  ifluing  a  thin 
acrimonious  ferum,  the  ulcer  enlarges,  the  tu- 
mors throw  o^  firatum  dSt^v  ftratum  of  the  dif- 
cafed  parts,  fmelling  horridly  foetid ;  fome- 
times  very  large  mafles  can  be  cafily  feparated; 
at  others  the  parts  are  extremely  putrid  without 
feparation. 

Fungufles,  tubercles,  and  large  excrefccnces, 
arife  fucceffively ;  for  as  one  becomes  putrid, 
fcparates,  and  is  removed,  others  make  their 
appearance. 

In  other  inftances  thedifeafed  parts  gradually 

putrify  and  feparate,  forming  a  large  fpreading 
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ulcer,  corroding  all  the  adjacent  parts ;  the 
ribs  themfelves  are  often  expofed  by  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  the  periofteum. 

A  heBic  fever  accompanies  the  other  horrid 
fymptoms,  which  feems  to  arife  from  a  partial 
abforption  of  the  cancerous  acrimony?;  other 
glandular  parts  are  likewife  often  afFedted,  and 
particularly  the  lymphatic  fyftcm.  Thofe  fur* 
gcons,  therefore,  are  in  a  moft  palpable  error 
who  fuppofe  that  the  cancer  is  a  mere  local  dif- 
tajey  requiring  only  local  applications  or  opera- 
tions. The  juices  of  the  cancerous  patients 
are  contaminated  by  the  cancerous  acrimony  : 
hence  the  neceflity  of  changing  the  flate  of 
the  blood ;  hence  the  reafon  for  applying  re- 
medies to  remove  glandular  and  lymphatic  dif- 
cafe  ;  hence  the  reafon  why  removing  the  dif- 
€afed  part,  by  cutting,  does  not  cure  the  can- 
cerous diforder  *. 

At  laft,  after  inexprcflible  mifery,  of  longer 
or  Ihorter  continuance,  with  conftant  refpira- 
^ion  in  jthe  putrid  exhalations  iffuing  from  the 
fores,  the  patient  becomes  more  and  more  de- 
bilitated ;  fometimes  the  acute  pains  diminifh, 
at  others  not,  till  nature,  exhauiled  by  tortures 
and  the  cruel  ravages  of  this  ferocious  difeafe, 
death  clofcs  the  miferable  fcene. 

*  Whoeyer  wilhes  to  fee  the  moft  conclufive  reafonings  o«. 
this  fubjefl:  may  confult  my  Trfatife  on  the  Cuft  of  «Iccratcd 
LegS|  lie.  4th£4itiom 
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On  the  Confequences  of  the  Scirrhus  of  the  Ereafis, 
when  under  the  Bire£lion  of  Jurgical  and  medi* 
cal  AJJiJlance, 

Enough  has  been  faid  of  the  confequences 
attending  arfenical  cauJlicSy  or  operating  with 
the  knife.  If  the  ulcer  Ihould  not  incarn  and 
cicatrife  after  the  operation,  the  diforder  pro- 
ceeds in  a  manner  fimilar  to  the  antecedent  de- 
fcription,  but  varying  almoft  with  every  indi- 
vidual patient. 

In  fome  inftances  the  ulcers  produced  by  the 
knife  or  cauftic  remain  incurable,  and  torment 
for  two  or  three  years;  in  others  the  ulcers 
fpread  fuddenly,  and  put  a  final  period. to  life 
in  the  dreadful  manner  already  defcribed. 

Human  forefight  fails  in  the  prognoftic  of 
thefe  difeafes  when  a  cure  is  attempted  by  an 
operation  ;  cures  in  the  real  occult  cancer,  I 
believe,  are  rarely  or  never  performed  by  cut* 
ting :  in  all  which  inftances  the  patient  is  ever 
rendered  more  miferable.  Even  all  the  ancient 
as  w^ell  as  modern  writers  acknowledge  this, 
from  Hippocrates  and  Celfus  to"  the  prefent  time, 
and  yet  moft  furgeons  have,  and  do  operate. 
Why  Ihould  miracles  be  more  expedted  now 
than  formerly  ?  or  why  fhould  furgery  conti- 
nue in  cruel  error,  which  all  its  authors  confefs 
10  have  been  uniformly  unfortunate  ? 
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By  a  judicious  internal  and  external  treat- 
ment, joined  with  an  exadt  regimen,  according 
to  the  conftitution  of  patients,  and  circum- 
flances  of  cafes,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is 
frequently  retarded,  its  ravaging  effeds  are 
greatly  mitigated,  the  ulcerous  flage,  mod  to 
be  dreaded,  is  at  leafl  fufpended,  and  often 
many  years  prevented  ;  and  though  an  ahjolute 
cure  can  feldom  be  performed,  yet  life  may  be 
frequently  rendered  lefs  miferable  by  an  alle- 
viation of  all  the  fymptoms.  The  utmolt  li- 
mits of  medicine  extend  no  farther  in  thefe  un- 
conquerable difeafes ;  the  caufes  of  which  and' 
iomy,  phyfiology,  pathology y  and  therapeutics ^  will 
clearly  explain  to  thofe  well  verfed  in  the  fcieace 
of  medicine  and  furgery. 

Some  general  Inferences  on  the  different  Attempts  to 
cure  cancerous  D'Jeqfes, 

The  origin,  ftages,  profpecfts  of  cure,  and 
ill  confequences  of  cancerous  complaints,  being 
explained,  humanity  demands  fome  conclufive 
doftrines  from  the  foregoing  premifes. 

I.  A  tumor  or  tumors  in  the  breafl,  with 
or  without  pain,  before  the  celTation  of  the 
menllrual  evacuation,  are  generally  yiot  cance- 
rousp 

II.  All  tumors  which  happen  in  lying-in  are 
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never  cancerous,  and  therefore  Ihould  not  be 
extrad:ed  by  the  knife,  or  any  other  cruel  me- 
thod. 

III.  Extracting  indolent  ox  unpainful  {sYell'mgs 
of  the  breafts  by  knife,  plailler,  or  cauftic,  un- 
lefs  with  a  certainty  of  radically  curing  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  extremely  barbarous,  unnecelTary,  and 
frequently,  in  the  end,  fatal. 

IV.  Unpainful  fwellings  in  the  breafl  often 
remain  many  years  without  any  increafe,  or  viii- 
ble  injury  to  patients  ;  but  no  furgeon  can  pre- 
vioully  determine  what  will  be  the  confequencc 
of  an  operation. 

V.  If  it  could  be  proved  that  many  indolent 
tumors  have  been  extradted,  the  patients  reco- 
vered, and  the  breaft  has  ever  after  remained 
found;  yet  thefe  circumftances  are  by  no  means 
admitted  in -favor  of  cutting,  becaufe  thofe  com- 
plaints were  not  cancerous,  and  might  perhaps 
have  been  removed  by  milder  methods. 

VI.  Mofl  of  the  pretended  cures  by  cutting, 
on  examination,  have  been  found  of  the  fore- 
going clafs ;  but  by  the  apprehension  of  the 
patient  and  unflsLilfulnefs  of  the  operator  have 
been  called,  without  any  regard  to  truths  real 
cancers.  Vague  report  likevvife  aiTerts,  that 
cancers  have  been  cured  by  every  fpecies-  of 
fuperilition,  and  by  trifling  remedies  direded 
by  unlearned  people.     Aik  the  parties  the  true 
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definitldn  of  a  cancer,  and  the  fallacy  of  their 
preteniions  is  immediately  difcovered.  If  any 
one  Ihould  alTert  a  cancer  is  cured,  who  knows 
not  its  definition,  it  would  be  height  of  abfur- 
dity  or  madnefs  to  credit  fuch  report;  for  who- 
ever underftands  not  the  nature  and  fymptoms 
of  a  difeafe,  fo  as  to  give  a  clear  definition, 
muil  be  necelTarily  ignorant  of  what  he  attempts 
to  cure,  and  is  liable  firfl  to  deceive  himfelf, 
and  afterwards  the  refl  of  mankind, 

VII.  It  therefore  requires  very  little  confi- 
deratioh  with  men  of  integrity,  ikill,  and  hu- 
manity, whether  a  dubious  and  cruel  operation 
fhould  be  adopted,  when  no  real  neceflity,  from 
an  appreheniion  of  future  ill  confequcnces,  nor 
the  prefent  danger  of  death,  urges  fuch  a  raik 
mtthod. 

VIII.  It  appears  more  rational  and  fafe  to 
leave  fuch  cafes  to  chance,  or  to  treat  them 
mildly,  than  by  rough,  and  often  vain,  at- 
tempts at  radically  curing,  to  rifk  the  produc- 
tion of  an  incurable  difeafe  or  ulcer,  where 
none  before  exiftcd. 

ix.  Neither  the  art  of  medicine  nor  artiils 
are  always  refponiible  for  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
operations ;  for  perfons  afflidled  with  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  cancerous  complaints  are  fre- 
quently very  impatient  :  they  often  fly  from 
ikill,  learning,  and  finceriry,  into  the  mercilefa 
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hands  of  unfkllfulnefs,  prcfumption,  and  me^ii 
artifice  :  thoufands  thus  become  vid:ims  to 
their  own  folly  and  credulity,  and,  with  a 
dreadful  angmentation  of  mifery,  voluntarily 
ihorten  their  own  exiflence  *• 

X.  In  painful  tumors,  or  real  cancers,  or  ul- 
cers of  the  breaft,  happening  at  the  age  of  for- 
ty or  "fifty,  when  the  menfes  have  ceafed,  or 
nearly  ccafe  to  flow,  the  extraction  by  the 
knife,  under  the  favorable  circumflances  alrea- 
dy delivered,  has  proved,  in  fome  inllances,  a 
temporary  cure ;  but  in  far  the  greater  num- 
ber the  difeafe  has  returned  with  additional 
violence  and  devaftation,  and,  after  cruelly  tor- 
menting the  afili(3:ed  patient  for  a  longer  or 
ihorter  period,  always  proved  fatal. 

.XI.  Under  fuch  circumllances  of  hope  and 
hazard,  pradtitioners  in  medicine  will  decide 
differently.     Thofe  who  cautioufiy  refiedl:,  and 

*  I  lately  was  called  to  a  ihocking  inftancc  of  this  nature. 
A  gentlewoman  had  an  unpainftil  fcirrhus  of  the  breaft,  and 
applied  to  a  foreign  quack,  who  has  for  years  abufed  the  re- 
gular pra£litioners  in  the  public  papers:  he  ufed  fome  appli- 
fations  which  foon  produced  ulcers  ;  afterwards  a  fungus  grew 
rapidly  very  large,  weighing  at  lead  eight  or  ten  pounds,  hor- 
ridly fcEtid.  Two  furgeons  now  living  in  town  undertook  to 
cut  off  the  difeafed  parts,  which  was  performed  dextroully; 
tut  the  unfortunate  patient  langui-Hied  a  Ihort  time  in  inex- 
preffible  mifery,  and  died.  Innumerable  inftances  of  this  na- 
twrc  may  b«  produced. 
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who  poiTefs  feniibility,  will  avoid  recommend- 
ing a  fuccefslefs  operation,  left  they  aggra- 
vate  human  calamity,  and  Ihorten  the  duration 
of  life.     . 

The  bolder  clafs  of  furgeons,  particularly 
the  young  and  inexperienced,  and  all  who  arc 
devoid  of  feeling,  will  rafhly  undertake  the 
operation,  and  will  confider  themfelves  jufli- 
fied  in  having  prad:ifed  the  modes  of  treat- 
ment which  authors,  but  not  reafon,  humanity, 
nor  juflice,  prefcribe  *. 

XII.  In  the  treatment  by  proper  regimen, 
adapted  to  each  individual,  in  conjundion  with 
the  remedies  recommended  in  this  treatife, 
while  the  diforder  is  recent^  a  cure  has  been 
obtained :  fome  initances  have  remained  well 


*  About  feven  years  ago  a  patient,  laboring  under  an  occult 
cancer  of  the  tejlis^  was  earneftly  advifecl  by  a  very  Ikilful 
furgeon,  in  confultation  with  an  excellent  anatomift,  to  un- 
dergo cajiration^  as  tha  only  probable  means  of  favi-ag  his 
life,  and  preventing  future  ill  confequences.  The  patient  had 
fubmitted,  and,  as  no  one  could  forefee  the  refult  of  the  ope- 
ration, be  fettled  his  afiairs.  The  cafe  certainly  appeared 
very  defperate  j  but  he  was  perfeftly  cured  by  internal  reme- 
dies, chiefly  by  Plummer's  pill,  camphor,  and  nitre,  in.  eleven 
weeks,  and  thus  happily  fnatched  from  a  moft  dreadful  opera- 
tion, and  perhaps  from  death.  This  patient  has  remained  in 
the  moft  perfect  health,  and  continues  {o  to  this  day.  Another 
perfon,  under  fimilar  circumftances,  was  cured  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  former  was  patient  to  Mr.  Kennedy,  Great 
Queen  Street, 
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above  ten  years,  and  continue  well  at  this  pre- 
fent  time. 

In  many  other  inftances  the  diforder  has 
advanced,  and  terminated  fatally  ;  but  thofe 
modes  of  treatment  have,  in  numerous  in- 
fiances,  alleviated  the  mifery,  and  rendered  the 
remaining  paiTage  through  life  more  comfort- 
able. It  Ihould,  however,  be  confcfTed,  that 
whatever  mode  be  purfued,  the  difeafe  is  fre- 
quently incurable,  and  generally  terminates  fa- 
tally :  therefore  the  cancer,  in  whatever  man- 
ner viewed,  mufl  be  confidered  an  evil  of  the 
greatefl  magnitude  to  human  beings,  which  has 
oppofed,  and  ever  mufty  from  its  nature,  fre- 
quently reiiit  all  medical  attempts  in  the  radi- 
cal cure.  As  this  is  the  truth,  why  riik  the^ 
unrelenting  and  cruel  ufe  of  the  knife  ?  Where- 
fore difturb  a  diforder  which  in  many  inftances 
is  bearable,  and  fafely  alleviable,  in  hopes  of 
cure,  where  fuccefs  rarely  happens,  but  wherein 
pain  is'  too  frequently  augmented,  and  a  mifera- 
ble  death  experienced  ? 

The  progrefs  of  the  diforder  is  flow,  and  its 
malignity  may  be  often  corrected  ^  for  by  ikil- 
ful  management,  many  have  labored  under  can- 
cerous difeafes,  for  feveral  years,  without  any 
coniiderable  inconvenience.  Thefe  good  efFedts 
have  been  produced  chiefly  by  cinnaharine  pre" 
F  par  at  tons  9 
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paratms,  nitre,  jEthiops  mineralis,  mucilagineus 
gumsy  ahftinence  from  all  actdy  fait  ox  fpicy  food^ 
from  zWfpiriiuGUS  and  vinous  liquids ;  by  keep- 
ing the  mind  calm,  for  nothing  hailens  the'dif- 
order  fo  rapidly  as  perturbations  of  the  mind  : 
frequent   bkedings-^  are    fometimes    neceflary ; 
evacuants  of  the  purgative  clafs  occafionally ; 
all  corre6lors  of  acrimony,  as  the  farfaparillay 
Julphiireous preparations ^  magnefiaalha  ufl.gum  ara^ 
hie,  crude  antimony  prepared,  with  or  without 
nitre,  &c.  &c.     Thefe  various  remedies  are  to 
be  applied  to  every  individual  differently,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  and  ponftitu- 
tion  of  the  patient ;  by  refieding  on  the  power 
and  force  of  the  difeafe,  the  flrength  of  the  pa- 
tient,   the  power  of  the  medicine  prefcribed, 
and  the   contra-indications.     A  powerful  dif- 
eafe cannot  be  removed  by  trifling  remedies; 
nor  Ihould  violent  medicines  be  prefcribed  in  a 
flight  complaint,  or  in  debility  ;  but  thefe  im- 
portant objedis  mull:  be  left  to  the  fkiil  of  the 
judicious  prefcriber,  who  will  regulate  his  prac- 
tice  according   as  circumfl;ances  occur.     No- 
thing but  metallic  alteratives,  given  fo  as  never 
to  fliock  the  conflitution,  are  the  ieaft  likely  to 
fucceed  in  removing  glandular  or  lymphatic 
obflirudtions.     It  is    playing  with  the  difeafe, 
and  amuling  th^  patient  by  fpecious  deception, 
to  pretend  or  cxoed:  cures  can  be  performed 

by 
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by  trivial  remedies  in  an  obftinate,  formidable, 

and  difficult  difeafe. 


On  the  Management  of  the  cancerous  JJlcer^   or 
confirmed  manifeft  Cancer  of  the  Breafi, 

The  cancerous  ulcer  may  be  divided  into 
three  ftages  — 

I.  The  Commencement, 

II.  The  augmented  or  feparating  Stage, 

III.  Tht  putrid-ahforhing  Stage. 

The  commencement  is  commonly  an  exco- 
riation of  the  tumor^  a  black  fpot,  tubercle,  or 
a  fifllire  near  the  nipple,  with  fcirrhofity  of  the 
adjoining  parts,  attended  with  Iharp  darting 
pains,  and  a  thin  acrimonious  difcharge,  fuffi- 
ciently  acrid  to  inflame,  and  fometimes  corrode 
the  furrounding  parts. 

The  external  Treatment  of  the  firjl  Stage,  or 
Commencement. 

If  the  breaft  be  inflamed,  and  in  a  ftate  of 
diflention,  emollient  fomentations  Ihould  be 
applied  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  after- 
Vi^ard  the  ung,  populneum.,  alburn^  famhv.cinum^  or 
Goulard^ s  pomade,  oL  camphor,  &c.  &c.  Soft 
cataplafms  are  likewife  ufeful,  if  their  weight 
on  the  inflamed  fvvelling  caufe  no  uneafy  fenfa- 
F  2  tiou. 


r  36  ] 

tion.  The  bread  and  milk  poultice,  with  lard 
or  oil,  or  the  cataplafm  made  ^'\y\\  fanna jemi- 
Tium  liniy  may  be  ufed  ;  to  either  of  which  may- 
be added  Goulard's  ve'/eto-mlneral  water. 

The  following  liniment  has  greatly  abated 
the  burning  heat  and  furrounding  inflamma- 
tion, when  the  parts  are  not  much  difbended  : 

No.  II.     Yf'   Litharg.  aur,  bene  laevigat  3ifs. 

Acet  dlfcill-.t.  3J.    mhce  agitatione,   deinde 

adde 
Ol.  amygdal.  recent,  vel 
—  olivar.  opt.  J;ij. 
F.  iinimentum,    pariim    cujus  applicandum 

pai'tibiis  iiiflammatis,  ter  vel  qaater  de  die, 

ope  pluma^  mollis.  ,-; 

The  vegeto -mineral  zvafer^  reduced  to  half 
its  ufual  flrengtb,  is  frequently  ufeful  as  a  fo- 
mentation, to  be  applied  warm  ;  or  folutions  of 
camphor  with  decorticated  almonds  and  water. 

It  fhoiild  be  remarked,  that  no  application 
agrees  with  two  peribns  equally  alike ;  there- 
fore what  occafions  moil  eafe  fnould  be  conti* 
nued,  and  whatever  evidently  increafes  pain 
Hiould  be  rejedred.  The  furgeon,  however, 
iiiouid  ufe  caution,  led  he  be  deceived  on  this 
fubjeft;  for  patients  under  pain  are  often  apt 
to  attribute  their  mifery  or  eafe  to  falfe  caufes. 
They  frequently  condemn  an  application  or  in- 
ward remedy  as  the  caufe  of  their  torment, 
when  the  pain  arifes  from  the  nature  of   the 

complaint ; 
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complaint ;  and  often  perfuade  themfelves,  un- 
der anv  mitigation  of  the  fymptoms,  that  the 
laft  thing  applied  produced  the  alleviating 
effecft.     This  error  fhould  be  redtified. 

T^e  internal  Treatment  of  the  fir fi  Stage. 

The  remedies  internally  prefcribed  fhould  be 
accommodated  to  the  conilitutions  of  patients. 
To  the  plethoric  and  florid,  repeated  bleedings 
laxatives,  and  antiphiogiflics,  lliould  be  pre- 
fcribed, as  the  cathartic  falts,  mxx^y  fal  fod^y 
prunelUy  fal  polychrefi^  t  art  arum  Joluhile^  &c. 

To.  the  pallid,  nervous,  and  relaxed,  ihould 
be  prefcribed  antifpafmodics .  as  afiafoctida,  cam- 
phora,  valerian,  &c.,  to  dimiaifh  irritability  ; 
aloetic  laxatives,  fuch  2i%/apo  and  pUula  aroma^ 
tica,  extra^um  catharticum^  pilula  Rufiy  with  our 
pulvis  antimonialis^  of  the  new  College  Difpen- 
fatory,  one,  two,  or  three  grains  of  the  former, 
and  two  or  three  of  the  latter,  every  night,  to 
prevent  or  remove  confllpation.  Mild  mineral 
-alteratives,  and  corredors  of  acrimon}'-,  are  to 
be  recommended,  and  long  continued. 

To  the  corpulent,  cold,  languid,  and  re- 
laxed, if  the  tumor  be  fpongeous  or  foftifn, 
on  a  fuppofition  that  the  vafcular  fyilem  Is  re- 
laxed, the  chalybeate  preparations  have  been 
ufetul ;  but  are  improper  if  the  parts  are  in- 
flamed, or  the  tumors  very  hard.     The  lima- 

iura 
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tura  martis  prieparaia^  flores  vel  tln5lura  mar- 
iiaL  ,and  fimilar  preparations^  may  be  prc- 
fcribed,  if  heat  or  pain  do  not  fucceed  their 
exhibition. 

For  the  plethoric, 

Ko.  12.     15:.  Sal.  nitr. 

Sodae  aa  gr.  x. 

Julep,  e  camph. 
Aq.  pur.  aa  ^j. 
F.  hauilus  ter  in  die  fumendus. 

Or  thQpulvis  cum  clnnah,  and  nitr.  to  jfs,  or  gij. 
ter  de  die,  ex  §ij,  decodi  pedioraiis. 

The  decoElum  niirojum  may  be  ufed,  pro  potu 

cr  dinar  Ic, 

No.  13.     R.  Sal.  Rupel.  Ij.  folve  ill 

Aq.  pur.  ^iij,  Heinde  adde 
Emulfionis  commun.  ^v. 
F,  miftura,  cujus  capiat  coch.  iiij.  feme!,  bis 
de  die,  vel  fepius  in  conflipatione. 

The  Dog  and  Duck,  Epfom,  and  fimilar 
waters^  are  llkewife  good  antiphlogillic  purga- 
tives for  the  plethoric. 

For  the  pallid,  nervous,  bilious,  and  relaxed 

patients, 

No=  24.     5.  Pil.  ex  colocynth.  cum  aloe  3j. 

Saponis  amygdal.  ^fs.  M.  accurate, 
F.  pilulae  No.  sx.  fumat  j.  vel  ij.  pro  re 
Data, 

The  pill  NOe  2  or  No.  6  may  be  ordered  as  a 


deobilruent 
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d^obftruent  and  corrector,  with  the  follcwing 
powder  : 

No,  j^.     IJi.  Cinnab.  antimon.  ppt.  ^iij. 

Sal.  nitr. 

Pulv.  e  tragacantb.  c.  aa  3j.  M.  f.  pulvis, 
dividendus  in  xij.  dofes,  quarum  capiat 
unam  ter  vel  quater  de  die  ex  coch.  ij^ 
julep,  e  camph.  vel  aqu^  pur2. 

Or  the  following  bolus  and  draught  may  be 

taken  : 

No.  i6.     IJi,  ^thiop.  min.  refte  prsparat.  gr.  sij.  ad  jfs.'^ 
Pulv.  camph.  gr.  v.  fyr.  bairam  q.  s. 
F.  bolus,  ter  vel  quater  de  die  fumendus,  fu- 
perbibendo  hauftum  fequentem. 

No.  17.     5:.  Sal.  fodae  gr.  viij.  ad  gr.  xij.  folveiii 
Julep  e  camph.  ^ifs.  deinde  adde 
EiTent.  antimon.  Huxham  gutt.  xxx.  f.  hauf- 
tus. 

'  Opiates,  with  the  afore-mentioned  clafs  of 
patients,  Ihould  be  avoided,  as  a  light  delirium 
and  coftivenefs  frequently  fucceed  their  admi- 
niilration. 

The  jEtbiops  vegefalills,  antimonium  crudum 
ppt.,  Huxham' s  jEtbiops  fMhnonialiSy  and  fuch 
like  preparations,  are  ufeful. 

Decorum  farfaparill^^  or  a&,  hordeata^  and 
gum  arable,  are  proper,  p-o  potit  ordinario, 

*  By  triturating  equal  parts  of  argentum  vi'vufn  ■s.tA  fiorss 
fulph.f  without  heat,  according  to  our  Roy»l  College  Difpen- 
fatory. 

tor 
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For  the  corpulent,  with  a  languid  circula- 
tion, the  cold,  and  debilitated, 

Aloetics  as  laxatives;  tonics  are  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  neceflary  ;  in  which  latter  cafe 
the  medicines  for  the  bilious  and  nervous  clafs 
Ihould  be  preferred. 

No.  1 8.     I]^.  Infuf.  amar.  §ifs. 

Tin6t.  flor.  mart.  3J.  M. 

F.  haullus  ter  de  die  fumendus. 

Or, 

No.  19.     ]^.  "Flor.  mart.  31].' 
Spec,  aromat.  ^ij. 
Con.  rofar.  liifs.  M. 
1\  eled.  ciijus  capiat  C^N.  M.  ter  de  die. 

Other  chalybeates,  and  fometimes  the  cortex 
Peruvianus  in  milk,  will  be  proper. 

No.  20,     5i.  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  3ij. 

Cinnab.  antimon.  ppt.  3j.  M, 
F.  pulvis,  dividendus  in  viij.  dofes,  quarutti 
fumat  vinam  ter  de  die  ex  coch.iij.  aqu^- 
purae,  hordeat^,  vel  julep,  e  camphor. 

With  this  clafs  of  patients  a  dry  diet  is  ab- 
folutely  necefTary, 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the  inflances  are 
few  in  which  the  bark,  or  other  tonics,  prove 
ufeful ;  for,  on  the  contrary,  they  oftener  ex- 
cite pain ;  under  which  circumflance  they  Ihoulc' 
be  immediately  difcontinued. 


0« 
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On  the  external  Treatment  of  the  augmented  or 
feparating  Stage  of  the  Cancer. 

The  rules  for  deterging,  incarning,  and  ci- 
catrifing  ulcers  in  general,  are  precluded  in  the 
cancerous  ulcer;  for  human  art  commonly  fails 
in  the  attempt  to  deterge,  incarn,  or  cicatrifc 
the  cancer. 

If  the  difcharge  of  the  ulcerated  parts  Ihould 
be  very  copious,  no  aftringent  applications 
ihould  be  ufed,  for  they  create  pain. 

The  ulcers  Ihould  be  cleanfed  with  warm 
camphorated  lotions,  &c. 

The  mildeft  ointments  fpread  on  lint  Ihould 
be  ufed,  as  the  unguentum  album,  or  any  of 
the  unguents  already  recommended. 

No.  21.     5i.  Sperm,  ceti  fij. 

Ol.  mucilag.  ^viij, 

F.  unguentum  fecundum  artem. 

Or, 

No,  22,     15^.  Axung.  porcin.  recent,  thj. 

Ceruir.  ppt.  ^iv.     F,  unguentum. 

The  ulcerations  ihould  be  kept  very  clean ; 
but  this  IS  difficult,  owing  to  the  irregular  fur- 
faces  of  the  ulcers,  and  the  danger  of  irritating 
the  parts  afFeded. 


No.  23.     15^.  Extraft.  faturn.  Goulard  3j. 

Aq.  pur.  mollis  iby*    F,  lotio. 


No.  24.' 
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K0.24.   15,. 

Sacchar.  faturn.  3j. 

Aq.  rofar.  %\j,  M.     F.  lotio. 

No.  2^.      R. 

Merc,  corrof.  fub.  gr.  xv.  folve  In 

Aq.  ilor.  fambuc.  tbij.     F.  lotlo. 

When  the  furfaces  of  the  ulcers  are  not  very 
green  and  foul,  the  lotions  23  and  24,  made 
tepid,  will  be  proper, 

Cinnabarine  fumigations  are  likewife  nccefp 
fary,  if  no  pain  follow  their  ufe. 

When  the  ulcers  are  very  foul,  greeniih,  and 
foetid,  the  lotion  25  fhould  be  recommended, 
the  aqua  calcis^  or  phag^denica,  and  iimilar  de- 
terge rs. 

When  frefh  dreflings  are  applied,  after  the 
ulcers  are  well  cleanfed  in  the  gentleil  mannev 
poffible,  ail  the  humidity  fhould  be  abforbed, 
whether  it  be  caufed  by  the  lotion  or  the  ulce- 
rous difcharge;  for  the  matter,  or  any  part  of 
it,  remaining  on  the  ulcer,  or  even  in  its  fif- 
fures,  will  hourly  become  more  acrid  and  create 
pain. 

The  lotions  may  be  applied  with  a  feather,^ 
or  in  the  parts  diiiicuit  of  accefs  by  a  fyringe  ; 
but  each  mode  ihould  be  performed  with  a 
light  hand,  leil  by  the  ulcerations  being  irri- 
tated the  patient's  mifery  fhould  be  increafed. 

After  the  difeafed  parts  are  well  cleanfed 
and  dried,  ilit  faturnine  ointments,  or,  in  fhort, 

whatever 
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whatever  agrees  beft  with  the  fore,  fliould  be 
ijfed,  and  repeated. 

The  carrot  cataplafm,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  co>- 
vering  the  foul  uneven  furface  of  the  ulcer,  or 
a  cataplafai  of  potatoes,  being  innocent  appli- 
cations, frequently  prevent,  in  fome  .meafure, 
the  fetor,  or  putrid  exhalations,  from  annoy- 
ing the  patients  or  attendants.  Powdered  cam- 
phor may  be  likewife  added. 

The  fuppofition  of  any  fpecific  qualities  in 
the  carrot,  or  fuch  like  applications,  for  the 
cure  of  cancers,  argues  the  mofl  ridiculous 
credulity. 

A  ftrong  decodlion  of  the  leaves  of  hemlock, 
or  a  folution  of  its  extradl,  joined  with  liufeed 
flower,  or  other  innocent  farinaceous  fubftances, 
have  been  ufed  as  cataplafms;  the  bruifed 
leaves  of  cicuta  are  likewife  applied,  with  no 
inconfiderable  faith,  even  by  learned,  and  ap- 
parently rational,  practitioners,  as  poflefiing 
fpecific  powers  in  curing  cancers. 

Such  ill-founded  expcdlations  can  only  arife 
from  an  unacquaintance  with  the  immediate 
caufes,  progrefs,  and  termination  of  cancers, 
and  the  properties  of  fuch  medicaments.  The 
fiery  mad  pailion  after  narcotic  and  acrid  poi- 
fons,  as  fpecific  remedies,  rages  now  with  in- 
credible and  thoughtlefs  fury,  particularly 
•  amongfl:  juvenile  practitioners.     Colleges  and 

G  2  viniver- 
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univerfities,  where  often  much  theory,  but  lit- 
tle experience  in  pradice^  abound,  have  fanc- 
tified  the  exhibition  of  many  poifons,  as  may 
be  feen  in  difpenfatories.  Irreparable  mifchief 
has  been  produced  ;  but  perhaps  the  voice  of 
an  individual,  at  prefent,  would  be  loft  amidH 
the  violent  clamors  of  the  inexperienced  and 
prejudiced,  otherwife  nothing  merits  more  fe- 
vere  animadvcriion.  The  admiffion  of  poifons, 
as  fpecifics,  is  the  moil  elFediual  mode  of 
wrefiing  from  the  art  all  principles  of  true 
fcience  and  learning,  at  the  hazard  of  intro^ 
ducing  the  moll  dangerous  and  rafli  empiri- 
cifm  *. 

If,  however,  any  eafe  from  the  hemlock  or 
folanum  can  be  procured  by  external  applica- 
tion, it  might  be  prefcrited ;  but  there  arifes 
a  difgufting  fterich  from  the  hemlock  bruifed, 
producing  fometimes  dizzinefs  and  pains  in  the 

head ; 

M  j^  young  gentleman,  a  major  In  the  army,  lately  was 
fuddenly  deprived  of  life  by  taking  a  large  dofe  of  the  extra£t 
of  hemlock  as  a  remedy.  Another  lingered  and  died  in 
ftrong  convulfions  by  the  tife  of  an  arfenica-l  preparation  given 
for  the  agu  As  to  the  pretended  internal  virtues  of  hemlock 
in  curing  a  real  cancer,  nothing  but  folly  could  iuppofe  it.  I 
have  made  the  moft  circumfpect,  yet,  I  hope,  candid,  inqui- 
ries to  prove  whether  hemlock  ever  cured  a  confirmed  cancer  j 
but  find  all  candid  phyficians  and  furgeons  acknowledge  their 
difappointment  in  attempting  the  cure  by  hemlock,  _and  this_ 
fny  ovrn  experience  confirms.    ProfelTor  De  Haen,  of  Vienna, 

afferts 
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head ;  and  cert  Rinly  it  neither  refolves  the  tu- 
mor, deterges,  incarns,  nor  cicatrifes  a  malig- 
nant cancerous  ulcer. 

But  as  ciciita  has  been  extolled,  and  as  no- 
thing Ihould  be  omitted  which  is  likely  to 
prove  ferviceable,  the  following  lotion  is  given, 
as  a  palliative,  from  a  refpecftable  author  : 

No.  26.     Vf'  Extra6t.  clcutae  3iij,  folve  in 
Aq..  calcis  Ihy.     F.  lotio. 

Eft  in  ulcere  cancrojo  eficax  medicamentimy 
fays  the  learned  author ;  or  an  anodyne  fomen- 
tation may  be  prepared  from  the  following 
herbs,  and  applied  warm  for  a  quarter  or  half 
an  hour : 

No.  27.     IJi.  Fol.  liyofciami. 

Flor.  fambuci  aa  ^fs. 

Capit.  papav.  alb.  '^i],  coqiie  in  aq.  pur.  }hij«' 
F.  fotus  mammae  afFe£lae  bis  vel  ter  de  die 
tepide  applicandus  ope   Hntei  quadtupli- 
cati. 

CataplafmSy   for   the  purpofe  of  mitigating 

aflerts  the  fame.  See  his  Epiftle  againft  Storck,  proving  the 
whole  account  about  hemlock  to  have  been  fabricated  to  anfwer 
a  felf-interefted  purpofe  that  is  now  well  known.  How  jfhock- 
ing  to  reflect  on  the  credulity  of  medical  pra£ii£:oQiers  in  this 
cafe ;  but  what  Ihall  we  fay  of  the  dreadful  effecls  of  the 
digitalis^  which  thoughtleffnefs  has  fatally  prefcribed  in  dropfies 
without  any  refle£lion  on  confequences  ?  Every  one  verfed 
in  anatomy  and  pathology,  v/ith  the  difeafed  flate  of  the  vif- 
cera  of  hydropics,  muft  perceive  the  total  impoffibility  of  that 
acrid  poifon  being  beneficial  j  on  the  contrary,  dangerous. 

pain. 
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pain,  may  be  ufed,  if  their  weight  do  not  pro- 
duce uneafy  ftnfations. 

No»28.     5^.  Farinae  fem  lini. 

■    ■"'"  fol.  cicuta  aa  ^iij*  la6tb  q.  s,  coquc 
ad  cataplafmac 

Or, 

5^.  Farinse  herbarum  praecedcntium  fvj. 

Aquas  vegetomineralis  q.  s.    coquantur  ad 
cataplafma. 

When  large  mafles  of  the  tumor  become 
green,  livid,  and  fphacelate,  they  Ihould  be 
removed  gently,  by  holding  the  difeafed  parts 
with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  feparating  them 
from  their  adhefions,  fo  as  never  to  occaiion  an 
haemorrhage.  The  fphacelated  portions  being 
removed  as  often  as  necelTary,  prevents  the 
unfortunate  patient  from  breathing  in  that  me- 
phitic  air,  which  is  frequently  the  caufe  of  an 
he<ftic  fever.  Concentrated  nitrous  acid  imme- 
diately flops  the  bleeding  in  the  arteries  of  the 
breaft,  without  ligature.  -^ 

The  following  mucilaginous  and  antiputre- 
fcent  application  may  be  very  ufeful  to  dimi- 
nilh  the  putridity: 

No.  29.     IJi.  Camphor  |ij. 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  ftj-  diligenter  teren* 
do  mifceantur. 

This  preparation  is  likewife  ufeful  in  poul- 
tices of  linfeed,  as  an  antifpafmodic  and  refol- 
Tcnt. 

The 
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The  cataphjma  ex  dauco  may  be  prepared  in 
the  following  manner  :  \ 

Deco6ti  laturati  cicutae  q.  s.     F,  cataplafma. 

Hemorrhages  happening  in  the  cancer  will 
generally  be  checked  by  ftyptic  applications, 
by  compreffion  on  the  artery  ;  but  if  the  means 
fail,  the  bleeding  may  be  flopped  by  ilnt, 
formed  into  fmaU  compreffes,  thoroughly  moif-- 
tened  in  oU  terebinth,  athertale^  or  the  acidum 
nitrofum  concentratumj^  with  well-adapted  ha\- 
dage, 

In  this  dreadful  flage  of  the  diforder  the  pa- 
tient Ihould  ufe  little  exercife. 

Frejh  pure  air  fhould  pafs  through  the  cham- 
ber as  often  as  poffible. 

T^e  vapor  of  vinegar  Ihould  be  diffufed 
through  the  room.,  or  aromatic  herbs  Ihould 
be  burnt,  to  diminiih  the  putridity,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refpiration. 

The  odoriferous  gums,  as  thus^  henzomum, 
myrrhy  &c.,  may  be  rubbed  on  heated  iron. 

The  furgeon  fliould  be  careful  to  avoid  the 
reception  of  any  part  of  the  putridity  by  an 
abralion  of  the  ikin  on  his  fingers,  or  by  any 
flight  fcratch ;  for  if  an  abforption  fhould  be 
the  confequenee,  a  putrid  malignant  fever  may 
be  produced  :  this  I  once  experienced.  A  lit- 
tle oleum  camphoTi^  rubbed  on  the  fingers  is  a 
preventive. 

After 
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After  the  ulcers  are  dreiTed  according  to  art, 
a  bladder,  foftened  with  oil,  may  cover  the 
dreilings. 

All  the  parts  furrounding  the  ulcers,  where 
there  is  no  excoriation^  ihould  be  defended 
from  the;  acrimony  of  the  difcharge  by  any  foft 
fimple  unguent,  oleum  camphors,  or  the  oint- 
tnents  No.  21,*  22. 

The  internal  treatment  of  this  flage  of  the 
diforder  ihould  be  iimilar  to  the  antecedent 
itage,;  the  indications  fliould  be  drawn  more 
from  the  various  circumflances  ariiing,  and  the 
different  conftitutions  of  the  patients,  than  from 
any  fixed  regular  plan  of  pradl'ice.  Diforders 
are  irregular  in  their  attacks ;  pra«51:itioners 
Ihould  be  difcerhing  and  cautious,  and  accom- 
modate their  pradice  to  individuals. 

To  correal  the  putrid  acrimony,,  the  follow- 
ing and  iimilar  prefcriptions  have  proved  ad- 
vantageous : 

No,  31.     I|i,  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv. 

Cinnab.  antlmon.  ppt.  aa  31].  M. 

F,  pulvis,  dividendus  in  viij.  dofes,  quariim 
fumat  imam  ter  de  die  in  pauxillo  fyrupi 
iimplicis,  vel  aiiqua  gelatina,  iuperbibeh- 
do  hauftum  fequentem, 

Ko.  32.     1^;.  Juiep.  e  camph.  3vj>>    ,  ^ 

Bccod'.  cort,  Peruv.  |j.     . 
Tind.  ejufdem  3ij.     F.  hauftus. 

It  miiil  be  obferved^  that  the  bark  and  other 

tonics 
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tonics  fometimes  occafion  difficulty  in  refpira- 

tion,   and  therefore  fhould  be  cautioufly  pre- 

fcribed,  or  rather  omitted. 

In  this  flage  of  the  diforder,  if  the  palliative 

treatment  be  thought  necelTary,  or  great  pain 

Ihould  indicate  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  admi- 

niftering  narcotics,  opium  may  be  prefcribed.. 

No.  33,-    I^i.  Pulv.  opii  gr.  XV, 

«—  camphor.   %[s,   fyr.  balfam.  vel  conf, 

cynofbat.  q.  s. 
F.  pilulae,    No.  xxx.  quarum  capiat  unam, 
duas  vel  tres  fecund.Lim  doloris  violentiam.. 

Or  the  following  drops  may  be  ufed  for  the 
fame  purpofe  : 

No.  34,     Jji.  Spirit,  nitr.  dulc. 

Laudan.  liquid,  aa  §j.  M.  cujus  fumat  gtu 
XXX*  vel  Lx.  urgeiite  dolore,  ex  coch.  ill, 
aquae  hordeatse. 

The  hemlock  has  been  given  for  fimilar  pur- 
pofes  by  many  prad:itioners ;  whoever  exped:s 
a  cure  by  hemlock  will  be  deceived  :  but  nei- 
ther the  one  remedy  nor  other  will  give  eafe^ 
nor  produce  itupefaclion,  in  many  inltances, 
and  they  commonly  caufe  coftivenefs.  ', 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  third  or  putrid-dhforhing 
Stage  of  the  Cancer. 

During  the  feparating  ftagc  the  abforbent 

fyftem  feems^'in  a  certain  degree^  to  be  imper- 

H  vious : 
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D  C  0  ^i(ju^  ^ 'but  ;wlien  the  difeafed,  obftrudcd,  and 
jputrid^art^i^'^ which  had  previoufly  formed  the 
^  5uicRor,'^ave  feparated,  the  abforbent  veffels 
have  fufficient  power  to  receive  more  of  the 
putrid  acrimony,  and,  by  communication  with 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  a  hedlic,  and  fome- 
times  a  remitting  putrid  fever,  accompanies  all 
the  other  grievous  fymptoms. 

In  this  hopelefs  Hate  of  the  cancer  all  medi- 
cal endeavors  fhould  be  diredled  to  a  palliation 
of  fymptoms,  in  conjundlion  with  all  the  for- 
mer methods. 

In  vomitings,  the  faline  draught,  and  con- 
fedtio  cardiaca,  or  Hoffman's  anodyne  liquor, 
are  ufeful. 

Purgings  ihould  be  checked  by  the  julep,  e 
cret.  and  opiates,  or  the  extradlum  ligni  Cam- 
pechens.  diflblved  in  aq,  cifinam.  Jimplex, 

.  Coftivenefs  fhould  be  prevented  or  removed 
by  mild-eccoprotics  or  laxative  oily  clyfters.    ' 

^  Thirft  ihould  be  allayed  by  innocent  drinks, 
aqua  hordeata,  mint  and  balm  tea,  or-  fuch  like 
drinks. 

Acids  are  apt  to  increafe  pain. 

The  aphtha y  or  thrulh  in  the  m.outh,  fhould 
be  removed  by  folutions  of  borax  Sind  Jyrupus 
mororum^  &c. 

The  ulcerated  parts  fhould  be  cieanfcd  as 

much 
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much  as  poffible  by  the  means  already  recom- 
mended. 

On  the  fcirrhus  and  cancerous  Ulcer  of  the' 
Womb, 

There  are  feveral  diforders  which  arife  from 
female  inattention,  or  negledt  of  taking  proper 
remedies,  at  or  near  the  time  of  menflruation 
ceafing ;  but  the  mod  grievous  and  painful  of 
all  is  the  fcirrhus  or  cancer  of  the  uterus. 

Thefe  diforders  fometimes  arife  at  an  ear- 
lier period  of  life,  from  injuries  in  labor,  or 
from  a  conllitutional  cancerous  difpofition  ;  but 
a  very  exteniive  experience  fully  juflifies  me  in 
afferting,  that  they  are  very  unfrequent. 

The  diforder  may  be  divided  into  three  fladia, 
xht  fcirrhus y  the  ulcerous,  and  the  putrid  fepa- 
rating  ft  age. 

The  firfl  is  an  induration  of  the  womb,  or 
fome  part  of  it,  with  or  without  tubercula. 
This  can  only  be  diflinguifhable  by  the  exami- 
nation of  a  jfkilful  man-midwife,  who  eafily  de- 
termines whether  the  os  internum,  or  mouth  of 
the  womb,  be  in  a  found  ftate,  indurated,  af- 
fected with  tubercula,  fifiures,  or  an  irregular 
uneven  furface,  like  the  edge  of  a  faw. 

This  ftagc  of  the  difeafc,  in  its  beginning,  is 
H  2  not 
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not  much  attended  to;  the  delicacy  of  the 
female  fex  frequently  prevents  inquiry ;  for 
while  great  pain  is  felt,  no  apprehenlion  of  dlf- 
eafe  exiils  in  the  female  mind  :  from  a  want  of 
intelligence^  however,  all  the  future  inexpref- 
fible  miferies  probably  arife. 

When  the  difeafe  increafes,  it  is  accompa- 
nied with  acute  pains  :  its  fpecies  at  this  period 
is  very  often  not  difcovered ;  and  it  has  been 
frequently  treated  by  phyficians,  of  no  inconfi* 
derable  reputation,  as  a  complaint  of  the  intef- 
tines,  kidnies,  or  urinary  bladder. 

The  commencement  of  the  fcirrhus  is  the  true 
time  to  attempt  the  radical  cure  :  afterwards  it 
frequently  happens  that  the  utmoil  ikill  in  me- 
dicine only  extends  to  a  palliation  of  fymptoms, 
and  in  fome  cafes  can  fcarcely  be  obtained  by 
any  medicine. 

As  the  tuhercula  mcvt2i{Q  in  fize,  or  as  the 
0$  tinea  or  other  parts  of  the  uterus  become 
larger  and  harder,  the  pains  in  the  back,  lolns^ 
under  the  os  pubis ^  down  the  fore  part  of  the 
thighs,  increafe,  are  more  frtquent,  and  ex- 
actly fimilar  to  labor  pains,  with  or  without  a 
fenfation  or  bearing  down,  or  protrulion  of  the 
OS  internum',  and  fometimes  tne  uterus,  from 
the  relaxation  and  elongation  of  its  ligaments, 
abfoiutely  falls  down  into  the  vagina. 

An  obRetric  examination  afcertains  imm.e- 
dlately  the  fource  of  all  thefe  fymptoms ;  for 

although 
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although  the  ovaria^  or  the  uterus  itfelf,  may 
be  enlarged  and  indurate^  many  y-iars,  yet  they 
rarely  occafion  much  pain,  unlets  the  os  inter- 
nuniy  or  the  part  of  the  uterus  immediately  con- 
nedlcd  with  it,  be  afFedted.  This  immcnle  ex- 
perience confirms. 

The  treatment  of  this  fcirrhous  (tage  of  the 
difeafe  ihould  be  exa^ly  fimilar  to  that  recom- 
menued  in  the  fcirrhous  breafls,  bjt  without 
opiates  or  narcotics,  if  the  radical  cure  be  at- 
tempied. 

The  ulcerous  ftage  of  the  cancer  of  the  ute* 
rus,  or  womb,  is  known  by  the  fcetor  of  the 
fluid  difcharged,  which  has  a  dark-colored 
llain,  is  exceedingly  acrimonious  and  putrid, 
and  frequently  excoriates  the  vagina. 

The  patient  fufFers  the  moft  excruciating 
tortures  in  the  back,  loins,  abdomen,  region 
of  the  pubis,  and  down  the  anterior  part  of 
the  thighs,  in  the  dire(ftion  of  the  femoral  ar- 
tery and  nerve,  exad:ly  like  labor  pains,  with- 
out any  profped:  of  delivery,  and  hends  for-- 
wards ;  but  the  tumor  often  preffing  on  the 
neck  of  the  vefica  urinaria,  or  on  the  re^um^ 
an  obftinate  obdrudrion  of  urine  or  feces  is  the 
confequence.  The  tumor  of  the  uterus  taking 
another  diredtion,  neither  coftivenefs  nor  a  flop- 
page  of  urine  are  amongd  the  fymptoms,  but 
an  involuntary  difcharge  of  both  :  this  latter 
cafe  is  lefs  frequent  than  the  former* 

The 


C    54    ] 

The  difeafe  remains  ia  this  dreadful  ftatc  for 
one,  two,  or  three  years,  fhocking  to  the  feel- 
ings of  every  humane  beholder  of  the  fcene, 
but  inexpreflibly  fo  to  the  truly  miferable  fuf- 
ferer,  who  jufily  merits  our  utmoll  compallion 
and  allillance. 

In]  this  ilage  fmall  abfceiTes  forming  repeat- 
edlyj  inflaming,  fwelling,  and  at  laft  burfting, 
do  not  a  little  add  to  the  exquifite  tortures. 
After  a  large  difcharge,  fome  little  refpite  from 
mifery,  but  not  always,  is  experienced. 

In  the  putrid  feparating  fiage^  which  conti- 
nues in  fome  inflances  many  months,  the  uterus 
throws  oft  llougn  after  flough  of  its  fubflance 
with  dreadful  acute  pains.  The  fcetor  becomes 
horridly  putrid,  and  is  diftinguifhable  by  the 
fmell,  to  thofe  who  are  accuftonied  to  attend 
thefe  lamentable  cafes,  from  any  other  fpecies 
of  putrefaction  in  the  human  body.  Ulcers 
behmd  the  ears,  and  of  the  genital  parts,  &c., 
have  their  peculiar  fmell,  diHind:  from  other 
ulcers. 

In  this  -putrid  feparating  Jiage  the  uterus  often 
becomes  like  a  honeycomb,  if  fmall  and  re- 
peated feparations  happen  ;  in  other  inflances, 
Jarge  malTes  feparate  and  are  thrown  off,  till 
fcarce  any  part  of  the  uterus  remains.  Nau- 
fea,  vomitings,  collivenefs,  floodings,  diar- 
rhoea,  retention  or  an  involuntary  emiffion  of 

urine. 
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urine,  and  hedic  remitting  fevers,  with  innu- 
merable concomitant  fymptoms. 

The  appearances  of  feme  diffedtions  poji  mor^ 
tenty  under  my  own  infpedlion,  have  fhewn  the 
{late  of  the  parts  after  the  cruel  ravages  of  the 
difeafe. 

A  variety  of  thefe  diffe^tlons  I  may  here- 
after publilh,  if  likely  to  benefit  fociety. 

The  remote  caufes  are,  injuries  received  from, 
difficult  or  frequent  labors,  ob{lru6:ed  menfes 
or  floodings,  habitual  obftinate  coHivenels,  in- 
attention to  the  ufe  of  gentle  evacuants  at  the 
termination  of  the  menllrual  flux,  negled:ed 
lluor  albus,  venereal  infection  unikilfuUy  treat- 
ed, violent  and  inordinate  paifions,  extreme 
grief,  Sec,  accidental  lacerations,  fcratches, 
and  contufions  of  the  os  internum  ;  an  heredi- 
tary fcrophulous  or  cancerous  difpofition ;  alfo 
a  negledt  of  diet;  colds,  or  other  inatten- 
tions during  the  periodical  monthly  evacua- 
tions ;  cold  fea  bathing,  or  cold  bathing  at  an 
improper  time ;  or,  in  ihort,  any  thing  which 
may  fuddenly  check  or  fupprefs  the  flowing  of 
the  menfes. 

The  bed  method  of  preventing  the  difeafe 
is  to  avoid,  as  much  as  pofiible,  the  above-men- 
tioned remote  caufes. 

The  proximate  or  ir/tmediate  caufes  are,  an  im- 
peded fluggifli  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the 
6  lower 
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lower  parts  of  the  abdomen,  congeftions  in  its 
vifcera,  obilrudions  in  the  arterial,  venal,  and 
lymphatic  velTels,  but  moftly  and  principally 
diflention,  induration,  excoriations  or  fcratches 
in  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  The  body  of  the 
uterus,  or  its  appendices,  being  much  fwelled 
or  indurated,  do  not  oecafion  exquifite  pain  ; 
except  in  proportion  as  they  prefs  on  the 
other  vifcera,  or  force  other  parts,  in  fome 
meafure,  from  their  true  fituation.  The  fcir* 
thus  or  ulceration  that  begins  in  the  o's  uteri  is 
what  is  fo  exquilitely  painful  and  dangerous. 
Whether  this  part  of  the  uterus  be  difeafed  is 
eafily  difcoverable  by  an  obftetric  examination; 
therefore  I  have  always  confidered  phylicians 
defedive  in  knowledge  when  they  have  not 
pradifed  midwifery;  for  without  fuch  advan- 
tage it  is  not  eafy  to  comprehend  this  malady. 
The  congeflions,  or  irritating  flufds,  in  the 
fubftance  of  the  os  tinea,  or  extraneous  bodies 
within  the  uterus,  ftimulating  the  uterus  to 
contradion,  make  violent  efforts  to  exclude 
the  irritating  caufes :  thus  the  pains  are  exadiy 
lirailar  to  ftrong  labor,  by  which  they  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  all  other  pains  in  the  abdomi- 
nal, lumbar  regions,  or  pelvis,  by  fkilful  prac- 
titioners. 


the 
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The  Prognoftic  of  the  Scirrhus  or  cancerous  Ulcer 
of  the  Womb. 

The  diforder,  when  recent,  has  been  fome- 
times  cured  by  the  alterative  methods  I  in^ 
vented;  in  other  inftanees  the  cancer  has  in- 
creafed  and  proved  fatal.  When  the  cancer 
is  advanced,  with  exquifite  pains  and  ulcera- 
tions, it  is  rarely  curable ;  and  even,  in  fome 
inftances,  the  painfuliymptoms  can  fcarcely  be 
palliated  by  narcotics.  As  fome  very  defperate 
cafes  have  been  cured  by  alteratives,  though 
by  far  the  greater  number  have  ended  fatally^ 
yet  it  is  juftifiable  to  perfevere  in  the  attempt, 
on  rational  principles,  before  we  reiign  the  pa- 
tient to  opium  and  a  miferable  death.  The 
phyfician  fhould  apprife  the  friends  of  the  dan- 
ger :  to  his  brethren  of  the  faculty  he  ihould 
explain  the  anatomical  and  pathological  reafons 
of  the  improbability  of  a  cure  happening. 
Every  thing  ihould  be  attempted,  nothing  pro- 
mifed;  by  which  means  the  art  of  phy^c  will 
not  be  accufed  of  uncertainty,  deluiion,  or  ig^ 
norance. 

^he  Attempts  to  Cure  the  Scirrhus  or  Cancer  of 
the  Womb, 

I  have  feen  various  methods  of  cure  tried, 
particularly   by    hemlock^    nlghtfhade^    henbane^ 

I  mercury^ 
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mercury  alone,  bleedings^  neutral  faltSy  low  diet, 
&c.,  but  always  unfuccersfully. 

As  to  narcotics,  as  hemlock,  opium,  and  the 
poifons,  whoever  refieds  on  the  ftructure,  litua-. 
tion,  and  ufes  of  the  uterus,  the  natural  hard- 
nefs  of  its  fubflance,  the  minutenefs  and  tor- 
tuous progrefs  of  its  arteries,  veins,  lympha- 
tics, &c.,  will  eafily  conceive  the  improbabi- 
lity of  whatever  diminifhes  arterial  adtion  be- 
ing able  to  penetrate  and  remove  congellions 
or  ilagnations  in  this  organ  of  generation  :  on 
the  contrary,  opium,  hemlock,  &c.,  feem  more 
capable  of  fixing  the  difeafe. 

From  which  confideration  I  was  induced 
to  attempt  a  more  rational  plan  of  cure,  by 
uniting  the  fulphureous  antimonials  with  the 
preparations  of  hydrargyrus.  In  all  the  cafes 
I  have  been  confulted,  I  have  never  yet  feen 
patients  cured  by  any  other  methods ;  but 
by  mineral  alteratives,  given  in  very  fmall 
dofes,  and  repeated  now  and  then,  an  unfortu- 
nate vidiim  to  this  horrid  difeafe  has  bee^ 
fnatched  from  death,  and  pofitively  cured. 

The  remedies  I  have  ufecj  are. 

Cinnabar  antimonii. 

faditium,   which  arc  nearly   the 

fame, 

^thiops  mineralis, 

• antimonialis. 

Hydrargyrus  and  antimonial  fulpliurs. 

Sulphur 
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Sulphur  antimonii  pr^cipit.  cum  aquila  alba. 

Kermes  mineralis. 

NItrum  puriHimum. 

Merc.  dulc.  xlj.  cies  fub.  &  lotus  curufulph. 
aurat.  ant.  long  rubbed  together. 

Camphora. 

Neutral  falts. 

Antimonialia. 

Tartarum  emeticum  cum  mere,  corrof,  fub.j 
to  the  lixteenth  part  of  a  grain,  dilTolved* 

Turp.  mineral,  cum  Kerm.  mineral. 

The  modes  in  which  fuch  remedies  have  been 
applied  are,  to  prefcribe  very  fmall  dofes,  and 
drink  after  each  fome  folution  of  camphor  and 
nitre,  &:c.  In  Ihorr,  the  general  plan  will  be 
feen  in  the  extraordinary  cafe  and  cure  given  in 
the  letter  on  medical  vanity. 

The  remedies  are  likewife  explained  in  the 
foregoing  part,  which  treats  of  the  cancers  of 
the  breafts ;  but  will  hereafter  be  augmented 
with  a  view  of  the  principles  on  which  they 
have  been  prefcribed,  in  a  treatife  on  the  ufe 
of  metallic  alteratives  in  chronic  difeafes,  &c. 
In  this  work  will  be  given  formula  of  all  the 
prefcriptions  I  have  ever  ufed  of  the  mineral 
alterative  clafs  *. 

*  Many  may  be  feen  in  the  Treatife  on  ulcerated  Legs  and 
Impurities  of  the  Blood ;  more  in  the  Treatife  on  nervous, 
mental,  and  convulfive  Pifeafes,  &c, 

1 2  I: 
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It  IS  abfolutely  neceffary  to  remark,  that  the 
alteratives,  in  very  fmall  dofes,  Ihould  be  given 
at  exad:  diftances,  that  the  one  dofe  Ihould  fuc- 
ceed  another  :  they  muft  likewife  be  continued 
many  months.  The  action  of  thefe  remedies, 
.whether  by  changing  and  liquifying  the  con- 
gelled  matter,  or  by  rendering  the  impervious 
velTels  open  in  the  tela  cellulofa,  and  its  mi« 
nutefl  cells,  are  inquiries  which  have  much  oc- 
cupied my  attention  ;  the  refult  will  hereafter 
be  communicated. 

-   On  palliating  the  Symptoms, 

The  powder,  compofed  of  i^^thiops  and  ni- 
^tre,   or  cinnabar  and  nitre,  already  given,   is 
frequently  ufeful  in  diminifhing  the  dreadful 
fymptoms,  and  correcting  the  prevailing  acri- 
mony. 

Anodyne  and  detergent  inje<ftions,  to  miti- 
gate pain  and  deterge  the  vagina  and  the  ulcers 
in  the  os  tinea ^  oleaginous  clyflers,  with  opiates, 
adl  as  emollients  and  anodynes,  their  efFedt  is 
eaiily  conceived  by  coniidering  the  proximity 
of  the  uterus  to  the  re5!uin. 

The  whole  vagina  ihould  be  frequently  moif- 
tened  with  oL  camphor,  to  prevent  the  acrid 
inatter  corroding  the  part. 

Where  neither  eafe  nor  ileep  can  be  acquired 
vvithout  opium,  that  remedy  may  be  called  into 

internal 
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internal  ufe;  but  it  does  not  correfpond  wkk 
any  attempt  at  the  radical  cure. 

Fevers. 

The  fevers  attendant  on  the  cancerous  ulcef 
of  the  uterus  are  of  the  hedtic  kind,  and  com- 
monly arife  from  the  violence  of  the  pain,  or 
an  abforption  of  putrid  matter :  they  wade  the 
body,  prevent  nutrition,  fiulh  the  face  after 
meals,  occafion  heat,  thirft,  and  quicken  the 
pulfe,  caufe  colliquative fweats,  lofs  of  lleep,&c. 

The  antiphlogidic  regimen  and  remedies,  as 
the  common  faiine  or  volatile  faline  draught, 
fal  diureticus,  fpiritus  Mmdererl,  nitre,  accord- 
ing to  the  fpecies  of  fever ;  and,  in  nervous 
irritability,  camphor,  caflor,  valerian ;  or,  to 
the  pallid  aud  more  torpid  habits,  the  gums, 
as  alTafcetida,  fagapenum,  mjrrh,  &c.,  may  be 
proper,  as  auxiliaries. 

The  fymptomatic  fever,  however,  arifing 
from  abforption  of  the  cancerous  acrimony, 
can  only  be  palliated,  unlefs  the  caufes  could 
be  removed ;  but  this  is  generally  imprad:!- 
cable. 

Bark  and  all  antifeptics  commonly  increafc 
pain  in  the  cancerous  ulcer  of  the  uterus. 
Oleaginous  medicines,  with  camphor  and  gum 
arabic,  fometimes  obtund  acrimony,  and  eafe 
pains,   &e,  ;    but   to   anfvver  more   importamt 

purpofes,. 
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purpofes,  they  may  be  united  by  means  of  al- 
kaline falts  with  aqueous  fluids,  to  which  may 
be  added  nitre,  neutral  falts,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  and  circumilances. 

^  SuppreJJlon  of  Urine, 

This  may  arife  from  the  relaxation  of  the 
ligaments  of  the  uterus,  by  which  it  falls  lower 
down  in  the  pelvis  and  vagina  ;  this  prefling  on 
the  meatus  urijiarius,  fupprelTcs  the  urine. 

The  enlargement  and  fcirrhus  of  the  uterus 
may  likewife,  without  any  relaxation  of  the  li- 
gaments, produce  the  fame  effect. 

Hydatidesy  or  other  fubflances  within  the  ute- 
rus, preffmg  towards  the  os  tincce  to  be  eva- 
cuated, frequently  fupprefs  the  urine,  and  ex- 
cite terrible  pains,  equal  to  the  flrongeft  labor. 

In  the  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of  the 
uterus,  without  fcirrhus  or  tumor,  even  in  the 
early  months  of  pregnancy,  the  cortex  and  to« 
nics,  with  a  dry  diet,  are  necetTary, 

In  all  thefe  cafes  the  urine,  if  expedient, 
mull  be  evacuated  by  means  of  a  catheter. 

If  there  be  difficulty  in  paffing  the  catheter 
in  the  ufual  mode,  which  I  have  frequently  ob- 
ferved  under  the  foregoing  circun:ifl:ances,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  put  the  patient  in  a  pof- 
ture  iimilar  to  that  adopted  in  the  redudion  of 
the  hernia ,  the  head  placed  on  a  pillow  on  the 
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floor,  and  the  legs  on  the  bed  ;  by  which  the 
thoracical  and  abdominal  vifcera  are  drawn  up- 
wards, and  by  prefling  the  uterus  out  of  the 
direction  of  the  urethra  the  urine  has  eafily 
flowed. 

No  medicines  can  remove  thefe  caufes;  to 
prefcribe  would  be  futile. 

Cofiivenefs, 

This  fhould  be  treated  by  caflor  oil,  gentle 
eccoprotics,  infuiion  of  fenna,  t  art  arum  foluhile^ 
oleaginous  purgatives  ;  but  if  arifing  from  the 
prefTure  of  the  uterus,  ciyfters  of  oil  and  pur- 
ging remedies  are  to  be  injeded  in  the  pofitioa 
recommended,  in  palling  the  catheter^  or  the 
pipe  cannot  be  always  introduced. 

Naujea  and  Vomiting, 

This  being  fymptomatic,  and  arifing  from 
the  fenfibilit'y  of  the  uterus,  and  its  connec- 
tion with  the  branches  of  the  nerve  called  ^^r 
njagum,  &c.,  can  only  be  palliated  by  magnefia 
ujla  Siud  puh.  rhei,  tintiura  fenna y  volatile  fa- 
mine draughts,  and  abftinence  from  liquids. 

Purgings. 

In  the   latter  ftages  of  the  cancer   of  the 
womb,  purgings  are  troublefome  :    they  com- 
monly arife  from  putrid  caufes,  when  the  ute- 
rus 
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nis  has  been  ulcerated,  and  has  floughed  away 
hy  fmall  portions  or  in  matter. 

This  evacuation  is  rarely  checked  without 
increafing  other  evils;  but  the  extra5fum  Ugni 
Cmnpechenfis  in  cinnamon  water,  julep,  e  creta, 
the  puhis  terra  Japon,^  and  all  the  milder  aftr in- 
gents,  may  be  ufeful. 

Putrid  Vifcharge. 

This  difcharge,  which  is  exceedingly  foetid, 
cannot  be  rellrained  nor  corretled.  The  only 
thing  art  can  accomplilh  is  to  defend  the  va- 
gina from  its  corroding  acrimony  and  excoria- 
ting qualities. 

Soft  unguents,  camphorated  oil,  liniments  of 
litbarg,  aw\  acelum  and  oil,  have  been  ufed 
with  fuccefs. 

^     Vtolent  'Pains, 

If  arifing  from  the  os  internum  being  ftimu- 
lated  by  aydatids,  or  any  extraneous  fubftance 
in  the  uterus,  they  cannot  be  diminiihed  until 
the  irritating  caufe  be  evacuated.  Pain,  in 
this  cafe,  though  a  cruel  evil,  is  the  only  re- 
medy to  relieve  the  patient.  I  have  been 
averfe  to  check  the  pain  under  thefe  circum- 
flances,  (which  are  fometimes  afcertained  by  an 
obftetric  examination)  becaufe  obtunding  the 
pain  by  opium  prolongs  the  evil. 

If 
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If  no  floodlrlg  attends,  the  pulvis  e  wyrrb,  f., 
or  fimilar  remedies,  may  be  given. 

Thefe  pains  have  lafted,  in  fome  indances, 
many  months,  the  uterus  repeatedly  throwing 
off  hydatids,  or  malles  of  coagulated  blood 
mixed  with  true  coagulable  lymph ;  after  which 
the  patieht  has  recovered  :  but  the  fooner  the 
mafles  are  difcharged,  the  greater  the  probabi- 
lity of  a  cure.  The  uterus,  after  long-conti- 
nued pain,  has  fufFered  fuch  great  injury  as,  in 
the  end,  to  ulcerate  and  end  fatally. 

Floodings. 

Floodings  are  no  uncommon  fymptoms  of 
uterine  fcirrhofities  or  cancer  :  they  fometimes 
procure  the  patient  a  little  refpite  from  pain, 
and  future  eafe ;  their  caufe,  however,  fhould 
be  afcertained,  whether  merely  from  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  uterine  veflels,  or  from  fome  mafs 
which  the  efforts  of  the  uterus  would  remove. 
In  the  former  cafe,  gentle  bracers  may  be  ex- 
pedient ;  in  the  latter,  nothing  but  the  remo- 
val of  the  irritating  caufe  will  avail. 

Hiccups, 

This  fymptom  is  the  forerunner  of  great 
danger,  and  arifes,  if  the  lead  dangerous,  from 
flatus  in  the  ftomach  irritating  the  diaphragm  ; 
if  more  ferious,  from  the  extrication  of  fixed 
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air  in  the  commencing  gangrene,  or  putrefac- 
tion of  the  abdominal  vifcera  or  parts  contigu- 
ous to  the  uterus,  as  the  bladder,  redum,  or 
the  uterus  itfelf. 

The  former  requires  gentle  carminative  ecco- 
protics,  a^ua  calcis,  magnefta  alba  iifta^  to  di- 
rect the  flatus  downwards,  as  in  hyileric safes'*; 
in  the  latter  nothing  fucceeds,  and  ail  medicine 
can  attempt  is  to  give  carminatives  and  car- 
diacs. 

Comatofe  Symptoms^ 

If  not  produced  by  narcotics,  are  the  imme- 
diate forerunners  of  the  patient's  diiTolution. 

The  palliative  plans,  to  alleviate  fymptoms, 
are  only  to  be  conlidered  general,  their  fpeciiic 
and  individual  application  is  to  depend  on  the 
fkill  of  the  prefer iber.  They  are  coUediied  from 
tny  own  long  obfervation,  and  are  the  language 
of  experience ;  but  a  coniideration  of  all  can- 
tra-indications  is  earneitly  recommended. 

A  preparation  of  the  terra  ponderofa  has  been 
lately  extolled  as  all  excellent  remedy  for  cati- 
cerous  and  fcrophulous  fwellings.  I  fiiall  try 
its  effefts,  and  ihail  be  happy  if  it  fhould  fuc- 
ceed  better  than  the  plan  I  have  recommended. 


*  See  hylleric  complaints  in  my  Treatife  on  female  and 

Oil 


*  See  hylleric  complaints  in  my  Treatife  on  femi 
nervous  JDjieafes,  CoHvuIfioas,  Apoplexy,  Palfy,  &c. 
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On  Pretenders  to   Secrets  in  the   Cure  of  Can- 
cerSy  ^c. 

Pretenders  to  cure  the  cancer  have  appeared 
in  every  age  :  they  fwarm  to  all  great  cities,  or 
generate  in  fuccellion  ;  for  no  fooner  does  one 
pretender  difappear,  than  another  fupplies  his 
place  with  the  introduction  of  feme  furpriiing  fe- 
cret  and  myllerious  novelty.  Three  f^ecies  of 
pretenders  may  be  obferv ed.  The  firfl:  are  arch, 
daring  intruders^  capable  of  all  forts  of  tricks 
and  deception,  who,  perceiving  fome  predecelTor 
in  iniquity  has  acquired  pecuniary  advantages 
from  lavilh  and  unikilfui  promifes,  which  cod 
nothing  but  the  facrifice  of  integrity  and  hcnef- 
ty,  boldly  purfue  a  limilar  line  of  atrocious  con- 
dudt:  they  always  find  weak  credulous  people  on 
whom  they  can  impofe  and  raife  contributions 
with  impunity.  A  fecond  fort  are  thofe  who,  ha- 
ving feen  a  few  milky  or  other  accidental  dif- 
orders  of  the  breafts  cured,  while  fome  parti- 
cular applications  or  remedies  were  ufed,  con- 
clude the  fuccefs  owing  to  the  medicines  laft 
prefcribed  j  in  which,  for  w^ant  of  true  reafon- 
ing,  they  are  often  deceived.  From  the  cure 
of  cafes,  quite  diffimilar  to  cancerous  com- 
plaints, have  fome  pradtitioners  eredied  them- 
felves  into  a  great,  though  temporary,  reputa- 
tion for  curing  cancers.  Fiifl  they  have  de- 
K  2  ceived 
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ceived  themfelves,  through  not  knowing  the  dif- 
ferences or  flages  of  difeafes  with  precifion  : 
then  they  zealoully  obtrude  their  chimerical 
notions  on  others  ;  fometimes  indeed  defign- 
edly ;  in  other  inftances  through  error  or  infa- 
tuation. The  third  fpecies  of  deluders  are 
quite  different  from  the  former  two  :  thefe  are 
good  intentioned  perfons,  who  have  great  and 
implicit  faith  in  their  own  crude  conceits,  or  in 
fome  family  noflrum  ;  for  a  plafler,  poultices, 
or  diet  drink,  of  fecret  compofition^  according 
to  thefe  believers,  infallibly  cure  the  cancer. 
Milky  breails,  or  contufions,  perhaps,  have 
amended  while  the  noftrum  was  applied  :  hence 
great  ercomiums  on  many  inefficacious  and  ufe- 
le(s  medicines;  hence  a  variety  of  fuperflitious 
remedies  for  the  cancer.  Thefe  people,  not 
knowing  the  power  of  remedies,  nor  the  obfli- 
nace  refilling  nature  of  cancers,  differences  of 
tumors  in  the  breafls,  nor  whether  they  be 
truly  cancerous  or  not,  confidently  and  errone- 
oullv  proclaim  cures  that  weie  never  performed, 
introduce  infigoificant  or  injurious  compofi- 
tions,  and  prevent  the  m'^ft  rational  rules  in 
the  art  from  being  adopted  :  thus  patients  fall 
vidims  to  their  own  unthinking  credulity ; 
thus  the  only  time  in  which  judicious  medicine, 
might  prove  beneficial  is  unfortunately  loft  in 
luperftitious  expedtation,  or  blind  error. 

The 


f    69    ] 

The  hiftory  of  medicine  abounds  with  in- 
ftanccs  of  various  deceptions  of  pretenders  to 
the  cure  of  cancers  hyfecret  methods.  Though 
the  very  appearance  of  myftery  ought  to  awa- 
ken fulpicion,  though  the  boldnefs  of  the  de- 
luders,  the  raihnefs  of  their  boaflings,  their 
intereded  views,  their  complaints  of  being  per- 
fecuted  by  the  regular  faculty,  or  their  confi- 
dent aflertions  that  fome  eminent  man  or  other 
has  offered  a  large  fum  for  their  fecrct  or  nof- 
trum,  fhould  induce  mankind  to  be  on  thdir 
guard,  yet  cancerous  patients,  otherwife  with 
good  underftandings,  become  the  moft  egre- 
gious dupes  to  the  various  fnares  and  artifices 
of  low  cunning  and  unikilfulnefs. 

Other  patients  apply  to  thefe  pretenders,  who 
have  fome  little  hardnefs  or  fwelling  in  the 
breafl,  from  cold,  accident,  or  other  caufe  :  if 
a  cafe  or  two  of  this  fort  be  cured,  they  are 
magnified  into  the  name  of  terrible  cancers ; 
the  exaggerated  circumftances  are  publifhed  by 
every  llratagem  artifice  can  fuggeft;  perfons 
laboring  under  real  cancerous  complaints  arc 
fcrrited  out,  the  hiftory  related,  the  perfon 
fuppofed  to  be  cured  produced,  the  appearance 
of  fomething  like  a  fad  has  weight,  and  the 
delufion  fucceeds. 

If  any  medical  man  of  ftrid  honor  and 
learning  in  the  profeffion  fliould  examine  the 

fubjed 
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lubjecl  with  candor,  difcover  the  deception, 
and  pronounce  a  report  Itridly  conformable  to 
truth^  it  has  little  weight ;  for  when  truth  does 
not  flatter  unreafonable  expedations,  i^  is  coolly 
received.  In  cancerous  cafes,  patients,  and  of- 
ten their  relations,  eagerly  embrace,  and  vehe- 
mently protedt^  thofe  who  deceive  them  mofl ; 
the  reafon  of  v\^hich  is  obvious. 

Phyiicians  or  furgeons  of  probity,  on  being 
confuited  in  cancerous  cafes,  v*^ell  knowing  the 
difficulty  the  art  has  to  furmount  in  curing 
fome,  and  the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  curing 
others,  are  cautious  in  promiling  :  an  honefl, 
ildlfui,  and  experienced  man  cannot  promife 
fuccefs  in  thefe  cafes.  The  obfervations  of  the 
moil  learned  praditioners  for  above  two  thou- 
fand  years,  the  obfervations  and  communica- 
tions of  cotemporaries,  and  his  own  praftice, 
if  exteniive,  obliges  him,  as  a  man  deferving 
the  public  confidence,  to  declare  honorably  his 
fentiments,  and  what  he  has  treafured  up  by 
repeated  experience;  the  unpleafing  truth  being 
delivered,  it  may  not  be  fo  favorable  as  the  pa- 
tient or  affe^flionate  friends  exped:.  To  a  hu- 
mane pradiitioner  nothing  can  be  more  un« 
grateful  to  the  feelings  than  to  pronounce  a 
forefight  of  painful  future  evils,  and  the  im- 
poUibility  of  averting  them  ;  but  no  juft  nor 
fenfible  man  will,  for  the  fake  of  a  temporary 

prefent 
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prefent  advantage,  rifk  his  future  reputation  hj 
adling  with  duplicity  or  falfehood. 

It  is  a  great  happinefs  to  even  palliate  and 
mitieate  evils  v^hen  no  radical  cure  can  ratio- 
nally  be  expected  :  this  judicious  medicine 
may  effedt  many  years,  even  in  feveral  cance- 
rous difeafes. 

The  afcendancy  which  pretenders  to  the  cure 
of  the  cancer  acquire  is  obtained  by  two  means 
—  dependent  on  the  patient's  hope  and  fear. 
The  cautious  promifes  of  the  regular  practi- 
tioners, and  the  prudent  referve  they  com- 
monly obferve,  do  not  give  that  comfort  nor 
happinefs  which  the  confident  and  ralh  boail- 
ings  of  empiricifm  infpire.  The  man  v/ho 
pretends  to  zfecret  has  every  advantage  —  peo- 
ple love  the  marvellous,  and  believe  mofi:  what 
they  underftand  leail.  He  promifes  a  cure 
boldly,  leads  the  patient  by  artifices  into  an 
entiro  faith  in  his  flattering  pretenlions,  ufes  me- 
naces or  foothing  according  to  circumllances  : 
foiiietimes  he  v/ill  alarm  the  patient  with  a 
threat  to  relinquifh  his  attendance  if  ihe  dares 
to  fhew  the  flate  of  the  bread,  remove  his  dref- 
lings,  or  confult  any  other  perfon ;  at  others 
he  will  be  aH  cbfequioufnefs,  humanity,  gen- 
tlenefs,  and  daily  affirm  the  cafe  is  getting  bet- 
ter, even  to  the  lafl  moment  of  the  patient's 
life.  If  any  untoward  fymptoms  appear,  "he 
6  will 
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will  aflume  a  grave  face,  and  attribute  it  to 
fome  irregularity  in  the  patient,  the  winds,  or 
weather :  if  the  fymptoms  are  mitigated,  then 
his  fecret  remedies  are  lavifhly  praifed,  as  pro- 
ducing thefe  temporary  good  effeds.  In  this 
manner,  exciting  alternately  hope  and  fear, 
preventing  the  patient  from  confulting  men  of 
chara(S^er  by  various  flratagems  and  deep-laid 
artifices,  have  I  feen  feveral  valuable  lives  fa- 
crificed  at  the  fhrine  of  ignorance,  impudence, 
and  impoilure. 

Neither  reafoning  nor  medical  ikill,  however 
cultivated,  neither  probity  nor  the  moft  excel- 
lent advice,  neither  detection  nor  expofure  of 
the  delufion,  will  avail  :  the  infatuation  of  an 
^xpedled  cure,  and  the  lying  reports  of  the  dif- 
eafe  being  daily  better,  operate  againft  all  re- 
fledtion,  reafon,  or  common  fenfe  :  every  ex- 
preilion  of  doubt  is  confidered  envious  and  ini- 
mical to  the  operator ;  every  propofal  to  exa- 
mine the  cafe  is  oppofed  by  the  artifices  of  the 
deluder;  every  flattering  falfehood  is  received 
with  eagernefs  and  rapture.  Nothing  but  the 
lingering  and  miferable  death  of  the  unfortu-' 
nate  patient  can  convince  the  friends  of  their 
error  :  it  is  then,  and  then  only,  that  affec- 
tionate relations  difcover  themfelves  to  have 
been  acceflary  to  the  deftfudtion  of  a  deceafed 
friend;  it  is  then  they  perceive  that  their  ill- 
timed. 
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timed,   though   well  -  intentioned,  officioufnefs 
has  been  produd:ive  of  inexpreffible  calamity. 

This  defcription  of  the  arts  of  feductlon, 
pradifed  by  pretenders  to  the  cure  of  cancers, 
and  the  eafy,  unthinking  confidence  of  the  fe- 
duced,  are  founded  in  a  number  of  fadts  which 
have  fallen  under  my  own  immediate  obferva- 
tion  in  a  full  pra<5lice  of  thirty  years ;  they 
likewife  correfpond  exadtly  with  the  obferva- 
tions  of  many  other  pradlitioners  in  the  medical 
profeffion,  both  ancient  and  modern. 

The  detection  of  ignorance,  or  artful  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  cure  of  cancerous  difeafes  by/^- 
erets,  is  not  difficult  to  thofe  who  are  perfedtly 
acquainted  with  the  prefent  improved  Hate  of 
medical  fcience.  Impoftors  can  only  pafs  for 
men  of  ikill  amongfl  perfons  of  no  learning  or 
experience  in  the  art  of  medicine.  If  the  fol- 
lowing or  limilar  interrogatories  were  propofed 
to  the  daring  intruders  of  deception,  their  an- 
fwers  would  at  once  deted  their  fkill  :  their 
lilence,  or  a  predetermination  not  to  open  any 
part  of  the  intended  operations  of  their  alTumed 
difcoveries,  or,  in  ihort,  any  appearance  of 
myllery,  ought  to  awaken  fufpicion,  and  fuf- 
plcion  would  prevent  delufion. 

1.  What  is  the  definition  of  a  cancer,  either 
occult  or  manifeft,  as  they  have  been  called  ? 

2.  At  what  periods  of  life  do  cancers  appear, 
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and  in  what  confifts  the  difference  between  the 
tumors  arifing  from  inflammation,  milk,  blows, 
cancerous  difpolition,  &c.? 

3.  What  is  the  anatomical  ftrudiure  of  the 
breafts,  and,  according  to  various  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  what  part  of  the  flrudture  of  the 
breaft  is  difeafed  ? 

4.  Whether  the  cafe  be  curable,  doubtful, 
tedious,  or  incurable,  with  the  anatomical,  phy- 
fiological,  or  experimental  reafons  from  paft 
obfervation  ? 

5.  On  what  grounds  or  principles  is  the  cafe 
curable,  by  refolution,  fuppuration,  removal 
of  tumor,  ulcer,  &c.  ? 

6.  Are  all  the  parts  fo  deeply  affedted  as  to 
preclude  all  hopes  of  refolution  or  not  ? 

7.  What  are  the  confequences  if  the  tumor 
be  not  refolvable  ? 

8.  Is  the  diforder  likely  to  remain  in  the 
fame  ilate  for  years,  or  is  there  a  probability  of 
tumor  or  tumors^  ulcer  or  ulcers,  increaiing  ? 

9.  Whether  the  tumor  is  likely  to  enlarge 
from  fluids  being  brought  by  the  arteries,  and 
not  abforbed  or  returned  by  the  fanguiferous 
veins,  lymphatics,  &c.,  or  from  what  other 
jational  caufes  ? 

10.  Whether  the  tumor  is  likely  to  become 
ulcerous  foon,  or  at  fome  diftant  period,  and 
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whether  it  will  be  mild,   or  very  corrofive,  fe- 
tid, and  deilrudiive  to  the  parts  ? 

11.  Whether,  according  to  the  common  re- 
ceived principles  of  furgery,  and  the  obferva» 
tions  of  honeft  writers,  ancient  and  modern, 
the  fwelling  or  difeafed  parts  fhould  be  cut 
out,  and  what  are  the  probable  confequences  ? 

12.  What  are  the  principal  objections  to 
operating  on  the  breaits,  and  by  what  fcientific 
means  can  it  be  difcovered  that  the  cancerous 
acrimony  has  contaminated  the  fluids  or  glan- 
dular flrudture  in  other  parts  of  the  body  ? 

13.  Whether,  amidft  the  many  fymptoms 
which  accompany  cancerous  complaints,  a  com- 
plete fkill  in  the  fcience  and  ufe  of  medicine  is 
not  neceflary  ;  and  whether  the  internal  treat- 
ment of  hedtic  fever,  nervous  afFedions,  vo- 
mitings, pufgings,  colliquative  perfpirations, 
and  a  variety  of  other  fymptoms,  fliould  be 
attempted  by  any  perfon  ignorant  or  but  little 
acquainted  with  difeafes,  the  pawer  of  medi- 
f:ines,  &c.,  wherein  the  moil  confummate  fkill 
is  required  ? 

14.  Is  it  rational  to  fuppofe  that  any  external 
applications  can  remedy  the  evils  attendant  on 
cancerous  cafes,  when  it  is  plain  the  difeafe  is 
not  local,  but  diffufed  frequently  through  the 
whole  lymphatic  fyilem  ;  and  whether  in  fuch 
cafes  a  fkilful  phyfician  is  not  neceffary,  not 
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only  to  judge  of  the  probable  confequences  of 
external  applications,  whether  deterfive,  repel- 
lent, emollient,  fuppurative,  cauftic,  occ.,  but 
likewife  to  diredt  judiciouHy  the  internal  treat- 
ment ? 

15.  Whether  it  be  not  ImpofTible  for  any  phy- 
^cian  of  probity  to  determine  on  the  operation 
of  fecrets,  but  by  their  falutary  or  injurious 
effedis ;  in  which  latter  cafe  is  it  not  often  too 
late  to  remedy  the  mifchief  by  the  mofl  ikilful 
advice  }  .  1 

To  what  purpofe,  it  might  be  afked,  have 
thefe  objediions  been  advanced  againft.  cut- 
ting out  the  fcirrhus  or  hardnefs  ;  to  the  appli- 
cation of  arfenical  and  other  cauftics  to  draw 
out  the  core,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called  ;  and  to 
the  fallacious  pretenlions  of  fecret  remedies? 
The  anfwer  is,  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  future 
mifchief,  future  deluiion. 

An  examination  of  the  hofpital  pra6llce  in  Lon- 
don, Paris,  Lyons,  Rome,  Venice,  Germany,  &c., 
have  furnifhed  me  with  the  mOil  ijidifputable 
fadls  of  the  cruelty  and  often  inutility  of  cut- 
ting out  the  fcirrhus.  In  London  I  have  been 
confuited  in  many  hundred  cafes.  There  has 
been  no  furgeon  of  eminence  for  thefe  ialt  thirty 
years  in  this  metropolis  whofe  operations  on  the 
breail,  in  the  true  cancer,  have  not,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  failed.     In  fome  few  initances  the 
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diforder,  for  a  few  months,  or  a  year  or  two, 
has  lain  dormant,  then  it  has  broken  out  with 
redoubled  violence ;  ulcerations  and  deftruc- 
tions  of  parts  have  fucceeded  each  other  until 
the  ivhole  fide  of  the  thorax  has  become  one 
continued,  though  uneven,  fetid,  corrofive  ul- 
cer; the  corrofion  of  the  cancer  has  deftroyed  ' 
all  the  fofter  parts,  and  in  feme  inftances  the 
ribs  themfelves  have  been  laid  bare  ;  hectic  fe- 
ver, vomitings,  purging,  from  abforption  and 
breathing  in  putrid  exhalations,  excruciating 
tortures  long  continued,  until  the  exhauiled 
patient,  finking  under  fuch  a  complicated  train 
of  mifery,  becomes  ileepy,  and  expires.  Sur- 
geons, who  have  unfuccefsfully  operated,  are 
feldom  confulted  when  the  difeafe  returns ; 
therefore  often  think  the  cure  is  compleated, 
though  it  relapfes. 

This  has  happened  in  younger  and  older  fub- 
jedts,  where  the  operation  has  been  performed, 
or  cauflic  matter  applied,  in  cafes  that  feemed 
favorable  for  the  knife,  in  others  unfavorable  : 
fuch  is  the  doubtfulnefs  of  the  operation.  If 
examples  were  neceifary,  I  could  produce  feve- 
ral  that  mud  Urike  the  mod  obdurate  heart 
with  horror,  and  convince  furgeons  how  cau- 
tioufly  they  ihould  undertake  the  amputation  of 
the  fcirrhus  or  cancerous  breail,  left  they  add 
to  human  mifery,  what  might,  by  a  milder 
treatment,  be  avoided. 

As 
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As  to  hemlock  curing  the  cancer,  I  d^ny  it 
from  the  mofl  politive  proofs,  and  from  the 
tmeft  intelligence  I  could  obtain  at  Vienna  aad 
moll  other  hofpitals  in  Europe. 

From  ail  which  I  infer,  that  cancerous  com- 

plaints^  happening  after  the  ceiTation  of  the 
Bienfes,  unlefs  recent  and  judiciouily  treated 
With  alteratives  and  neutral  falioe  remedies,  are 
Tery  doubtful  of  cure,  and  ofren  degenerate 
into  the  manifefl  cancerous  ulcer. 

The  firji  ftage  of  the  diforder,  in  which  the 
YeflTels  are  only  dillended,  is  fometimes  curable, 

but  not  always. 

The  fecond  Jlage,  in  which  the  fanguiferous 
•^elTels  and  lymphatics  are  afteded,  the  cure  is 
iBore  tedious  and  difficult,  if  even  curable ; 
but  by  proper  management  the  diforder  may 
be  prevented  fometimes  from  increafing. 

The  third  ftage^  in  which  the  fanguiferous 
•veffels,  lymphatics,  ladliferous  tubes,  and  the 
oleaginous  particles  or  adeps  are  coagulated  in 
the  cells  of  the  cellular  ilrudlure  of  the  breaft, 
and  have  become  one  confufed  hard  mafs,  no 
cure  by  refolution,  cutting,  or  cauftic,  can  be 
rationally  expedled ;  for  though  fymptoms  are 
frequently  mitigated,  yet  this  ftage  always  ter- 
minates in  death. 

T\\Q  fourth  Jlage^  \n  which  the  third  flage 
breaks  forth  into  an  open  cancerous  ulcer,  ia. 

fomc 
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fome  cafes,  by  Ikilful  management,  the  paticat 
may  live  many  years ;  but  they  are  oftener  de- 
ftroyed  by  raihnefs  and  violent  remedies :  ia 
other  inftances  no  art  whatever  avails,  and  the 
ulcer  continually  increaiing,  the  patient  moft 
commonly  dies  either  in  extreme  hot  or  cold 
weather. 

On  refleding  on  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
{lances  attending  tumors  of  the  breaiV,  whether 
cancerous  or  not,  the  fubfequent  advice  is  the 
refult. 

I.  In  all  tumors  of  the  bread,  if  a  long^ 
continued  courfe  of  mineral  alteratives  for  a 
year  or  two,  and  the  external  applications  al- 
ready recommended,  Ihould  not  avail,  it  is  beii 
to  remain  quiet,  obferving  a  proper  regimen, 
and  occaiionaliy  taking  fome  neutral  falts,  gen- 
tle laxatives,  &c.  By  thefe  means  the  cance-- 
rous  complaint  has  been  tolerable  many  years  ; 
on  the  contrary,  when  the  diforder  has  bcQFt 
difturbed  by  the  impatience  of  the  patient  or 
friends,  the  fymptoms  have  increajed  rapdly^ 
mid  ended  fatally, 

II.  All  operations,  except  in  very  urgent 
cafes,  fhould  be  avoided. 

III.  In  the  ulcerated  flage  it  is  always  moft 
judicious  to  ufe  the  mildell  applications,  and 

obferve  great  cleanlinefs.  This  often  requires 
the  Ikilful  management  of  the  furgeon.    I  have 

^nown 


C    80   ] 

known  inflances  of  perfons  living  many  years 
with  cancerous  ulcers,  when  treated  mildly ; 
but  I  have  never  feen  an  initance  wherein  vio- 
lent methods  were  adopted  that  the  difeafe  did 
not  rapidly  increafe,  and  foon  terminate  in  the 
deflrud:ion  of  the  patient. 

I  have  here  communicated,  without  referve, 
the  refult  of  much  refledtion  and  anatomical 
inquiry,  and  have  delivered  concluiions  from  a 
multitude  of  fadts  and  long  experience  in  prac- 
tice. It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  hiflory  of 
the  cancerous  tumors  or  ulcers  were  more  fa- 
vorable ;  but  it  is  neceffary  to  deliver  the  pofi- 
tive  truth,  efpecially  in  cafes  wherein  thsre  has 
appeared  fo  much  impoiition  and  delulion.  It 
is  hoped  that  other  pradlitioners  will  avail 
themfelves,  as  fome  have,  of  thefe  and  former 
hints,  and  improve  the  treatment.  A  confci- 
oufnefs  alone  of  performing  the  duties  of  the 
profeliion,  in  wrelling  cancerous  patients  from 
the  hands  of  cruel  and  fuperficial  empirics,  can 
alone  induce  regular  pra£litioners  to  feduloully 
attend  thefe  deplorable  difeafes,  and  afford  thofe 
comforts  which  fcience  and  reafon  may  recom- 
mend. 


THE       END. 
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On  Cancerous  Affections  of  various 
PartSj 

PARTlCUiARLY    OF    TK£ 


EYELIDS, 

MOUTH, 

EAR, 

FAUCES, 

NOSE, 

TONGUE, 

LIPS, 

AXILLA, 

GUMS, 

GROINS,  AND 

TONSIL  GLANDS,    EXTERNAL  GENITAL  PARTS, 


JL  H  E  common  and  received  definition  of 
cancers,  in  mod  authors,  is  very  erroneous. 
Home,  in  his  Frinclpia  Medicin^e,  imitating 
others,  fays,  ^ando  jcirrhus  degenerat  in  timo" 
rem  inequalem,  lividam,  lancinantem  cum  vafis  cir- 
cumcirca  varicofis,  carcinoma  vel  cancer  appellatur* 
To  this  definition,  or  a  fimilar  defcription,  have 
all  the  ancients  and  moderns  agreed,  as  may 
be  feen  by  confulting  their  works.  Any  expe- 
rienced furgeon  or  phyfician,  who  had  obferved 
a  number  of  cancerous  affed:ions,  wouid  imme- 
diately exclaim,  there  are  many  cancer- tending 
fcirrhous  tumors  and  cancerous  ulcers,  without 
inequaruy  or  Uvidne/s,  without  furrounding  vari- 
K  cons 
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cous  vejfels ;  therefore  the  received  definition  is 
fallacious.  The  diforder  is  well  known  by  the 
experienced  from  its  appearance,  fituation,  ma- 
lignant tendency,  and,  if  ulcerated,  by  its  pe- 
culiar fetid  fmell,  which  cannot  be  defined,  as 
likewife  by  its  flow  corroding  eifefts,  not  al- 
ways attended  with  pain,  though  fometimes  in- 
fufferable  and  excruciating  :  therefore  1  ihould 
define  a  fcirrhous,  painful  tumor  of  the  lym- 
phatic or  glandular  fyftem,  which  does  not  fup- 
purate  like  an  abfcefs,  but  continues  long,  and 
at  laft  degerates  into  a  v^xy  fetid y  corroding  ul- 
cer, deftroying  the  tumor  itfelf,  and  fometimes 
the  adjacent  parts,  to  be  a  cancerous  ulcer; 
numbers  of  which  are  never  attended  with  va= 
ricous  veins,  unequal  furfaces,  nor  a  livid  color. 

There  are  three  genera  of  cancerous  affec- 
tions of  other  parts  :  the  firft,  cancer-tending  tu- 
bercles, or  fmooth  callofities ;  the  fecond,  fcir- 
rhous tumors  of  the  glands  ;  and  the  third, 
corroding  cancerous  ulcers ;  the  fpecies  of 
which,  Vv^ith  regard  to  fize,  extenfion,  figure^, 
color,  or  malignity,  are  numerous. 

'Tubercles  and  cancer-tending  callofities  appear 
in  many  parts :  in  the  eyelids,  nofe,  lobes  of 
the  ears,  cheeks,  upper  and  under  lips ;  on 
the  tongue  and  internal  parts  of  the  mouth, 
gums,  palate,  axilla,  genitals,  about  the  rec- 
tumy  &Cc 

Tuhercies 
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Tubercles  are  hard  fmall  fwel lings  rifing  above 
the  fkin,  about  the  fize  of  peafe,  of  different 
colors  according  as  the  parts  affeded  are  more 
or  lefs  vafcular ;  from  which  caufe  they  appear 
pale,  or  approaching  to  a  red  or  purple  color. 

Callofities  are  hardneffes  of  the  adeps  imme- 
diately under  the  ikin,  from  the  coagulation  of 
the  adeps  or  coagulable  b;mph^  and  have  fre- 
quently fmooth  equal  furfaces. 

They  are  nominated  warts,  excrefcences,  in- 
durations, fmall  carbuncles^  &c.,  and  often  ap- 
pear the  forerunners  of  cancerous  ulcers  in  acri- 
monious or  cacochymimal  habits :  they  are  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  thofe  excrefcences  or  tumors 
which  appear  early  in  life,  and  continue  unto 
death  without  malignity  or  any  bad  effedlis. 

The  tubercles  that  have  a  cancerous  tendency 
feldom  appear  early  in  life,  but  gradually  arife 
withoufany  previous  manifeft  caufe  ;  fometimes 
thej^are  painful,  in  other  inilances  not;  but  by 
bad  management  they  have  rapidly  degenerated 
into  cancerous  ulcers,  become  paiaful,  and 
have  ended  fatally.  This  has  happeaed  in  the 
nofe  and  many  other  parts. 

The  cure  of  the  tubercles  requires  two  me- 
thods of  treatment. 

The  mildefi  treatm.ent  is  attempting  their  re- 

folution  by  fomentations,  refolving  applications, 
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a  dry   diet,  and  mineral  alteratives,  given  at 
proper  diilances  of  time. 

The  radical  treatment  is  the  removal  of  the 
tubercle  or  tubercles  by  applying  the  fuming. 
pure  nitrous  acid. 

The  refolution  may  be  attempted,  when  they 
be  recent,  by  fomenting  the  parts  with  a  weak 
foluion  of  crude  fal.  armoniac  and  fumigations  of 
cinnabar^  and  by  Heeding.  Purging  and  anti- 
phlogijiic  remedies  are  likewife  ufcful,  mineral 
alteratives,  &c. 

If  thefe  remedies  fhould  not  fuccecd  in  re- 
moving the  tubercles,  and  there  be  reafon  to 
conclude  them  of  a  malignant,  cancerous  ten- 
dency, the  deilrudtion  of  the  tubercle  or  tu- 
bercles is  the  mofl  effedual  method  of  pre- 
venting the  cancer  and  ail  its  terrible  ravages  ; 
for  if  negledred,  when  recent,  they  fometimes 
deflroy  the  nofe,  the  whole  face,  throat,  fcro- 
turn  and  tefticles,  perineum,  vagina,  or  rec- 
tum, according  to  the  part  they  fix  on,  not  in  a 
few  days,  but  after  many  years  dreadful  tor- 
ments. 

The  common  cauftics,  and  even  the  arfenical 
preparation  of  Flunket,  are  too  apt  to  aggra- 
vate the  diforder,  though,  in  fome  few  in- 
fiances,  they  have  fucceeded.  Extirpation  by 
the  knife  feldom  eradicates  the  cancer-tending 
iumor  or  calloiity  :  the  feeds  of  the  dKeafe,  I 

am 
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am  certain^  are  in  the  conilitution,  not  local, 
as  fome  have  imagined.  Without  removing 
caufes,  efFedts  will  not  ceafe  :  hence  the  necef- 
iity,  of  internal  corredors  of  the  acrimony. 
Mercury  alone  aggravates  the  difeafe  ;  but  join- 
ed whh.  antimonial  fulphurs  is  ufeful. 

Tbe  Cure  of  the  l!uhercles  by  the  fuming  nitrous 
Acid, 

Dip  the  point  of  a  pen,  or  lint  twifled  round  a 
wooden  fkewer,  mto  the  fuming  nitrous  acid,  and 
make  a  mark  all  round  the  bafis  of  the  tuberclcj, 
fo  as  to  circumfcribe  the  whole  induration. 

This  operation  is  to  be  repeated  every  or 
every  other  day  until  a  feparation  of  the  found 
from  the  difeafed  part  be  evident. 

This  mode  of  treatm.ent  was  my  invention  : 
it  is  attended  with  little  or  no  pain,  and  is  often 
fuccefsful. 

Care  muft  be  taken  not  to  fufFer  the  effe5!s  of 
the  acid  fpirit  to  extend  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  fmall  tumor  or  tubercles,  which  is  eafily 
cfFedled  by  immediately  and  repeatedly  drying 
the  part  touched  with  lint. 

In  this  manner  I  have  fomecimes  fafely  re- 
moved tubercles,  calioiities,  and  fcirrhous  tu- 
mors, of  a  cancerous  tendency,  in  the 
Breafls, 
Eyelids, 
Cheeks, 

Nofe, 
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Nofe, 
Lips, 

Mouth, 

Genital  parts^ 

About  the  redum,  Sec. 

After  the  tubercle  or  tubercles  are  entirely 
deftroyed,  which  mud  be  done  gradually,  the 
ulcerated  part  may  be  drelTed  with  the  precipi- 
tate digeftive,  or  any  other,  and  wailied  before 
each  dreiling  with  a  folution  of  the  corrofive 
fublimate. 

When  the  little  ulceration  formed  by  the 
efchar  is  cleanfed  or  deterged,  the  cure  may  be 
finiihed  by  common  dreffings,  whilft  mineral 
alleratives  fhould  be  given  internally  accord- 
ins;  to  circumflances. 

In  fcirrhpus,  cancer-tending  tumors  of  the 
tonfil  glands,  gums,  &c,,  all  other  methods 
Ihould  be  firft  tried ;  but  if  danger  of  fufFoca- 
tion  arife,  the  tonfil  glands,  if  impoffible  to  ex- 
tirpate with  the  ligature,  as  when  the  bafe  and 
upper  furface  are  equal  in  extenfion,  then,  to 
fave  life,  it  is  juftifiable  to  deflroy  the  tumor 
with  xhQ  fuming  Jpirlr of  nitre,  by  touching  the 
part,  and  immediately  abforbing  the  fluid  on 
the  part  touched  by  dry  lint  on  a  fkewer,  left 
the  corroiive  jQiou Id  injure  any  of  the  adjacent 
parts  of  the  fauces,  &c. ;  in  which  operations 
the  moft  exquifite  judgment,  fteadinefs,  and 
caution,  fhould  be  employed.  " 

On 
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On  the  'Tubercles  or  Indurations  becoming  cancerous 
Ulcers. 

When  the  tubercles  have  been  negledied  or 
improperly  treated^  they  may  become  cance- 
rous ulcers. 

A  cancerous  ulcer  gradually  increafes  in  iize 
by  its  corrofive  acrimony,  flower  than  other 
ulcers,  but  more  certainly  deftrudlive  in  its 
confequences. 

It  differs  from  all  other  ulcers,  becaufe  it  is 
more  fetid,  and  attacks  glandular  or  very  vaf- 
cular  parts,  as  the  lips,  cheeks,  &c.,  and  is 
commonly,  though  not  always,  preceded  by 
indurations  or  tubercles. 

Frognojlic, 

All  thefe  ulcers,  whether  in  the 
Eyelids, 
Nofe, 
Lips, 
Gums, 

Toniil  glands^, 

Tongue,  ^ 

Axilla, 
Groins, 
Genital  partSj 
Redium, 
Anus,  Sec. 
are  very  difficult  and  tedious  of  cure;  but  many 

inftalnceil 
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indanccs  have  yielded  to  the  remedies  hereafter 
recommended. 

'I'he  Mode  of  'Treatments 
The  callous  cdg-cs  of  the  ulcer  mud  be  re° 

o 

moved  By  the  nitrous  acid. 

The  ulcers  may  be  cleanfed  by  the  ufe  of 
cinnabarinc  fumigations  once  a  day^  folutions 
of  mercurkis  corrDJtvus  JuhlimatuSy.  and  cam- 
phor. The  precipitate  digeftiVe,  if  not  in  the 
mouth. 

Internalh^,  all  the  metallic  alteratives  and  fa= 
line  medicines  recommended  in  the  cure  of  ul- 
cers of  the  legs  and  other  parts,  cancers  of  the 
breads,  womb,  ^cc,  are  particularly  ufeful/ 
when  given  at  proper  diilances,  in  removing 
the  cancerous  acrimony,  if  mildly  and  judici- 
bully  adminiftered,  according  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  diforder,  the  ftrength,  age,  fex,  pe- 
culiarities of  each  patient,  climate,  feafons  of 
the  year,  rational  indications,  and  contra-indi- 
bations.  Without  the  knowledge  and  juff  ap= 
plication  of  remedies,  and  implicit  obedience  in 
patients,  medicine  in  cancerous  and  many  other 
diforders,  inftead  of  being  efficacious,  may  fre- 
quently become  injurious  *. 

*  Whoever  would  wiih  for  more  information  concerning  H 
Ibad  habit  of  body  being  the  caufe  of  various  ulcers,  as  like- 
wife  the  caufe  of  their  continuance,  with  various  modes  of 
J-eifioving  fcorbutic  and  other  acrimony,  mayconfult  the  2r^dE° 
'tfje  oh  ukerated  Legs,  4th  edition. 

Though 
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Ithough  the  foregoing  Treatife  freely  animadverts^  and 
even  cenjures  many  dangerous^  cruel,  fuperftitious,  and 
ignorant  methods  of  treating  cancerous  affections ^  yet,  in 
order  to  exhibit  to  view  what  hath  been  attempted  in 
thefe  truly  melancholy  complaints,  thefubfequent  extraSfs^ 
from  the  principal  ancient  and  modern  authors,  have 
beenfeleSled.  The  learned  reader  will  perceive  that  the 
7nodes  of  treat?nent  I  hwue  adopted  and  comfuunicated  are 
new  ;  and  if  they  f natch  now  and  then  an  unfortunate 
viBim  from  death,  or  even  palliate  the  fymptoms  of  the 
incurable,  it  will  not  only  requite  the  author  for  his  un- 
remitting refearches,  but  perhaps  point  out  the  paths  to 
other  abler  practitioners,  and  promote  afpirit  of  emu- 
lation for  the  accomplijhing  future  nnprovements, 

[7^/V  part  has  been  printed  in  a  fmalUr  letter,  that  the  Jize  of 
the  Treatife,  ^c.,  Jhould  not  be  ftvslled  beyond  its  prefeni 
limitations^ 

Celfics  de  Medicina,  1.  v.  cap.  28.  p.  317. 
De  Carcinomate. 

Non  idem  periculum  carcinoma  aifert,  uti  carbunculus,  nifi. 
imprudentia  curantis  agitatum  eft. 

Carcinomata  curationibus  irritantur. 

Quidam  ferro  aduITerunt :  quidam  fcalpello  exciderunt, 

Neque  ulli  unquam  medicina  profluit  :  fed  adufta  protinus 
concitata  funt  &  increverunr,  donee  occiderent. 

Excifa  etlam  poft  indu6lam  cicatricem,  tamen  reverterunt, 
&  caufam  mortis  attulerunt. 

Cum  interim  plerique  nullam  vim  adhibendo,  qua  tollere  id 
malum  tentent  j  fed  imponendo  tantum  lenia  medicamenta, 
qu2e  quail  blandiantur,  quo  minus  ad  ujtimam  feneftutem 
pervcniant,  con  prohibeantur, 

L  Difcernere 
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Difcernere  autem  cacoethes,  quod  curationem  recipit,  nemo 
fcire  potcft,  nifi  tempore,  &  experimento. 

Ergo  ubi  primum  id  vitium  notatum  eft,  imponi  debent  me- 
dicamenta  adurentia. 

Si  levatur  malum  minuunturque  ejus  indicia,  procedere  cu- 
ratio  poteft  &  ad  fcalpellum  &  ad  uftionem. 

Si  protinus  irritatum  eft,  fcire  licet,  jam  carcinoma  effe  j. 
removendaque  funt  omnia  acria,  omnia  vehementia. 

Gorr^euSf  Definit.  291. 

Kagvjj/ce,  cancer  eft  tumor  malignus  afpedu  teter. 

Tumor  ifte  &  prorainet  &  ta6Vui  renititur,  atque  ubi  femel 
radices  egerit,  difHcillime  avelli  tollique  poteft. 

Eft  enim  malignus,  ferus,  protervus,  &  quern  curatio  ma- 
nuumquevel  biandiflima  tra6latio  efferare  potius  quam  mitifi- 
care  Iblet, 

Gordonii  iilium  Medicines  de  Cancro, 
Cancer  a  principio  difficilis  cognitionis  eft  valde. 
Cancer  autem  eft  recens  &  tunc  eft  curabilis,  aut  eft  antr- 

quus,  qui  non  curatur.     Eft  etiam  aut  exterius  apparens  & 

tunc  curatur  :  aut  interius  ubi  non  curatur. 

'Parens,  ex  Uffenbachii,   colIe61:.  162, 

Sclrrhus  illegitimus,  indolens  omnino  &  infenfibiiis,  item- 
que  cancrofus  nullam  admittit  curationem  :  verus  autem  & 
legirimus  vix  ullam. 

EfFeratur  cancer  alimentis  fanguinem  inflammantibus,  anirai 
pcrturbationibus,  vix,  scftu  &  acrioribus  medicamentis  oleofis 
&  emplaftricis,  nee  jure  nee  loco  appofitis. 

Omnis  cancer  cenfetur  ferme  incurabilis,  vel  curatu  valJc 
contumax  :  eft  enim  morbo  toto  genere  malignus. 

Ne  efFerentur  aut  ferpant  longius  leaibus  remediis  &  cura, 
qUam  palliativum  dicunt,  erit  procurandum,  fie  enim  multi 
cancro  laborantes  ad  extremam  ufque  feneiSlutem  pervene- 
runt. 

Incipiens  cancer  fsepe  incrementis  prohibetur  ;  ubi  vero  fe- 
mel 
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mcl  increverit,  nifi  ferro  curationem  non  admittit,  ut  qui  ma- 
lignitate  &  contumacia  fua  medicamentorum  omnium  vires 
afpernetur. 

Cancer  ulceratus  eft  ulceris  genus  malignum,  rebelle,  in- 
traftabile,  ut  qui  mitia  medicamenta  afpernetur,  acribus  au- 
t£m  &  fortibus  amplius  efFeratur. 

FareuSf  1.  xxiii.  cap.  41,  de  uteri  procidentia  —  uteri  pu- 
tridi  excifio.  Si  przefcriptis  remediis  reflitui  nequeat  uterus, 
&  ulceratus  computruerit,  jubemur  veterum  prsefcripto  ilium 
amputate. 

Vifs  fant  permultas  mulieres,  quibus  totus  ferme  uterus  ex- 
cilTus  fuerat,  nullo  vitae  difpendio,  quemadmodum  teftatur 
Paulu8. 

Joh.  Langius  fcribit,  Ep.  Med.  1.  ii.  ep.  39.  fe  prssfente 
chirurgum  carpum  mulieri  Bononienli  uterum  extirpafle  ipfa 
fuperftite  &  incolumi. 

A"  1573.      Procidentia  ab  antimonio  haufto. 

A*  1573.  Vocatus  Pareus,  Guillemeau,  &  De  Fieux, 
communi  confilio  cenfuimus,  id  quod  prociderat,  extirpan- 
dum  eflfe  :  per  duos  dies  fine  dolore  corpus  extraximus,  quod 
a  4  medicis  &  nobis  uteri  corpus  &Se  vifum  eft. 

Cujus  rei  fidem  fecere  unus  ex  tefticulis,  qui  integer  ex- 
tra6lus  eft,  craffior  item  membrana,  reliqua  ex  mola,  quae 
fuppurata  rupto  abfcelTu  fenfim  difHuxerat,  &c. 

'  Totum   trimeftre   fana   &   egregie  incolumis  mulier  fuper- 
vixit,  donee  fuborta  repente  pleuritide  interiit. 

JDiifeftae  a  me  &  fedulo  fingula  exquirenti  nufquam  compa- 
ruit  uterus  fed  ejus  loco  caliofura  quoddam  corpus,  quod  na- 
tura,  quae  nunquam  in  nobis  otiatur,  jafturam  ejus  partis 
quafi  reparatura,  vel  lacunam  potius  alvi  repletura,  fublti- 
tuerat. 

'Tagaultius  in  Injlitutionibus  Chirurgicis  de  1'umore  praeter' 
naturam. 

Cancer y  feu  carcinoma,  a  toto  genere  eft  morbus  gravis  & 

perniciofus,     Vix  enim  unquam  propter  fucci  craflitiera  con- 

L  a  fanefcit. 
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iaiiefcit,  utpote  quod  nee  repelli  nee  difcuti  queat,  nee  totius 
corporis  purgationi  cedat. 

Sed  &  tanta  ejus  eft  malignitas,  ut  mitiora  plane  con  • 
temnat  remedia,  vehementioribus  vero,  veluti  carbo  irritetur, 
excandefcatque  atque  efferatur. 

Casteium  ex  cancro  non  ulcerato  non  raro  fit  ulceratus,  pu- 
trefcente  fcilictt  fpatio  tempores  humore,  in  vafis  delitefcente, 
vel  irritato  a  medicamentis  inconfuke  admotis  afFeclu 

Hunc  autem  exu'.ceratum  cancrum  peffiinum  eile  iudicanfe 
omnes  &  veras  curationi  prorfus  ineptum  :  hie  enim  ad  per- 
fe£lam  atque  abfolutam  fui  curationem  mordentia,  afpera  at- 
que vehementia  defideraret  medicamenta. 

Atqui  ut  diximus  talibus  magis  irritatur,  efFeraturque,  tan- 
turn  abeft^  ut  fub  lis  mitefcat  vel  confenefcat. 

Proinde  fatis  fuerit  fi  cancros  non  uleeratos  prohibeamus 
augeri,  a  perfecta  quidem  curatione  manum  jubtrahentes. 

I'agaultius  8ii,  inter  remedia  reeenfet  arfenicum  fublima- 
tum  ut  prseftantiffimum  ac  tuciffimum  auxilium  in  hoe  affeftu 
a  Guidone  de  Cauliaco  ulitatum. 

PlateruSf  in  Praxi,  1.  ii.   567. 

De  cancro  uteri ;  per  podicem  erumpiffe,  in  veficam  &  ab- 
domen pervenifle. 

Totum  uterum  computruifTe  &  exemptum  fuifle,  cogno- 
vimus. 

Ufu  medicamentorum  acrium,  uteri  cervix  erodi  vel  exul- 
cerari :  ficuti  finiftro  horum  ufu  cervicem  uteri  ulceratam, 
tandem  computruifle  penitus,  fupervivente  nihilomiuus  diu 
poftea  adhuc  muliere  obfervavimus. 

In  gravidis  foetus  mortuus  putrefccns  retentus,  uterum  in- 
fieit,  corrumpitque,  ficuti  hoc  in  duabus  mulieribus  fa£tum 
fpeflavimus. 

Fcetum  cum  involucris  &  utero  vicinoque  peritonso  corrup- 
tis  penitus,  feclione  in  abdomine  facia  exemptum  fuiiTc,  qued 
in  una  viva  adhuc  &  diu  poftea  fuperftite  manente  fieri  vidi- 
mus, &  ex  alia  mortua  nos  ipfi  hoc  modo  exemimus. 

Cancer 
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Cancer  uteri  cervlcls,  quia  ab  initio  dolorera  aut  impedi'» 
mentum  non  magnum  aflfert,  aut  quia  non  cognofcitur  cum 
negligatur,  pleruraque  adau£lus  &  confirmatus  curari  amplius 
nequit,  neque  in  eo  loco  abdito  commode  aut  fine  pericuio 
amputari  poteft. 

Uterus  exulceratus  tandem,  iethalis  plerumque  fit. 

Ne  tamen  augeatur  cura  palliativa  adhibetur. 

Revulfiones  per  venacfeftionem  in  poplite,  purgatione  con- 
venienti,  vires  reflaurantibus,  topicis  ficcantibus,  digerenti- 
bus,  &c, 

Ulcera  in  uteri  finu  &  pudendo  omnia  perverfa  ob  loci  te- 
neritatem  &  humiditatem  funt :  adeo  ut  levis  excoriatio,  dili-? 
gcntiam  ut  fanerur,  requirat.  ^ 

Deteriora  adhuc  funt  depafcentia  &  phagedaenica,  qus  fi 
diu  perfeveraverint  &  profundas  radices  egerint,  fpatiumquQ 
•amplum  occupaverint,  incurabilia  fere  funt,  uti  &  carcinoma- 
ta,  quae  mortem  plerumque  veluti  &  alia,  corruptionem  afFc" 
runt,  quae  aliquando  totum  uterum  depopulantur. 

Exempla  contagii  fe  vidilTe. 

Prognoftica  in  genere,  fiprimum  inceperit  Sc  adhuc  exiguus 
fit,  nee  negligatur,  ipfius  incrementum  difficulter  impediri,  fi 
adauftus  fit,  aegerrime,  &  fi  ad  fummum  pervenerit,  nun- 
quam  curari  polTe,  &  fi  exulceratus  fit,  eum,  nifi  poffit  in- 
teger funditus  extirpari,  etfi  longo  tempore  perdurare  poffit 
lethalem  efle. 

Ferneliust  Pathol.  420. 

Uteri  afFeflus  funt,  phlegmone,  abfcefl'us,  ulcus,  fcirrhus, 
cancer,  mola,  inflatio,  hydrops,  calculus;  in  cervice  rha- 
gades,  condylomata,  hasmorrhojdes,  &c. 

Nomae,  carcinomata  csetcris  ulceribus  fcetidiores,  fordi- 
diores,  acerbiorefque, 

Exulceratum  carcinoma,  nomis  malignius  eft. 

Cancer  benignus,  nifi  irritatus,  diu  citra  perniciem  con- 
fiftit. 

Malignus  ccerceri  vix  potefl,  quin  fiat  cancer  exulceratus, 
»ifi  malignitate  ocyus  interimat,  longe  lateque  prorepit. 

N,  Fife, 
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N.  Fi/o,  ds  Morbis cognofcendis  &f  curandis,  cap.  59.  p.  840, 
^e,  fciyrho  &  cancro  uteri  dicit  carcinoma  uteri  incurabile  tffe. 

Fahrkius  Hildanusy  obferv.  Galenits  cancri  curandi  ratio- 
Kern  duplicem  ftatuit,  quarum  prima  perficitur  medicaraentis, 
bumores  atrabiliares  expurgantibus. 

Altera  confiftit  in  extirpatione  tumoris. 

Quantum  attinet  ad  primum,  nifi  ftatim  ab  initip  adminif- 
tifata  fuerit,  parum  aut  nihil  ad  fanitatem  polTe,  certum  eft  : 
€];uaudoquidem  jam  materia  ita  compa£la  atque  indurata  eft,  ut 
medicamentis  purgantibus  non  cedat. 

Altera  via  a  Galefio  prsfcripta,  eft  extirpatio  tumores : 
fcanc  nonnuUi  ferro  candente,  alii,  ^ledicamentis  erodentibus, 
reliqui  cuhro  inciforio  perficiunt. 

Cancer  exulceratus  adverfus  quem  medicamentis  fru^lra 
pugnatur. 

Ulcus  cancrofum  perquam  malignum  &  immedicsbile,  affi- 
<3uo  erodens  imas  pattes  affeclas,  nee  fifti  poteft. 

In  confilio  fuo  ad  cancrum  oculi,  bene  notat :  quoad  refold 
Tcntia,  cum  tumor  fit  duriifimus,  credibile  eft  nuUo  refolutum 
hi  medicamento,  nifi  prius  emolliatur.  At  vero  prsterquam 
quad  hujufmodi  pra^dura  materia,  tamdiu,  (quindecim  vide- 
licet annis)  congefta  emolliri  nequit  periculum  eft  ne  ex  ifto, 
emollientiura  ufu  tumor  fubito  contrahat  fummam  rnalitiam. 

Erodentia  mihi  perquam  periculofa  cenfentur.  Nam  cum 
prominens  hie  tumor  duriffimus  fit,  credibile  eft  benigna  me- 
dicamenta  irrita  futura  •  quin  potius  v^  fumma  durities  adeft, 
£c  vehemens  requiritur  medicatio,  quse  vi  feptiorum  &  ef- 
charoticorum  fieri  folet. 

At  vero  ut  lenibusnon  afEcitur  cancer,  faevifiimum  malum, 
fie  irritatur  &  ingravefcit  vel  tantillum  acribus  &  vellicantibus 
«t  ante  expertus  eft  aeger. 

Ri'veriuSf  Prax<  Med.  1.  xv.  247. 
De  prognofi  hoc  tantum  pronuntiare  licet,  cancrum  effe  in- 
curabilem,  five  ulceratas,  iiv&  non  ulcera,tus  fit.     Quod  qui- 

dem 
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dem  ut  de  omni  cancro  etiam  partes  externas  obfidente  v^rum 
efti  fic  potior!  jure  de  eo  qui  uterum  occupat  fentiendum  eft, 
ob  continuam  fuperfluitatum  illuviem  quae  ad  earn  partem  de- 
currit. 

Cum  igitur  curatio  integra  fperabilis  non  fit,  ad  aiteram 
quae  palliativa  dicitur,  confugiendum  eft. 

Eaque  eo  dirigenda,  ut  cancri  non  ulcerati  ulceratio  prohi- 
beatur,  &  ne  ulceratus  majus  incrementum  fufcipiat:  Be  m 
utroque  doloris  atrocitas  temperetur. 

Quod  fiet  ad  immaniffimos  dolor-es  placandos,  cogimar  ad 
narcotica  recurrere. 

Ettmull&r. 

Cancer  eft  tumor  plane  fingularis  ac  omnino  fiii  generis*  ' 

Opera  danda  eft  ne  exulceretur  cancer,  poftquam  enim  cutis 
difrupta  fuerit,  certo  certius  hominem  miferrime  interinait. 

Per  acrimoniam  humoris  caufticam,  vafa  nervofa  &  fangua- 
fera  deftruendo  &  erodendo,  unde  ichoris  copiola  effufio  cum 
vitaj  fere  difpendio,  hsemorrhagiae  frequentes  &  profufae  pie- 
rumque  agmen  claudunt  &  mortem  optatam  accelerant. 

Cancer  exulceratus  vix  ac  ne  vix  quidem  curatur« 

Dionis,  Operate  de  Chirurgic  da  Defcentes  &"  Chuies* 

L'extirpation  de  la  matrice  eft,  trop  hazardeufe,  &  ia  crcat 
mortelle. 

II  y  a  dcs  auteurs,  qui  aflurent  d'avoir  vu  <I>es  femnves,  ^ui 
en  ont  gueri. 

M.  Morandj  a  confeille  la  ligature. 

Le  cancer  eft  le  plus  horrible  de  tous  les  maux,  qui  mene 
furement  mais  lentement  au  tombcau. 

II  n'y  a  point  4e  maladie  plus  affligeante  au  malade  :  il  n'y 
a  point  auffi,  qui  fatigue  plus  le  chirurgien  &  qui  lui  donne 
plus  de  peine,  parceque  ce  mal  eft  prefque  toujours  incurable. 

De  tels  maux,  il  n'en  faut  attendre,  que  la  mort. 

La  mere  de  Louis  XIV,  Roi  de  France,  avoit  un  cancer  a 
la  mammelle,  tous  les  chirurgiens  &  medecins  etoient  encou- 
rages d'offrir  des  fecours,  mais  fans  aucun  fucces. 

II 
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ll  donne  le  precis  des  trois  medecins  de  la  Relne,  leurs  ferl- 
timens  &  le  traitement. 

Ces  medecins  etoient  M.  Gendroriy  Alliot^  Helvetius,  chacun 
publia  une  efiay  fur  cette  maladie; 

Barbette. 

A  fphacelus  of  the  womb  is  incurable;  for  what  the  an-' 
cients  relate  concerning  the  extirpation  of  the  womb,  to  wit, 
that  it  may  be  taken  out  without  great  danger,  is  to  be  ree« 
koned  among  their  errors. 

The  extended  tunicas  vaginae  may  be  taken  away, 

Wifeman's  Surgery. 

A  fcirrhous  cancer,  by  ill  handling  or  increafe  of  acrimony, 
frequently  terminates  in  raging  cancers,  and  torments  the  pa- 
tient with  exquifite  darting  pains. 

Of  all  difeafes  which  affli6l  mankind,  the  cancer  is  the  molt 
grievous  and  rebellious,  and  is  generally  incurable,  by  reafon 
of  its  corrofive  and  malign  venom  fermenting  in  the  humors, 
which,  fo  far  as  we  can  yet  find,  yields  neither  to  purging, 
bleeding,  repellents,  difcutients,  fuppuratives,  or  any  other 
medicine  inward  or  outward. 

A  cancerous  breaft,  from  internal  caufes,  fhould  never  be 
cut  off. 

After  having  given  eighteen  cafes  of  operations,  he  finifhes 
his  treatife  with  a  very  fenfible  remark — '*  Thefe  unfuccefsful 
*'  attempts  may  render  us  extreme  cruel  to  thofe  who  feel  not 
*'  the  mifery  thefe  poor  creatures  fufFer  with  cancers  in  their 
"  mouths  j'*  whereof  he  makes  a  mofl  pathetic  and  very  me- 
lancholy defcription,  and  concludes  thus — "  What  I  have 
«*  attempted  of  this  kind  has  been  at  the  earneft  requeft  of  the 
*'  patients  and  their  friends,  and  by  the  authority  of  a  con" 
**  fultation  of  eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons.  That  the 
'<  cure  fucceeded  not  muft  be  imputed  to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
**  difeafe,  and  may  teach  others  how  dangerous  it  is  to  neglefl 
*«  the  confulting  the  experienced  furgeon  while  the  difeafe  is 
**  recent  and  eafy  to  be  eradicated." 
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F.  Hoffman y  Med,  Rat, 

Cancer  exulceratus  cum  tam  facile  perimat,  caufa  eo  po« 
tentior  ad  nocendum  eft,  quo  fubtilioris  indolis  &  majoris 
molis. 

Eft  infanabilis. 

Boerhaave. 
Contulio  quae  in  cute  nullius  momenti  effet,  in  glandula  con- 
glomerata  fcirrhum  peffimum  producere. 

Cancrum  difficillime  curari  in  foemina  melancolica. 

ChefeUen, 

It  is  a  matter  of  difpute  among  fome  furgeons  whether 
cancerous  tumors  fliould  ever  be  extirpated  or  not,  though  it 
is  certain  none  of  thefe  were  ever  cured  without,  and  there 
have  been  many  extirpated. 

After  having  given  an  account  of  an  operation,  he  fays, 
*'  Some  time  after  amputation,  the  wound  looking  fordid,  a 
**  furgeon  fprinkled' the  wound  with  red  precipitate,  which 
*'  put  the  patient  in  a  high  falivation  ;  upon  which  the  breaft 
**  grew  clean  and  healed,  the  patient  recovered,  and,  con- 
*'  trary  to  all  expe6lation,  lived  many  years  in  good  health. 

**  From  this  accident  I  learnt  the  ufefulnefs  of  falivating 
,*'  after  extirpating  cancerous  tumors,  though  nothing  is  more 
"  hurtful  before." 

This  praftice  I  know  to  be  very  hazardous. 

'turner^  in  his  Surgery,  calls  it  the  moft  dreadful  of  all 
difeafes. 

This  difeafe  is  the  moft  deplorable  of  all  others,  and  the 
true  opprobrium  c^irurgorum. 

Being  once  come  to  break  its  coverings,  the  fkin  or  other 
mem.branes  invefting,  it  fooner  difparches  the  miferable  pa- 
tient, not  only  by  its  furious  acrimony  devouring  and  preying 
on  the  flefh  in  fome  places,  whilft  it  fpews  ont  fungi,  like  the 
heads  of  cauliflonver,  in  fome  others,  and  this  with  the  utmoft 
x)utrage  to  the  fpirits ;  but  al fo  from  the  vaft  gleet  and  hsemor- 
M  rhage 
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rhage  when  it  has  eaten  through  the  coats  of  the  velTels,  an4 
having  nearly  exhaufted  the  purple  ftream,  in  the  midft  of  dif- 
mal  groans,  excruciating  pains,  intolerable  ftench,  and  putre- 
faftion,  the  miferable  creature  findi  releafe  by  death,  whick 
had  been  a  long  time  wifhed  for. 

The  bell  prognostic  that  can  be  made  will  be  but  very  un- 
certain. 

When  the  cancer  is  ulcerated,  it  is  ftill  worfe  than  while  it 
remains  with  the  ikin  yet  whole  and  found  j  worfe  alfo  in  the 
mouth  or  throat,  where  the  poor  patient  is  often  famifhed  or 
ftarved  to  death,  than  In  fome  other  parts  j  worfe  where  great 
quantities  of  the  blood  is  daily  expended,  than  where  no  fuch 
effufion  has  yet  happened  ;  though  wherever  it  appears,  and 
however  complicate,  we  find  it  fufficient,  fooner  or  later,  ac« 
cording  to  age,  habit,  and  way  of  management,  to  deftroy  the 
affliaed. 

We  fliould  now  haften  to  the  cure,  if  we  knew  of  any  the 
difeafe  would  admit. 

We  defy  all  cancer  quacks  to  give  one  inftance  of  a  fixed  or 
true  ulcerated  cancer  that  was  ever  cured  by  their  manage^ 
ment. 

That  all  art  (when  it  is  arrived  to  any  height)  caa  do  littl* 
morethan  palliate. 

As  for  local  medicaments,  or  external  applications,  where 
the  cancer  is  not  ulcerated,  I  have  obferved  thofe  people  ge- 
nerally fare  beft  who  meddle  vjith  none  at  all-j  a  fimple  Lnof- 
fenfive  plafter  in  other  cafes,  by  conftipating  the  pores,  here 
only  increafe  the  heat  and  promote  farther  difturbance. 

A  crazy  elderly  woman,  incommoded  with  aprolapfus  uteri, 
under  a  fit  of  melancholy,  drew  down  the  prolapfed  body  and 
with  the  hufband's  razor  fhe  excifed  all  uitfiin  her  reach. 
He  hopes  her  cure  may  be  accoinpliflied. 

Dr.  7'urner  cnlled  thi?  cz^c  tarrt  cervlcis  ahfrJJio, 
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NenteVf  Fundam*  Medicin^u 

Prognofis. 

1.  Cancros  occultos  melius  eft  non  curare,  curati  enim 
citius  intereunt,  non  curati  per  longius  tempus  perdurant. 
Hipp,  aphor.  1.  vi.  §.  38.  exceptioni  tamen  locus  adhuc  eft. 

2.  In  prime  ftatim  principio  facilius  curantur,  quam  ft  per 
aliquod  tempus  perftitere,  ubi  rariffime  curari  folent. 

3.  Cancros  exulceratos  non  nifi  per  feflionem,  aut  uftion^m 
curare  novit  medicina  vulgaris. 

4.  Dantur  tamen  felefta  &  appropriata  remedia,  quibus 
abfque  auxilio  chirurgico  uterque  cancer  tolii  poteft,  ficati 
nuper  demum  cancrum  labiorum  exulccratum  in  viro  &  mam- 
marum  in  foemina  fexagenaria  fub  noftra  medicatione  feliciter 
curatum  gaudemus  adhuc  dum. 

5.  Non  radicitus  extirpatus  faciliime  repullulat, 

6.  Contingit  aliquando,  etiamfi  mamma  affefta  c^ncro  ra- 
dicitus extirpetur,  altera  eodem  malo  afficiatur,  imprimis  fi  a 
caufa  interna  originem  fuam  ducat. 

7.  Cancri,  ft  fubjefta  ad  eofdem  recipiendos  invenlunt,  in- 
terdum  funt  contagiofi. 

8.  Quo  mitius  traflantur,  co  longius  perdurant  &  minus 
torquent  segros. 

9.  Quo  acriora  remedia  applicantur  eo  magis  putredo  &  do- 
lores  augeft;unt, 

!•.  Etiamfi  exquifitiffima  remedia  praefto  ftnt,  mora  taraea 
©pus,  donee  malum  extirpari  poffit, 
zi.   Salivatio  parum  aut  nihil. 

Remedia  laudat ; 
5c •  Emetic,  fine  pari  Korthohi,  interne. 
5;.    Corroftvum   liquidum    Korthohi,    ejufque  balfamuns 
Tulnerarium. 

Heifler^  Chirurg.  677.  de  oris  ^  lahioTum  Car cinomate. 

Ulcus  cancrofum,  vel  depafcens  foetidum  in  labiis  fsepe  ori* 
tsrftne  tumorcprsevio  :  undeacriseadcmque  pcffimi  odoris  fi" 

M  %  nies 
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aies  profluit,  quae  non  modo  labium,  fed  univerfam  quoque 
faciem  miferum  in  modum  erodit  Sc  plerumque  labio  inferiori 
infidet. 

Nafcitur  miferabile  hoc  vitium  nafci  folet  a  peculiari  qua- 
darn  fanguinis  acrimonia,  quae  in  fpongiofis  illis  ac  glandulofis 
partibus  hscret  atque  infpifTatur. 

Oriuntur  a  morfu,  i6tu,  pun6lura  lapfu,  contufione,  fif- 
fura  a  gelido  aere,   Hiberno  tempore,  dente  acute  odontalgia. 

Medicamenta  in  peffimis  his  vitiis,  parum  &  plerumque  ni- 
hil proficiunt. 

Ad  proximas  partes  malum  ferpit  denudat  maxillas,  erodi^ 
collum  &  pe6lus  mifere  tandem  ftrangulat  hominem, 

Heijleri  Comp.  PraSiic.   cap,  xii.  §.27.   263. 

Ad  obftru^tiones  ab  humoribus  vifcidis  merito  referuntur 
glandularum  tumores,  fcirrhi  &  tandem  carcinomata  five  can- 
crofi  affeclusj  qui  omnes  ab  obflruftione  vaforum  &  praefertim 
in  glandulis  ab  humoribus  craffis  vifcidis,  tanquam  caufa  pro- 
pinqua  fuam  originem  ducunt ;  quibus  vero  in  ca^tcrojis  affec- 
Ubus  peculiarh  cf  quaji  venenata  acrhnonia  rodens  cujus  na- 
tura  haftenus  perfpici  &  curari  nondum  potuit  accedit,  qua 
Dolores  rodentes  faepe  vehementiffimi  &  partium  Icefarum  ac 
vicinarum  erofiones  five  ulcera  concitantur. 

Scirrhi  medicamentis  rare  ac  difHculter  digeruntur  St  cu- 
rantur. 

Cancrl  vero  vix  unquam  &  rariifirae, 

Ubi  in  tempore  partes  vitiatse  exciduntur,  allqua  falutis  Tpes 
fupertffe  videtur  :  prsefertini  fi  medicamentis  fimul  convenien- 
tibus  farguis  corruptus  expurgatur  ac  emendatur  :  id  quod  ta- 
men  quam  difiicillime  obtinetur. 

Hmcfit  ut  vitium  priftinum  frequentiffime,  imo  fere  Temper 
redeat. 

Simulatque  jam  medicamenta  reprimentia  aut  digerentia  in- 
jiciuntur,  quam  celerrime  malum  iricrefcit,  ufque  adeo,  ut  ne 
vel  integer  quidem  annus,  qui  fine  medicina  fuit,  tantum  do* 

loris 
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loris  ac  tumoris  incrementum  adduxerit,  quantum  poftadhibitA 
medicamenta  unicus  menfis  progignit. 

Malum  eftpeffimum. 

In  prognofi  ita  habet. 

Anna  Avjlriaca,  Ludovici  XIV.  GalHarum  regis  mater, 
carcinoma  in  mamma  contraxerat,  omnes  chirurgi  excitati  fue- 
runt,  ut  medicamentis  earn  fanarent  j  nihil  tamen  ^uidquam 
conamina  ifla  omnia  profecerunt. 

Nullum  adhuc  dum  ad  inventum  eft  medicamentum,  a  qu© 
certam  falutis  fpem  petere  liceat. 

Cancri  occulti  fatis  diu  fine  graviori  molellia  a  robuftis  & 
temperanter  viventibus  fuftineri  pofTunt. 

Si  irritantur  illico  peflima  mala  fuperveniunt. 

Hoc  malum  vix  ac  ne  vix  quidem  curationem  recipere  con* 
.firmant  Hippocrates ,  Celjui,  Fabrkius  Hildanust  alii  que  nobi- 
liffimi  medici. 

Prolapfus  tunics  vaginae,  pro  vera  uteri  procidentia  falfa 
Jiabita,  non  nifi  poll  mortem  Veritas  inventa. 

Permittit  fcarincationem  in  procidentia  uteri,  ligaturam  fu- 
neftam  fuiffe  dicit. 

Non  uterum  modo  prolapfum  fine  vita  periculo  excifum 
quandoque  efie,  teftibus  Carpo  &  Parseo,  1.  xxiii.   cap.  41. 

.  Sed  ipfas  quoque  mulieres  iftas  utero  licet  deftitutas  &  con- 
cipere,  '&  in  lucem  edere  foetum  aliquem  potuilTe,  aliqui 
dixerunt. 

De  utero  ablato  negat  Heifterus,  concedit  vera  de  vao^int 
prolapfa  ac  ablata. 

Morgagni  de  Sedibus  v£f  Cauf.s  Morborum  iii.   44, 

y.  B,  Coriefius  fcite  dixit : 

Non  fequi   Temper,  quod  morbus   cognitus  illico   curetur, 

idque  praecipue  ratione  malignitatis  fuae,  cancri  potiffimum  cx- 

cmplo  ufus,  qui  quamvis  ab  omnibus  cognofcatur,  nihilo  mi- 

V       BUS  raro  curatur,  &  fane  dicit  ipfe  Morgagni,  vix  nonnun* 

quam  accidit,  ut  felix  undique  ea  curatio  fit, 

Uterue 
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Uterus  an  faltem  nonnunquam,  falva,  &  quomodo  mullcrtj 
cxcifus  fit,  pag.  484,  conceditur,  excmpio  a  Sandenio  ad- 
dufto,  in  Difl". 

Qui  affirinant  funt  G.  V/.  Wedelius,  in  DifT.  de  procidentia 
\iteri. 

Sle'uogtiuSi  in  DilT.  Sandenii  de  prolapfu  uteri,  quae  mulier 
feliciter  fuit  reftituta  Jense.  Abr.  Feterusy  DilT.  de  Sarcom. 
c  pudendo  muliebri. 

Molinettus^  in  DilT.  an.  Path.  **  Dc  tutifiimam  fempcr  cfTe 
^*  cxpertam  &  adhibuifle  pluries,  dicit  uteri  amputandi  ratio*. 
**  nem  in  vetulis  prsefertim.'* 

Ad  haec  verba  bene  monet  Morgagnus,  fufpicionem  erroris 
augere  videtur  perpetua  ilia  curationis  felicitas. 

De  Uteri  Sedione,  vid.  Sclienck,  obf.  1.  iv,  fol.  712. 

De  Procidentia  &  ex  Se£lione  non  lethali  E.  N.  Cur. 
Vol.1,  obf.  So.  pag.  152. 

Uteri  prolapfus  verus  ac  inverfio  negari  non  poteft.  Com. 
litt.  Nor.  173  I.  p.  312. 

AnU  S'torckj  Archiater  Viennenfis  A'  1757,  experiment^ 
fecit  cum  cicuta  "oulgari  ad  fcirrhofos  &  cancrofos  afFe6Vus,  in 
libello  fuo  de  cicuta  plufquam  viginti  cafus  felices  adducit,  & 
in  capite  iii.  103.  haec  corollaria  facit. 

1.  Ex  fucco  cicutffi  lento  igne  infpiffato  parari  remedium 
maxime  innocuum,  quod  in  omni  temperamento,  setate  fexu, 
&c.  ad  fatis  magnam  dofim  poteft  exhiberi. 

2.  Hoc  remedium  nuUam  corporis  a£lionem,  fecreuoneiii 
aut  excretionem  turbat. 

3.  Agit  modo  infenfibili  nee  alvum,  nee  vomitum,  nee 
urinam,  nee  fudorera  movet. 

4.  Indurata  &  fcirrhofa  in  iis  etiam  cafibus  refolvit,  ubi  alia 
remedia  maxime  penetrantia  nihil  efficiunt.  Eft  igitur  reme-* 
dium  maxime  refolvens. 

5.  Quas  non  refolvit,  ea  plerumque  ad  benigram  fuppura- 
tionem  redigit. 

i.  Cancro  ponit  limlteie 

7.   Acr€ 
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f.  Acre  cancrofum  cmendat  fcetorem  difpellk* 
S.  Ichorem  cancrofum  in  bonum  pus  convertit, 

9.  Sedat  dolores* 

10.  Cancrum  curat. 

X  I.  Ukera  alia  infanabilla  fanat. 

12.  FiiluIaS;  iinus,  ad  omnia  alia  remedia  rebelles  claudlt 
confolidat. 

13.  Tumores  cedematofos  ufu  externo  diffipat. 

14.  Vifum,  catara6\a  nondum  inveterata,  deratum  quan« 
deque  reftituit. 

15.  Incipientes  catara£las  aut-folvit  aut  earum  progreflum 
faltem  impedit. 

16.  Phthificis  non  obeffe,  nee  fputa  impedire,  fed  ea  po- 
tius  promovere. 

Ant.Storck,  in  fecundo  Libello  de  Cicuta>  176 1,  edito  con* 
firmat  priora,  ac  in  dedicatione  ad  Imperatricem  ait : 

Nunc  pofle  diriffimos  morbos  fola  cicuta  levari,  curari. 

Multi  nunc  fervantur  aegri  qui  fine  hoc  remedio  interif" 
fent. 

Quo  faepius  cicutam  aegris  exhibeo,  eo  majorem  Temper  in 
feac  planta  virtutem  &  efficaciam  admiror. 

In  capite  fecundo  hujus  libelli  defcribit  37  cafus  aegrorum 
^uos  cicuta  fanavit  ex  fua  propria  experientia  quorum  9  fcirrni^ 
3  cancri,  3  ulcera,  4  arthrit.  fcrophulae,  i  fpin.  ventofa,  i 
eiephantiafis,  3  fiuor  albus,  2  tumores  hypoc.  2  rachitis,  x 
fcabies,  i  tinea,  i  eardialg.  2  tumores  lymphat.  2  cataraftae^ 
s  lues  venerea. 

Gicuta  iSz  in  cephalgiis.  Sterilitas,  phthifis  fcrophularls, 
hydrops,  &c.  ulcera  foediffima,  finus  &  fiftulas  maxime  per- 
cinaces  fola  cicuta  plerumque  feliciter  debellavi,  fanavi. 

Obtigerunt  tamen  &  mihi  cafus  in  quibus  cicuta  non  pro- 
fuit,  ufu  quamvis  longo  &  larga  dofi  adhibita. 

Ab  aliis  medicis  fuppeditata  funt :  ex  litteris  &  teftimoniis 

19  prafticorum. 

Scrophubfos,  ftrumofofque  fere  innumeros  fola  cicuta  cu- 

ravi. 

In 
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tn  annofa  arthrltide,  invetcrato  rheumatifnio,  lue  venerea, 
furditate  melancolia  triftiffima,  ferpigine  finubus  &  fiftulis 
peitinacibus  fpina  veatofa  261  epilepfia. 

Circa  uteri  ulcera  cancrofa  quatuor  habui  foeminas,  quas 
cicuta  optime  fanavit,  plures  alias  habult  verum  eas  nequa- 
quam  reflituit. 

Cicuta  cancrum  curat,  id  multiplici  experientia  conviftus 
ridi,  nee  tamen  affero  omne  inde  cancrum  curari. 

Iterum  dat  22  cafus  felices  ubi  cicutae  profuit  :  i  in  ftran- 
guria,  I  ferpegine,  2  fcirrho,  2  vomit,  contin.  i  ulcus,  ftru- 
marum  eft  remedium,  1  noli  me  tangere,  i  tumor  in  inguine, 
3  fpina  ventofa,  i  glandulze  fcirrhofae  in  coUo,  1  pruritus,  t 
hypochondria  tenfa,  1  rachitis,  i  uteri  haemorrhagia,  i  ca- 
chexia,  3  cancri,    1  fluor  albus,   1  gonorrhoea,    i  cardialgia. 

Dedit  cicutam  ad  jiv.  in  una  dofi. 

Cicuta  fundit  fcirrhos  etiam  antiques,  40  cancrum  curat  aut 
emendat  ejus  acrimoniam,  pufque  bonum  inducit  fopit  do- 
lores. 

Storck,  in  lib.  de  Stramonio,  p.  3,  Cicuta  diffipari  ait,  ve- 
ros  invetejratofque  fcirrhos  &  cancros  exulceratos. 

M.  Galaker  well  obfervesj  that  it  is  furprifing  how  fuch  a 
colie61ion  of  cures  fliould  come  from  a  phyfician  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  when  fa£ls  do  not  confirm  thofe  accounts  j  the  expe- 
rience of  others  is  quite  contrary  to  thofe  aflertions.  In  this 
kingdom  it  does  not  appear  to  have  produced  any  remarkable 
advantage  in  any  one  difeafe  :  the  extrafi:  was  fent  for  from 
Dr.  Storck  himfelf,  but  in  the  ufe  differed  in  nothing  from 
the  Englifh  extract. 

/  kaa)e  knoivn  hemlock  fail  in  Jome  thoufands  of  injianccsy  a7id 
ha've  ne'ver  feen  it  cure  a  confirmed  cancer  j  nor  could  I  receive 
certain  information^  "when  at  Viennay  that  any  ferfon  "was  aC" 
fually  cured  of  the  cancer  by  that  noxious  drug. 

A.  De  Haen^  in  Epiftola  de  Cicuta,  ad  01.  I'ralles^  »765. 
Accepit  pilulas  a  CI.  Van  Swieten.      Ejus  infelicitas  fuit, 
nt  Quibus  cicutam  fpatio  anni  dimidii,  anni  integri  &  fefqui 

alterius 
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aitcrius  deJerat,  eorundem  nuHi  fanefcerent,  plures  in  dcte- 
riora  laberer.rur,   unus  perlret  akerque. 

Experimenta  auxit  ad  numerum  120;  cum  tandem  o6to 
foemincne  periilTent,  ceterorumque  &  nemo  curaietur  &  multi 
periorarentur  j  quumque  ex  Bohemia,  Germanla^  Gallia,  An- 
glia,  Belgio  Italia,  fimilia  infortunia  aut  litteris  perciperem, 
aut  differtationibus  intelligeiem  impreffis,  ab  experimentls 
novis  defiftendum  efle  arbitrates  fum  ;  cicutam  &  inertera  elTe 
&  noxiam  a  praegreffis  convitlus. 

Unde  feptuaginta  experimenta  Breflavise  fa£la,  ex  iilis  36 
qui  fcirrho  aut  cancro  laborarunt,  30  periere  miferrime  & 
fex  incurabiies  manferunt,  neminem  curatum  fuiffc. 

Storck  affirmat  faepe  facpius.  Cicuta  Vienna^  multiplicl  ex- 
perientia  feirrhos  veros,  antiqUos,  inveteratos,  pertinaciffimos 
fefolvit,  ciirat  cancros  ingentes,  exulceratos  fenat. 

Cicuta  Viennenfis  fola  miranda  patrat,  indigena  aliarum 
regionum  curare  nullos  poteft. 

De  doll  notandum  a  granis  ij.  de  die  ad  240  gr.  afcendit 
Storck  ipfe. 

in  nofocomio  quodam  integra  libra  extra6li,  longo  tempore 
fuit  propinata  abfque  vel  rninima  niutatione  ia  fomno  vel  ex- 
cretionibus,   ubinam  virtus. 

Hoc  remedium  nullana  corporis  aftionem,  fecretionem  aut 
excretionem  turbat,  agit  modo  infenjibili  nee  alvum,  nee  vo- 
rait^m,  nee  fudorem  movet. 

R,  A.  Vogel,  de  Cognofcendis  cs'  Curandis  Mortis,  ii.   318. 

Cancer  peffimum  tumoris  vel  ulceris  genus  eft,  quod  non. 
rtiodo  aegrurai  diu  atque  miferabiliter  affligit,  fed  &  medicum 
ac  chirurgum  maxiraopere  exercet,  dum  omnium  pene  reme- 
diorum  vim  pertinaciter  eludit. 

Verum  tarde  admodum  fieri  fcirrhi  tranfitum  in  caucrum 
nofcendura :  itemque  affiduos  fere  ac  faeviffimos  dolores  a 
earcinomate  aperto  generari. 

Omnis  cancer  manifeftus  h.  e.  exulceratus  aegrum  lente 
N  opprimit 
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«?ppnmlt  &  confumit,  inter  fieviflimos  ciuciatus,  heflicamtj^ua 
febrcm. 

Per  difficilis  non  folum  eft  carcinomatis,  tarn  occulti,  quam 
multo  magis  exulcerati  curatio  :  fed  &  perpauca  adhuc  funt 
reperta  medicamenta,  quae  duriflimum  malum  fuperent. 

Cicuta  lugubres  in  corpore  effe^iius  edidit. 

belladonna  potentior  in  fcirrhofum  curatione,  fed  fuis  pre- 
ijiitur  etiam  noxiis,  laudat  aquam  calcis  vivs  &  mercurium 
fublimatum  corrofivum.  Quem  cancrum  hsec  non  cuiant  alia 
certe  non  curatura  funt. 

Cancer  fungofus  nullam  fere  curationem  per  remedia  ad- 
mittito      ' 

De  Haen,  in  Epiji.  de  Cicuta^  p.  31;  Belladonna  ex  cla- 
rorum  virorum  confilio  a  medata  cancrofis,  eumdem  eifeclum 
edidit,  foeminarum  cum  interitu  vide  De  Haenii  experimenta, 
|lat.  Med.  Tom.  II.  p. 45,  46. 

F.  BorJJier  de  Sawvages^  Nofol.  meth.  ii,   547. 

Principium  prcegumenon  carcinomatis  vulgo  cenfetur  virus 
proprium,  cujus  agendi  modus  ex  nuUis  principiis  mechanicis 
intelligitur  adeoque  theoria  hujus  morbi  eft  obfcuriffima,  & 
medela  ex  antidotis  non  vero  remediis  rationalibus  expec- 
t'anda.  ' 

Carcinoma  vulgare  5  vulgo  pro  chronico  &  infanabili  ha- 
betur. 

ExtraHum  cicutce  apud  Monfpelienfes  frujira  fuit  ufur- 
patum, 

Lleutaud,  Prax,  i.   534. 

Tametfi  cancrum  mammarum  plane  indomabilem  effe  ex- 
perientia  conftat  :  nonnuila  tamen  experiri  licet  pr^efidia. 
De  cicutae  viribus  fub  noftro  ccelo  nondum  ccnftat. 

C.  G,  Ludwig,  Inft.  Chirurg.  65.  68, 

Peffima  eft  fanies  cancrofa,  qua  corruptionis  fphacelofae 
•^/chementiam  longe  fuperat. 

partes  vicinal  irritat   h  inncitj  vafa   lymphatica    ftringit,  } 

humor  em 
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liumorem  contentum  inguinat,  fed  cum  toto  corpore  coinmii" 
iiicatur  &  labem  univerfalem  inducit. 

Ulcera  cancrofa  nonnunquam  contagiofa  fieri  polTunt. 

Scirrhus  benignus  ufque  ad  fummam  aetatem  quiefcerc 
potell. 

Mr.  G^  performed,  fince  1755*  his  cures  by  a  medicine 
known  by  the  name  of  M.  Plunket's  poultice:  he  makes  a 
fecret  of  his  manner  of  dreffing. 

The  induration  of  a  fcirrhus  is  fo  exceffively  great  as  to 
render  it  incurable  by  refolution. 

Whatever  incites  the  motion  of  the  humors  and  quickens 
the  circulation,  as  paffions  of  the  mind,  errors  in  diet,  mo- 
tions of  the  body,  bruifes,  falls,  fevers,  &c,,  may  change  a 
benign  fcirrhus  into  a  deplorable  cancer. 

We  Hiould  be  induced  early  to  attempt  the  cure  of  a  fcir- 
rhus, though  it  be  not  troublefome,  for  fear  of  what  may 
happen. 

Scirrhufes  that  cannot  be  dlfperfed,  there  is  no  other  way 
left  to  free  the  patients  from  their  complaints  but  the  knife  or 
my  (Mr.  Guy's)  method. 

He  recommends  no  internal  medicines,  as  net  belonging  to 
his  branch  of  bufinefs. 

External  applications  of  the  beft  authors,  &c. 

It  is  evident  that  the  cure  of  a  fcirrhus  is  one  of  the  moft 
difficult  things  in  the  whole  art  of  furgery,  becaufe  the  of' 
fending  morbid  matter  of  this  difeafe  lies,  as  it  w^ere,  out  of 
the  bounds  of  circulation,  whence  it  cannot  receive  the  pro- 
per effefts  of  the  remedies  made  ufe  of. 

From  the  general  confequences  of  leaving  fcirrhufes  to 
nature,  it  will  be  found  that  in  twenty  cafes  eighteen  will  turn 
out  cancers  fooner  or  later. 

Belladonna,  given  without  any  good  fuccefs,  is  no  fpecific 
in  cancerous  cafes. 

In  two  years  time,  in  more  than  a  hundred  fcirrhous  and 

cancerous  cafes,  he  cured  them  without  failing  m  ten  initanceso 

K;6  ill 


He  pretends  that  his  medicaments  draw  out  the  very  roots  of 
the  cancers. 

Mr.  Iho.  Gntaker,  in  1757?  publlfhed  his  Treatife  on  So- 
lanum,  in  the  EfTays  on  Medical  Subje6ts. 

The  folanum  belladonna  nightfhade  may  be  always  tried 
uith  perfe6l  fafety. 

In  feme  obftinate  and  very  painful  fores,  attended  with  a 
thin  acrimonious  difcharge,  it  is  capable  of  giving  relief  in  a 
Uioft  extraordinary  manner. 

Concerning  the  hemlock,  he  fays,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for 
extraordi-nary  virtues  from  this  plant,  particularly  in  cance- 
rous cafes  i  n&r  can  the  inefficacy  of  it  in  that  refped  be  too 
fidly  knoiun,  in  order  that  the  ufual  methods  of  palliating  or  re^- 
lic'ving  thefe  complaints  may  be  omitted. 

Againft  Mr.  Gtiy's  Cures  of  Cancers. 

There  are  no  roots  in  the  cancer  exifting  but  in  imagination. 

The  extirpating  or  curing  cancers,  with  applications  that 
draw  out  the  cancer^ s  rootSy  was  one  of  the  chief  pretences  c£ 
Mr.  Plunket,  an  Irifh  empiric,  who  was  the  firft  that  brought 
this  method  of  praftice  to  be  taken  much  notice  of  in  Eng- 
land.     He  underftood  nothing  of  furgery 

Mr.  Guy  purchafed  the  fecret  of  Plunket's  poultice. 

As  to  the  pretended  merit  of  the  medicine  in  performing  its 
operation  without  lofs  of  bloed,  it  is  the  nature  of  all  cauftics 
CO  aft  in  that  fame  m.anner. 

The  pains  in  Mr.  Guy's  pioceedings  are  not  only  as  fevere 
as  almc.i>,  any  pain  that  can  be  fufiered  by  tbe  knife,  but  worfe 
by  the  tedious  duration  of  it. 

From  his  cafes  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  certain  or  fatisfac- 
tory  judgment. 

Obferyations  on  tke  Solanum  Belladonna  Nightjnade. 
There  are  three  forts  —  the   common  or  garden    and  the 
deadly  nightfiiade,  and  the  bitter,  fweet,  or  woody  nightlhade. 

Mi*. 
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Mr.  Guy  tried  the  garden  nightlhade  in  two  cancerous 
cafes,  foul  and  painful  ulcers,  obftinate  pains  in  particular 
parts  of  the  body,  fcorbutlc  eruptions,  and  oth.er  (comipori 
diforders. 

The  quantity  of  oije  grain  in  weight  of  the  leaf  infufed  in. 
an  ounce  of  boiling  water,  and  the  liquor  afterwards  flrainec?> 
and  taken  at  bedtime,  would  fometimes  ha've  a  confiderable 
eflfe6l;  but  that  two  or  three  grains  feldom  failed  either  to 
vomit,  fweat,  or  purge  the  patient  moderately,  or  to  incr^SL{4' 
the  quantity  of  Urine. 

The  moft  common  efre£ts  that  I  have  obferved  to  iflTue  upoii 
taking  this  medicine  were,  a  heat  or  warmth  diffufed  in  a  fevy 
hours  over  the  body,  a  plentiful  fweat  fucceeded  this  heat, 
and  fometimes  a  gentle  purging  the  next  day.  I?  a  fweat  did. 
not  break  out,  an  extraordinary  difcharge  of  urine  was  gene- 
rally the  confequence,  and  fometimes  followed  likewifc  by  ^ 
purging. 

One  or  more  of  the  natural  evacuations  were  almoft  ahvays 
increafed. 

The  dcfe  increafed  to  twelve  grains. 

The  frelh  leaves  of  the  deadly  nightlhade,  bruifed  and  ap« 
plied  to  the  breafl,  have  b«en  found  very  efficacious  in  cance- 
rous tumors.     Vid.  IVilloughby  apud  Raj.  Hill,  plant.  680. 

Is  recommended  in   dyfenteries    by  Linnaeus,    Mat.  Med. 

'Junker,  in  Confp.  Chirurg.  p.  314,  fpeaks  of  two  cafes 
of  cancers  cured  by  it. 

Dr.  Lambergen,  in  an  oration  at  Groningen,  1754,  gave 
an  account  of  a  cancer  in  a  woman's  breafl:  that  had  been  radi- 
cally cured  by  an  infulion  of  the  deadly  nightfliade, 

Mr.  Gataker  fays,  he  is  far  from  being  convinced  that  the 
infulion  of  nightlhade  will  cure  a  confirmed  cancer,  though  it 
is  probable  that  great  advantages  will  be  found  from  it  in  fome 
cafes  that  feem  approaching  to  a  cancerous  Hate. 

1  h^ve  the  fatisfa^^ion  to  think  that  fuccefs  attends  the  ufe 
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t>t  it  in  feme  diforders  ;  and  that,  in  cafes  where  it  fails  to 
cure,  it  will  fometimes  at  leaft  afford  great  eafe  and  relief. 

It  has  not  been  fubjeft,  as  far  as  my  pra£lice  has  extended, 
f'6  produce  any  lafting  ill  confequence. 

Mr.  Gataker^  in  the  Supplement,  fays,  "  I  am  now  per- 
fuaded  that  there  is  very  little  reafon  to  believe  it  has  any  fpe- 
eific  power  for  the  cure  of  any  particular  difeafe  that  has  not 
any  fuch  peculiar  and  unaccountable  power  as  is  found  to  be 
in  the  bark  for  the  cure  of  an  ague,  or  in  mercury  for  the  cure 
of  the  venereal  difeafe  j  but  as  it  is  a  great  promoter  of  moil 
of  the  natural  difcharges  of  the  body,  it  has  a  power  of  pro- 
curing lleep  and  eafing  pains. 

The  nightfhade,  in  a  paralytic  cafe,  feemcd  to  be  very  fer- 
ticeable. 

in  feveral  dropfical  cafes  the  nightfliade  had  good  efFeft. 

Heifieri  C.omp.  Mcdicince^   prafticae  269. 
Alii  fuccum  belladonnae,  alii  folia  &  deco6i;um  ejus  &  ex- 
terne  &  interne  magnifaciunt ;   verum  line  fru6lu  hasc  adhibita 
faiffe  hovi. 

Remede  epfouve  pour  guerir  radicalement  le  Cancer  occulte 
&  manifefte  ou  ulcere,  Stc.  par  Meffire  G.  R.  le  Febure  de  St- 
lid***. 

The  author  examined,  by  chemical  experiments,  the  ichor 
that  flowed  from  an  open  cancer  of  two  patients,  which  Ihewed 
different  effefls. 

His  remedy  for  the  cancer  is  arfctnic  taken  inwardly. 

Jdcobi  ufed  it  in  all  fevers^  principally  in  intermittents. 

Phcairriy  Zacutus  Litfitanus,  &c,,  have  employed  it  ia 
dyfenteries- 

Fallopius,  Penot,  Iheohric^  ValefcuSi  and  others,  made  ufe 
of  it  as  topical  applications  in  cancerous  ulcers  ;  yet  they  only 
employed  it  as  a  cauftic,  and  frequently  mixed  it  with  corro* 
Sve  fubiimate. 

ibiffert.  Academique  fur  le  Cancer,  Vvhich  obtained  the  dou- 
ble 


ble  premium  propofed  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  T.yoi\| 
in  1773.  By  Ber.  Peyril/ie,  M.  D.  Royal  ProfeiTor  in  th^ 
College  of  Surgery  at  Paris. 

It  is  in  this  differtation  that  the  firft  account  is  given  of  th^ 
application  of  fixed  air  to  the  cancer  as  a  method  of  cur&, 
whofe  laiutary  effects  have  been  fmce  afcertaincd  in  England 
and  France  by  feveral  experiments. 

Dr.  Guihiie,  of  Peterlburgh,  has  not  ob(er\-ed  an)  fenfible 
benefit  produced  by  the  fixed  air  in  cancerous  cafes;  but  ift 
old,  fpreading,  ill  conditioned  ulcers  it  has,  in  many  ia^ 
Hances,  relieved  the  pain,  brought  on  a  more  favorable  di-. 
geftion,  and  much  improved  the  appearance  of  the  ulcers  ^ 
and  in  fbme  iOias  effcdled  a  complete  cure. 

J.  0.  '^iiJiamo7id,  Account  of  the  Methods  purfued  in  th^Q 
Treatment  of  cancerous  and  icirrhous  Diforders,  and  other 
Indurations. 

1.  I^.  A  martial  tincture  with  fal  ammoniac  ufed  as  a  wa^ 
round  the  ulcer. 

2,  A  hemlock  bath. 

-  3.   A  preparation  of  arfenic  ufed. as  a  cauftic. 

Againft  Mr.  Gataker,  in  1757,  rofe  Mr.  Bromfield.,  Surr. 
geon  to  St.  George's  Hofpital,  whofe  experiments  widely 
differ  from  the  former. 

According  to  Mr.  Bromfield,  the  fymptoms  were  not  only- 
not  relieved,  but  new  ones  were  often  brought  on,  and  the 
patients  health  rather  injured  than  benefited. 

In  feveral  cafes  of  inflammation,  ulcers,  &c.,  where  this 
medicine  had  been  given,  it  often  occafioned  pams  in  the  fores, 
naufea,  complaints  of  the  head,  temporary  lofs  of  fight,  delir 
rium,  violent  vomitings,  gripings,  and  purgings,  and  even 
death  itfelf  to  one  perfon  under  his  own  infpeftion,  thougl;i 
the  dofe  of  the  garden  nightlhade  did  not  exceed  one  grain  at 
a  time. 

It  feems  the  one  author  had  written  prejudiced  in  favor  of' 
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the  medicine,  and  the  other  leeras  to  have  had  his  prejudices 
againft  it. 

There  are  incontelUble  proofs  of  its  deleterious  qualities. 

IValtheri  Sjlva  Medicuy  de  Cancro. 

Joh.  Agrkola :  Pulvis  arfeniqi  cpmpof.  ad  cancrum  egrc« 
gius. 

Gabr.  Fallopius :  Arfenicum  cryftall.  fublimatum ;  expe- 
tientja  fsepius  probatum. 

Qr^g.  Horjlius  .•   Arfenicum  cum  mere,  fubiimato. 

O.  Maroldus  :  fj/.  Mercurii  fublimati  Jiv.  Cum  fiicco  apii, 
^.  uhg» 

Clandorp.  19.  Gq%oJ>hjl.  in  cauflicura  lanfranci  ingrgditur 
arfenicum. 

Pecdjiety  ParaCelfus  etiam  ufi  funt, 

P  later  us  y  Prax.  Med.  ii.  744.  habet  caufticurn  arfeniei  ^ 
fublimati. 

Pulvis  I^.   Arfenici  cryflal.  31]. 
Rad.  aronis  ^j.  F.  pulvis. 

Alius  ex  puivere   [y.   Mercurii  fublimafci  3}, 

Aq.  rofaro 

-^ —  folani  a  Jiv,  pariim  coquei 

R: .   Arfenici  albi  fubtiliirime  pulverati. 

Part  I.  Rad.  ari  pt.  iv.  fuliginis  parum  ut  horum  trium 
miftione,  pulvis  modice  cinereus  vulgo  grifeus  fiat. 

Hie  pulvis  ad  craffitiem  dorfi  cultri  ulceri  cancrofo  infper* 
gitur,  cavendo  ne  bonam  carnem  tangat,  plurefque  addit  can- 
telas,  intra  18  dies  efchara  feparatur  a  fana  csrne. 

Wife  man' ^Ch\r,  Treatifcj    105. 

Guldo  has  commended  arfenic  powdered  and  fprinkled  daily 
upon  the  cancers. 

k'rvcriusy  in  his  Obfervations,  tells  of  a  cancer  that  was  ex- 
tirpated by  the  following  }^:.  Aq.  fort.?].  Sublimati  crudi 
|viij.   Salis  armeniaci  Jii.  Arfenici  3J.   diftilled  ad  ficcitatem  ; 
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then  the  caput  mortuum  powdered,  the  fame  weight  of  vi- 
negar put  to  it,  and  diftilled  again  to  the  confiftence  of  a  foft 
pafte  for  ufe. 

Oleum  arfenici,  aq.  regia,  ol.  vitrioli,  lap.  cauftic.  &c., 
have  JDeen  propofed. 

IValdfchimd,   456. 

I'imceus  omnia  habet  rcmedia  ad  cancrum. 

Barbette  commendat  quintani  elTentiam  arfenici,  fed  quls 
eum  imitetur. 

I^.  Rad.  ferpentar.  exiiccata  redigatur  in  pulverem,  quan- 
tum lubet,  adde  arfenici  cryflallini  partem  tcrtiam,  fuliginis 
camiqi  parum,  mifceantur  optime.  Carcinoma  infpergatur 
pulvere  di6lo,  &  fiat  efchara,  quae  decidet  circa  diem  duode- 
cimam  per  fe,  tunc  adhibe  emplaftrum,  See. 

Sculteti  Armamentar^   188. 

Dat  decoftum,  in  fine  hsec  adnotat  :  &  notandum,  hujus 
foluis  decofti  crebro  ufu,  multos  ab  exulcerati  carcinomatis 
doloribus  liberates,  plurefque  a  nondum  exulcerato  :  fuiffe 
curatos,  haec  obiter  de  deco6lo. 

Poll  excilionem  mammae  el apfis  li  diebus  duos  tumores  fub 
axilla  infignes  reliquit  topicis  refoivendos,  chirurgus  applicuit 
caufticum  ex  arfenico  paratum. 

Cancer  curatus,  extra6lo  hellebori  nigri  ^j.  crem.  tart. 
^fs.  conf.  hamech.  3vj. 


THE       END. 


Dr.  ROWLEY'S  MEDICAL  WORKS. 


'the  Tubli/hers  beg, Leave  to  acquaint  the  Public,  that  the  fot- 
lo'wing  Works  may  be  had  at  J.WiNGRAVE'i,  (late  Nourfe'j) 
Strand;  E.  Newbery'^,  Corner  «/ Ludgate  Hill  ;  and  T, 
HookhamV,  New  Bond  Street: 

I.  \  TREATISE  on  female,  nervous,  bilious,  hylleric, 
£\^  convulfive  Difeafes,  Apoplexy,  Palfy,  Infanity,  and 
Suicide  ;  the  Treatment  of  which  is  founded  on  anatomical 
Fafts  and  new  Principles,  according  to  the  Difference  of 
Conflitutions.     Price  7s.  6d. 

2.  A  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  old  Ulcers  of  the  Legs 
without  P.eft,  and  Impurities  of  the  Blood ;  proving  that  the 
Cure  confifts  in  changing  the  Acrimony  in  the  Conilitution  i 
with  many  new  Dire£iions  for  Diet  and  Remedies.  Fourth 
Edition.     Price  2s. 

3.  A  Treatife  on  the  ulcerated,  malignant  Sore  Throat, 
and  putrid  Difeafes ;  with  the  medical  and  domeftic  Manage- 
ment to  prevent  the  Infe6lion  fpreading,  &c.     Price  3s. 

4.  A  Tre^Jtife  on  One  Hundred  and  Eighteen  principal 
Difeafes  of  the  Eyes  ;  with  fix  anatomical  Plates,  and  many 
original  Prefcriptions. 

5.  Two  Letters  to  Dr.  William  Hunter,  on  the  dangerous 
Tendency  of  medical  Vanity  ;  containing  a  remarkable  Cure  o£ 
a  cancerous  Ulcer  of  the  Womb  and  Pvcflum  j  the  Remedies 
ufed,  &:c. ;  with  Objeftions  to  the  Ufe  of  Hemlock,  &c. 
Second  Edition.      Price  is.  6d.  , 

6.  Medical  Advice  to  the  Army  and  Navy  fer'S'ing  in  Hot 
Climates  j  containing  a  brief  View  of  the  common  Army  Dif- 
eafes, putrid  Fevers,  Fluxes,  &c.  Price  is.— This  book  was 
prefented  to  His  Majefty  in  1776. 

7.  Truth  Vindicated;  or,  The  fpecific  Differences  of 
Mental  Difeafes  afcerrained,  proving  the  mental  AfFe£lion  o£ 
a  Great  Perfonage  was  never  Infanity,  but  merely  a  feverilh 
Delirium.      Price  is.  6d. 

8.  The  Gout  Alleviated  ;  or,  The  excellent  Effefls  of  the 
muriatic  Acid  and  tepid  Water  in  Fits  of  the  Gout;  with 
Reafons  why  the  Gout  in  general  has  been  incurable. 


Speedily  'will  be  publijhedy 
The  firft  Volume  of  the  Latin  Edition  of  the  Schola  Medicines 
uni'uerfalis  no'va\  with  above  fifty  Copper-plate  Engravings^ 
comprehending  all  the  Branches  of  Medicine,  may  be  feeu 
at  the  Do6lor's  Houfe  in  Saville  Row,  by  the  Faculty  or  pki* 
lofophical  Gentlemen, 
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